RELEVANT DEFINITIONS

Adverse Affect on Educational Performance:  The effect on the child that an impairment [as identified according to these regulations] must have in order to establish eligibility for special education and related services under Part B of the IDEA.  In the consideration of the effect of the child’s disability on his or her overall educational performance, criteria must include not only curriculum or developmental areas, but also affective, behavioral, and physical characteristics or professional judgment of a multidisciplinary team.  
Assistive Technology Device:  Any item, piece of equipment, or product system, whether acquired commercially off the shelf, modified, or customized, that is used to increase, maintain, or improve the functional capabilities of a child with a disability.  The term does not include a medical device that is surgically implanted, or the replacement of such device. 

Assistive Technology Service:  Any service that directly assists a child with a disability in the selection, acquisition, or use of an assistive technology device.  The term includes -

· The evaluation of the needs of a child with a disability, including a functional evaluation of the child in the child’s customary environment;

· Purchasing, leasing, or otherwise providing for the acquisition of assistive technology devices by children with disabilities;

· Selecting, designing, fitting, customizing, adapting, applying, maintaining, repairing, or replacing assistive technology devices;

· Coordinating and using other therapies, interventions, or services with assistive technology devices, such as those associated with existing education and rehabilitation plans and programs;

· Training or technical assistance for a child with a disability or, if appropriate, that child’s family; and

· Training or technical assistance for professionals (including individuals providing education or rehabilitation services), employers, or other individuals who provide services to, employ, or are otherwise substantially involved in the major life functions of that child.

Consent:  Means that -

· The parent has been fully informed of all information relevant to the activity for which consent is sought, in his or her native language, or other mode of communication;

· The parent understands and agrees in writing to the carrying out of the activity for which his or her consent is sought, and the consent describes that activity and lists the records (if any) that will be released and to whom; and

· The parent understands that the granting of consent is voluntary on the part of the parent and may be revoked at any time.

· If a parent revokes consent, that revocation is not retroactive (i.e., it does not negate an action that has occurred after the consent was given and before the consent was revoked).
Data-Based Problem Solving and Functional Assessment:  A systematic process based on the scientific method that can be used . . .

a) to make decisions about the effectiveness of instructional programs,

b) to identify the need for and specify the focus areas for academic and/or behavioral interventions, and 

c) to formatively and summatively evaluate intervention goals and outcomes.

Data-based Problem-Solving has four primary steps:

1) Problem Identification and Description

2) Problem Analysis and Functional Assessment

3) Intervention Development and Implementation

4) Formative and Summative Evaluation 

Functional Assessment, which occurs within the context of Data-based Problem-Solving, involves . . .

a) the review of existing records and other sources of information

b) diagnostic and historical interviews

c) structured academic or behavioral observations, an

d) authentic, criterion-referenced, or norm-referenced tests.

The goal of Functional Assessment is to determine why a specific problem or situation is occurring so that a strategic intervention can be directly linked to the assessment and solve or resolve the problem.
Relationship to Response-to-Intervention:  Response-to-Intervention is an inherent part of the Data-based Problem-Solving process in that, when a strategic intervention is implemented with a student, evaluation procedures must be in place to determine how well the student "responded to the intervention".  Given a positive response, the intervention will either be maintained or faded out over time.  Given a negative response, analysis must determine if the intervention was improperly selected, implemented, or evaluated; or if, simply, more time to allow the intervention to be successful is needed.
Discrepancy Model for the Assessment of Learning Disabilities (Arkansas Definition):  According to the psychometric standard established by the Arkansas Department of Education Special Education Unit, a severe discrepancy exists between a student's intellectual ability and achievement when the level of severity is equal to or greater than 1.75 or more standard deviations (S.D.) at the fifty percent (50%) or above level of probability as determined by regression analysis.  The determination of a severe discrepancy does not necessarily mean that there is a specific learning disability as other factors may contribute to a student's lowered academic performance.  Conversely, there may be rare cases where a child has a specific learning disability but does not clearly demonstrate this upon use of a regression analysis standard.  Local education agencies in Arkansas are not required to use this model in determining specific learning disabilities.

Early Intervening Services:  Coordinated, early intervening services, which may include interagency financing structures for students in kindergarten through grade 12 (with a particular emphasis on students in kindergarten through grade three) who are not currently identified as needing special education or related services, but who need additional academic and behavioral support to succeed in a general education environment.

Early Intervening Services Activities:  Activities implemented and coordinated by an LEA that include . . .
1) Professional development (which may be provided by entities other than LEAs) for teachers and other school staff to enable such personnel to deliver scientifically based academic and behavioral interventions, including scientifically based literacy instruction, and where appropriate, instruction on the use of adaptive and instructional software; and 

2) Providing educational and behavioral evaluations, services, and supports including scientifically based literacy instruction.
Indirect Services:  Those services provided by a qualified professional, commonly termed “consulting teacher,” whose primary role is to consult with general and/or special education teachers regarding the modification and/or adaptation of instruction for specific students with disabilities.  The consulting teacher may provide limited direct instruction to students.
Individualized Education Program (IEP) Team:  A group of individuals, as described in these regulations, that is responsible for developing, reviewing, or revising an IEP for a child with a disability, including . . .
· The parents of the child;

· Not less than one regular education teacher of the child (if the child is, or may be, participating in the regular education environment); 

· Not less than one special education teacher of the child, or where appropriate, not less than one special education provider of the child; 

· A representative of the public agency who –

· Is qualified to provide, or supervise the provision of, specially designed instruction to meet the unique needs of children with disabilities; 

· Is knowledgeable about the general education curriculum; and 

· Is knowledgeable about the availability of resources of the public agency; 

· An individual who can interpret the instructional implications of evaluation results, who may be a member of the team described in this section; 

· At the discretion of the parent or the agency, other individuals who have knowledge or special expertise regarding the child, including related services personnel as appropriate; and 

· Whenever appropriate, the child with a disability.
Limited English Proficient:  Has the meaning given the term in the ESEA (1965).  The term, when used with respect to an individual, means an individual . . .
· Who is aged 3 through 21;

· Who is enrolled or preparing to reenroll in an elementary school or secondary school; 

· Who was not born in the United States or whose native language is a language other than English; 

· Who is a Native American or Alaska Native, or a native resident of the outlying areas; and 

· Who comes from an environment where a language other than English has had a significant impact on the individual’s level of English language proficiency; or

· Who is migratory, whose native language is a language other than English, and who comes from an environment where a language other than English is dominant; and 

· Whose difficulties in speaking, reading, writing, or understanding the English language may be sufficient to deny the individual – 

· The ability to meet the State’s proficient level of achievement on State assessments;

· The ability to successfully achieve in classrooms where the language of instruction is English; or 

· The opportunity to participate fully in society.
Response To Intervention:  The practice of (1) providing high quality instruction/intervention matched to student needs and (2) using learning rate over time and level of performance to (3) make important educational decisions.
Scientifically Based Research (ESEA as amended by NCLB):  “Research that involves the application of rigorous, systematic, and objective procedures to obtain reliable and valid knowledge relevant to education activities and programs."  The statute then explains that this kind of research:

1) Employs systematic, empirical methods that draw on observation or experiment;

2) Involves rigorous data analyses that are adequate to test the stated hypotheses and justify the general conclusions drawn;

3) Relies on measurements or observational methods that provide reliable and valid data across evaluators and observers, across multiple measurements and observations, and across studies by the same or different investigators;

4) Is evaluated using experimental or quasi-experimental designs in which individuals, entities, programs, or activities are assigned to different conditions and with appropriate controls evaluate the effects of the condition of interest, with a preference for random-assignment,

5) experiments, or other designs to the extent that those designs contain within-condition or across-condition controls;

6) Ensures that experimental studies are presented in sufficient detail and clarity to allow for replication or, at a minimum, offer the opportunity to build systematically on their findings; and

7) Has been accepted by a peer-reviewed journal or approved by a panel of independent experts through a comparably rigorous, objective, scientific review.
