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“There may be a role for intelligence measurement in intervention planning for children with developmental language impairments and for children with specific language impairments.  Some measure of cognitive performance is needed to examine differences and similarities in etiology and performance for children with specific language impairments and for children with developmental language impairments.  More research is needed in these areas.  There is, however, no support for the continuation of cognitive referencing in the forms of IQ cutoffs or IQ-language discrepancy formulas as a clinical method of caseload selection or prioritization.  IQ measures may reveal something about how children should be served, but they do not appear to be relevant in deciding who should be served.”
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“Evidence exists that demonstrates a clear dissociation in children's cognitive development and language development.  Evidence also exists, particularly from research on children with mental retardation that demonstrates that children with language disorders are capable of developing language abilities independent of, and beyond their cognitive abilities.  Therefore, a comprehensive view of the relationship between cognitive development and language development raises serious questions about the utilization of eligibility of service criteria motivated by the strong cognitive hypothesis.”
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