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Speech-Language Pathology in the public schools is like a kaleidoscope.  There is no other occupation in which a professional can have such a dramatic impact upon the development and success of children.  Public schools provide a “walking book” of fluency, voice, aphasia, apraxia, cleft palate, cerebral palsy, auditory processing, hyperactivity deficits, misarticulations, language impairments, hearing loss, autism, traumatic brain injury, selective mutism, and behavior disorders of all descriptions.

No two days are the same.  Being a self-proclaimed proactive advocate for the child, I collaborate, observe, counsel, compare, advise, treat, analyze, repair, study, search, listen, examine, venture out, problem-solve, read, write, organize, learn, and laugh.

I enjoy being around children, regardless of their background or situation.  Most of them seem to have an uncanny ability of discovering and delivering the truth.  I enjoy being caught off guard by their insight, imagination, and humor.  I never know quite what to expect, but I’m always touched by their innocence and perceptiveness.  I enjoy watching children eagerly approach each day with excitement confidence, and wonder.  Most encounters with children, regardless of abilities, lift my spirits and never allow me to grow old!

After earning my “C’s” and years of work in public schools, I realized the true meaning of the “C’s”:  Cooperation, Co-Teaching, and Collaboration.  It is my responsibility to positively promote education, to spark enthusiasm for learning within each student, and provide the foundation for knowledge and wisdom.

If you are a school-based SLP, you will learn to view yourself as a teacher.  Failure to do this could impede you perception of the student, jeopardize our relationship with co-workers, limit your horizons, and stifle potential for professional growth.

You will learn that “once competent, not always competent.”  Keeping abreast of current research requires constant reading.  However, the prerequisite to keeping informed is a continuing desire for improvement.  Textbooks and lectures will not create that desire in an individual to seek improvement in oneself as a person, as a teacher, and as a professional.  These aims become lifetime goals which are seldom completely realized.

This is my 28th year to serve as a school-based speech-language pathologist.  I consider my job a privilege.  It appears that I am just as intrigued with the field as the first day I discovered it.  School-based speech-language pathology is diverse, dynamic, and challenging.  It is never boring because I am constantly learning.  There is not a single day that goes by that I don’t learn something.  There are absolutely no limits to personal or professional growth . . . and there is always something new, something different, and something to remember.
