Continuum For Auditory Skill Development
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Auditory skill development can be viewed on a continuum moving from easy to difficult listening requirements, as follows:

Reception Modality:  The easiest reception mode for the hearing-impaired student is when stimuli are presented utilizing a combination of auditory, visual, and gestural cues (i.e. both informal systems as well as cued speech or sign language).  In contrast, stimuli presented listen-alone (in the absence of supplemental standard speechreading cues) places the most difficult reception demands on the student with a hearing loss.

Listening Environment:  Close, quiet listening environments are better when compared to listening in noise or at increased distances.

Mode of Response:  Providing a nonverbal response to verbally presented information is usually much easier for the hearing-impaired student than having the additional demand of formulating a verbal response (due to restricted or underdeveloped expressive language skills).

Nature of the Stimuli:  Suprasegmental features (i.e. nonspeech features such as intensity, duration, and intonation, which carry the rhythm of the language) are readily perceived by most hearing-impaired individuals, as these features are conveyed primarily through low-frequency cues.  This is the frequency range where most hearing-impaired people exhibit the greatest degree of residual hearing.

When lexical stimuli are used, the student’s knowledge of the vocabulary will greatly affect ease and accuracy of reception and comprehension.  Such stimuli presented within a familiar context will be easier to understand than if these same stimuli were presented within a novel context.
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