Date: ______________
Student name: ______________________________


Communication Plan for Students Who Are Deaf or Hard of Hearing
Sample Responses

According to the Education Department's discussion accompanying the publication of the final 2006 IDEA regulations:

“The process for determining the educational placement for children with low-incidence disabilities (including children who are deaf, hard of hearing, or deaf-blind) is the same process used for determining the educational placement for all children with disabilities. That is, each child's educational placement must be determined on an individual case-by-case basis depending on each child's unique educational needs and circumstances, rather than by the child's category of disability, and must be based on the child's IEP.” But the different education and social needs of children with sensory impairments are, of necessity, factors that must be considered when determining the instruction and services needed to provide FAPE. In this regard, the 2006 regulations at 34 CFR 300.324 (a)(2)(iv) state that the IEP team for a child who is deaf or hearing-impaired must "consider the child's language and communication needs, opportunities for direct communications with peers and professional personnel in the child's language and communication mode, academic level, and full range of needs, including opportunities for direct instruction in the child's language and communication mode." 

The purpose of this Communication Plan is to assist IEP teams in providing FAPE to all students who are deaf or hard of hearing by ensuring that all special factors are considered:

I.     
…consider the child's language and communication needs,

The student’s primary language and/or communication mode is one or more of the following (check all that apply):
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Spoken English      FORMCHECKBOX 
 American Sign Language     FORMCHECKBOX 
 English-based sign system     FORMCHECKBOX 
 Cued Speech 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Visual/Gestural      FORMCHECKBOX 
 Native language      

     FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other 



What language(s) and mode(s) of communication do the parents use with their child? 
Examples might include signed English, spoken English, spoken Spanish, American Sign Language
Comments (optional):
· What language(s) does the student use to communicate at home, with his/her friends, in the community and in school?

· What modes does the student use to communicate at home, with his/her friends, in the community and in school?

· How successful is the student’s ability to communicate in a variety of situations?
II.                      …consider opportunities for direct* communications with peers and professional personnel in the child's language and communication mode,

The IEP team has considered: (These opportunities may be provided by the school or family)

1.
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Opportunities for direct* communication with peers.

Describe opportunities:
The team describes opportunities for the student to communicate directly with peers who are hearing, deaf or hard-of-hearing, using the student’s language and communication modes (as noted above). Consider varied environments in or out of the school setting.

2.
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Opportunities for direct* communication with professional staff and other school personnel.

Describe opportunities:
The team describes opportunities for the student to communicate directly with professional staff and other school personnel using his or her language and communication modes (as noted above). Professional staff and other school personnel could include related service personnel, teachers, principal, custodian, secretary, and lunch room personnel.

III.     
…consider academic level,
Does the student have the communication and language necessary to acquire grade-level academic skills and concepts of the general education curriculum? 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Yes: What supports are needed to continue proficiency in grade-level academic skills and concepts of the general education curriculum?  

Examples might include: pre-teaching vocabulary, speech-language services, educational interpreter, other accommodations/modifications as stated in the IEP 
 FORMCHECKBOX 

No: What supports are needed to increase the student’s proficiency in his/her language and communication to acquire grade-level academic skills and concepts of the general education curriculum? 

Examples might include all of the above with the addition of Special Education Placement, tutoring  
IV.          …consider full range of needs, including opportunities for direct instruction in the child’s language and communication mode;
The team has considered:
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 The full range of needs 


The IEP team discusses other communication needs of the student including devices and/or technologies. How will media (DVD, internet, videotapes) used during the school day be made accessible? Are there extra-curricular activities that need to be addressed? 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Opportunities for direct* instruction.


Describe opportunities:

The team describes opportunities for the student to receive direct instruction from professional staff and other school personnel, using the student’s language and communication modes (as noted above) Direct instruction includes instruction in the general education curriculum and IEP goals.
* Direct language/communication/ instruction occurs person to person, not through an additional source e.g. educational interpreter, captioner.






