Changing Communication Focus

Across Chronological Age
· Preschool Child = Social/Interactive is primary

· School-Aged Child = Academic and Social/Interactive language are equal

· Young Adult = Social/Interactive is again primary

Social/Interactive Conversation

· Intelligibility is a prerequisite (normal vs. different)

· Must understand the rules that govern conversational interaction

· Opportunity to select topic of discussion

· Social context provides support

· Pattern of turns/exchanges is shorter

Academic Conversation

· Deficits in language are more apparent

· Content-specific vocabulary

· “Teacher Talk”

· Must be able to read and comprehend written instructions, as well as provide written responses

Components of Treatment

· Speech Reception

· Speech Production

· Vocabulary

· Language Structure/Form

· Language Use

