General Testing Guidelines

· Check hearing aids to be sure they are functioning correctly.
· Position yourself where student can see your face.
· Be sure lighting is good and background noise is at a minimum.
· Use a natural speaking voice and do not over exaggerate lip movements.

· To be sure the student understands, ask him/her to repeat directions.  Do not ask “Do you understand?” and accept a head nod.
· Repeat, then reword, directions the student does not understand.
· Give auditory or signed directions before showing a picture stimulus.

· Provide several practice items to ensure that the student understands the task.
· Use visual aids whenever you can (and is appropriate).
· Use isolated words in a meaningful sentence if possible.

· Be aware that due to vocabulary deficits, students who are hearing impaired may not know the names of even simple objects and pictures.
· Review your test items prior to giving the test to ensure they are clear and understandable.

· If using an interpreter, remember that some signs are iconic.
· Keep in mind what you are evaluating (e.g. if evaluating syntax, be sure the student knows the names of the objects – don’t make it a vocabulary test).
