Brief Description of Communication Methods

For Deaf and Hard of Hearing Children
1. The Multisensory Approach involves the predominant use of speech.  Often called the aural/oral method, receptive communication is accomplished through amplification and speechreading.  The emphasis is on listening.

2. The Unisensory (Acoupedic) Method makes predominant use of speech through listening.  The child is denied visual input through speechreading to force improvement in auditory skills.

3. Fingerspelling (Dactylology) is the use of a full set of letters and numbers created by different positions of the fingers.  Words are spelled out as if written in air.  Many sign language systems include fingerspelling for proper nouns and unknown signs.  The Rochester Method utilizes fingerspelling and speech simultaneously, and each letter of every word is spelled out.

4. American Sign Language (Ameslan or ASL) has been called a natural language because it has its own grammatical structure.  ASL has certain advantages in terms of speed; it can be learned more quickly than other systems, and the communicative process itself is faster than other systems.  Critics of ASL are quick to point out that this speed is often at the expense of important grammatic, syntactic, and cognitive elements of language.

5. Seeing Essential English (SEE 1) combines ASL with English; provides signs for the articles a and the; and includes the verb to be, which is omitted in ASL.

6. Signing Exact English (SEE 2), like SEE 1, follows English word order, but is less rigid in its rules than SEE 1.  Users of ASL can communicate by SEE 2, but SEE 1 is more difficult.

7. Linguistics of Visual English (LOVE) is a system whose signs are identical to those in SEE 1 and SEE 2, but it is less comprehensive, and its written system is different from the other two methods.  It is not used as often as SEE 1 and SEE 2.

8. Cued Speech involves a set of hand cues (near the mouth of a speaker), which augment recognition of phonetic elements (such as voicing) that are difficult for children to separate based on lipreading alone.  Unlike sign language, the cues convey no communicative message by themselves.  The response from the child can be in speech, sign, or a combination of the two.

9. Total Communication (TC) has become extremely popular in recent years.  It is based on the concept that caretaker-child relationships are improved when communication is achieved rapidly, and, therefore, rejects neither the manual nor the aural/oral approach, but combines the two.

