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Teacher’s Role

· To help students learn the secrets of how to become good learners.

· To teach in such a way that students accept the challenge of learning.

· To explain, to give examples, to explain again.

· To provide support and encouragement.

· To teach through words and actions during practice.

· To give students meaningful and challenging but attainable assignments.

· To demonstrate effective ways to accomplish these assignments.

· To model, to demonstrate, to talk through, and to clearly explain every step required.

· To discuss how you would perform the task and why.

· To ask students what strategies they use and to encourage sharing and discussing of alternatives.

· To use no single technique for all students.  To help students discover what strategies work best for them.

· To utilize peer support through cooperative learning groups.

· To relate tasks to the interests and background of the student.

Reading-Learning Strategies

· Procedures for helping students to learn information using various charts can be taught effectively through such strategies as graphic organizers, semantic mapping, frames that help them organize information for learning and remembering, and question-answer relationships.

· Two- and three-column study guides are helpful in organizing spoken and written information.  Other strategies include prediction to activate prior knowledge, inferencing, Frayer model, think aloud, semantic feature analysis, and reciprocal teaching.

· At-risk students need direct instruction on the specific strategies/techniques they lack.

· Teachers should make their at-risk students aware of the strategies/techniques that work best for them.

Daily Newspaper as Life’s Textbook
· An updated daily textbook with the latest information on history, social studies, scientific discoveries, and new technology.

· Contains practical vocabulary and provides a model of clear, concise, simple writing.

· Reality-based; bridges the gap between the classroom and the world.

· Identified as adult reading material, providing built-in motivation for at-risk students.

· Interdisciplinary; shows students the relevancy and importance of many subject areas to adult life.

Quick Ideas to Motivate and Focus Thinking

· Research indicates that deeper understanding and greater retention occur when concepts and information are reviewed, summarized, discussed, and communicated to others.

· Think-Pair-Share

· Give students 2 minutes to think individually about possible answers, opinions, or solutions to a question or problem related to the lesson.
· Pair students and have them work toward an answer for 2 to 4 minutes.
· Have each pair share their ideas with the group.
· This technique involves every student and allows them to discover different ways to think about a topic or solve a problem.
· Praise-Question-Polish (PQP)
· PQP is done at the end of the class period.  Students write or discuss three things about the lesson.

· Ask for praise or positive comments; have them tell what was best, what part of the lesson helped them the most.

· Write this on a PQP chart (chalkboard or transparency) (see example attached).

· Ask students to produce a question or two about information that was confusing or inadequate.

· Ask students for suggestions about how to polish or improve the lesson.

· This technique allows students time to analyze what they understand, critically evaluate their learning, and identify and clarify troublesome areas.

· It also provides a structure for feedback to the teacher about how much more time needs to be spent reteaching and practicing.

· Response Logs
· Logs requires students to pause and reflect as they write a personal reaction, questions, or a summary of information several times during a teacher’s presentation or reading assignment.

· These informal notes provide the student structured involvement and interaction with the material.

· Journals also serve as functional review notes for tests.

· Spelling and grammar are not graded, but provide feedback to the teacher.

· Know-Want to Know-Learn (KWL)

· A frame/chart is used while posing questions and statements to get students to activate their prior knowledge and connect it to new things you are going to teach.

· Provide prereading time to discuss the topic and raise questions that produce puzzlement, doubt, surprise, perplexity, contradiction, or ambiguity.

· Questions might include:  What do you think the author will say about . . .?  Why do you think so?  What made you think of that?  What do you know about . . .?  What do you think you know about . . .?  What do you think you’ll learn about . . .?

· Display student responses and predictions on a chart (see example attached).  Students are motivated to read and prove themselves right.

Praise-Question-Polish Chart

	Praise
	Question
	Polish

	I like . . .
	I still need . . .
	To improve this lesson, I’d suggest . . .




Know-Want to Know-Learn Chart

	What do you . . .

	. . know you know?


	. . think you know?
	. . think you’ll learn?
	. . know you learned?


