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Intended Benefits

· Oral modeling of the thought processes that occur while reading enhances comprehension.

· Shows how or why students do or do not understand what they have read.

· Helps students become better aware of the steps that take place in the brain as they interact with print.

· Shows students how to monitor comprehension as they read.

· Makes students feel safe discussing comprehension problems.

How To Use Think Alouds
1. Select or design a passage to read orally that contains points of difficulty, contradictions, ambiguities, or unknown words.

2. Read the passage aloud while students follow along.

3. Demonstrate examples of the following points:

· making predictions, showing how to develop hypotheses – “From the title, I predict this will be about . . .” “I bet in the next chapter _____ will happen.”

· forming mental images/pictures – “I can see in my mind the _____.  It is so dark.”

· linking prior knowledge (“like a” step) – “This reminds me of . . .” “It’s like a . . .”

· finding problems and using “fix-up” strategies – “That didn’t make sense to me.  I better reread that part again.” “This word is new to me.  How can I figure it out?”

4. Discuss the think aloud process.

5. After modeling several think alouds, pair students for practice.  Give them materials to practice that are short and have obvious problems.

6. Encourage students to use the strategy independently, using a self-check chart.

Did I . . .

	make predictions?
	yes
	no

	imagine/draw a picture?
	yes
	no

	use the “like a” step?
	yes
	no

	find and “fix-up” problems?
	yes
	no


