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Intended Benefits

· Uses language stories or interactive language development stories (Lee, 1975) as the screening media.

· Stories have heavily weighted syntax screening concepts based on the Developmental Sentence Analysis (Lee, 1974).

· Reliable, time efficient method that is least threatening to the students and provides good verbal interaction between students; not present in a one-to-one screening situation.

· Provides the best estimate of the student’s total comprehension and expressive language usage.

Method
· Students are screened four at a time.  They “come to hear a story” and “the lucky ones get to come twice.”

· Clinician goes through entire story with model imitations and questions.

· Each student retells the story.  Clinician documents articulation, voice, fluency, semantics, and syntax.  Informal questions are asked to provide pragmatic information.

· Each group takes a maximum of 30 minutes.  No formal evaluation procedures are used at this stage.

· The student either passes or is identified as questionable.  Questionable students return for a different story, again in groups of four.

· Following a second story, parents of students who are still questionable are notified and formal tests are administered.

