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Target Student:
Clinician-drawn stories or “pictographs” – as young as 4 years


Student-drawn stories or “pictographs” - second grade or above

Target Skill:
Writing/Composition (Narrative Complexity and Quality)

Intended Benefits

· Provides mnemonic and organizational support for the recall and discussion of oral narratives and for drafting written narratives as part of the composing process.

· Utilizes simple symbols and graphic organizers.

· Focuses on content rather than spelling.

· Allows greater attention to organizational issues.

· Idea production precedes text production.

· Supports greater length and overall quality of narratives.

· Quick, simple, flexible, visual, non-print model.

· Easy to learn and use regardless of literacy level.

· Suitable for cooperative learning activities (e.g. slow reader reads/tells story while slow writer creates pictograph).

· Teachers and clinicians can provide examples of stories.

· In line with teacher’s written composition process.

· Can quickly be used independently by students.

Intended Applications

· Provides a readable representation of preschool storytelling.

· Assists in transition to more complex narrative structures (e.g. descriptive structure to temporal structure, two-event narrative to one containing beginning, middle, and end, three-event sequence to use of setting, complication, resolution).

· Useful alternative to first drafts of compositions.

· Facilitates time sequencing and a content focus.

· Develops vocabulary and improves sentence structure.

· Addresses listening comprehension.

· Useful for dictation/notetaking.

Narrative Creation Using Pictography

1. Engage students’ thinking.

· read a storybook or read a pictographic story written by the clinician

· discuss story ideas from personal experiences

· provide a story starter (e.g. problem picture)

2. Discuss each student’s general story idea (i.e. event, characters, setting) without putting anything on paper.

3. Begin pictographic representation.  Instruct student to draw their first pictograph in the top-left of their paper, just like when writing.  Remind students that sketches should be “quick and easy.”  Also, each sketch should represent a whole idea, phrase, or sentence, rather than an individual descriptor contained in the idea.

· “How does your story start?”

· “What happened first?”

· “Once there was a . . .”

· “What will help you remember that?”

4. Instruct student to draw an arrow to indicate “next.”  [Or suggest or elicit other notations to represent the concepts/structures being targeted.]

5. Prompt student for next scene/event.

· “Then?”

· “What next?”

· “Then what happened?”

· “What can you put down to help you remember that?”

6. Instruct student to draw an arrow [or appropriate notation] and continue until story appears to be ending.

7. Prompt student to end story.  Students may want to use a period to mark the end.

· “Okay, how does it end?”

· “What finally happens?”

· “How can you sketch that idea?”

8. Elicit a title for the story.  Either student or clinician can write the title at the top of the page.

· “How about a title?”

· “What will you call it?”

9. Group listens to each other’s stories as told from the beginning of their pictograph.

- “Look at your stick writing and tell your story.”

