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Target Student:
Middle and High School students

Target Skill:
Spelling (Meaning of Vowel Alternations) and Vocabulary

Intended Benefits

· Gives the teacher the opportunity and framework to highlight spelling patterns common to families of words.

· Illustrates how words related semantically are spelled the same in spite of changes in pronunciation.

Constructing a Crossword Puzzle
1. Determine the vowel alternation pattern to be studied (e.g. long vowel to a short vowel).

2. Search for pairs of words that illustrate it (e.g. production vs. produce).

3. Use graph paper (and pencil) to lay out the word pairs so that each pair of words intersects at the point where the change in vowel pronunciation occurs.

4. Consult a dictionary in writing the answer clues for the across and down words.

5. Copy puzzle in ink for reproductions or create puzzle using a computer software program.

6. Construct other puzzles which illustrate other spelling alternations (e.g. long to schwa vowel, consonant alternations).

Guidelines for Creating and Using This Vocabulary Activity
1. Students need to be familiar with how to work crossword puzzles.

2. When creating a crossword puzzle of this kind, be sure at least one word of the word pairs is likely to be in students’ vocabularies.

3. A word list containing the correct words should be written on the board or handed out.  The list can be divided into Across and Down sublists.

4. Demonstrate for the entire class first how this particular puzzle works, emphasizing the vowel spelling alternation pattern being illustrated.

5. Students should work in pairs or small groups, at least initially.

6. If students enjoy and learn from this activity, consider having students create spelling/meaning pattern puzzles of their own to share.  This may increase curiosity in students about the English spelling system and why words are spelled as they are.  See sample crossword puzzle attached.

Vowel Alternation Crossword

(long to short)
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DOWN


  2.  To bring forth, create, or manufacture.


  4.  Will you pass the bread, ______?


  6.  The use of deceit.


  8.  Mentally healthy or of sound mind.


10.  From Latin concedere; to admit.


12.  I would like a vanilla ice cream ____.


14.  The state of being tranquil.


16.  From Latin recessio; the act of


       withdrawing.


18.  A force; seriousness.


20.  Having boundaries.


22.  To be whole and uninjured.





ACROSS 


  1.  Acts of creating.


  3.  Rhymes with pheasant.


  5.  To mislead or dupe.


  7.  Saneness; from Latin sanitas.


  9.  Acts of granting or yielding.


11.  Adjective from Greek konikos.


13.  Calmly; from Latin serenus.


15.  Back again + to go.


17.  Burial place; extremely serious.


19.  From Latin finis; to end.


21.  From Middle English helen; to


       restore.








