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Intended Benefits

· A whole class, small group, or individual reading technique which can be used to introduce children to reading in an enjoyable and non-threatening way.

· Based on the bedtime story ritual.

· Enhances the goal of a more holistic approach to language learning.

· Empowers students as language users.

· Allows oral language to assume greater prominence.

· Considers reading a thinking process and a pleasurable experience.

· Emphasizes the use of whole text to enable students to internalize a sense of story and the structural patterns of fiction and nonfiction.

· Facilitates students’ development of a detailed framework for organizing story information (characters, plot, setting, fact, fantasy).

How To Use Shared Reading
1. Choose a familiar rhyme, song, poem, or book that maintains the intimacy of the bedtime story.  Books should:

· have a strong story line in which something happens

· have characters and situations with which students strongly identify

· have attractive illustrations which support and enhance the text

· contain humor and warmth

· contain rich and memorable language features which ensure predictability, such as rhyme, rhythm, and repetition

· be available in two sizes – big for whole class sharing; small for independent re-reading

· list the skills and strategies that can be taught from it

2. Students sit on the floor, even older ones, so all can see the book with ease.  The teacher, facing them, puts the book on an easel so that hands are free to turn pages and point to words.  Teacher points to the words so children can see that print follows certain conventions.  Students have an opportunity to learn whatever they are ready for.

3. Depending on the skills and strategies to be addressed, pause during reading for student comments and questions and to ask questions that elicit background knowledge, predictions, preferences, and feelings from students.

