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Intended Benefits

· Utilizes a vocabulary chart that is a graphic organizer, a form of semantic mapping.

· Gives students three chances to associate a new word with one already known.

· Charting activity allows student to personalize the word and go beyond the literal definition.

· Provides the structure needed to encourage orderly thinking.

· Gives students a break from the typical dictionary/glossary assignments.

· Improves comprehension and retention.

· Engages thinking on four levels:  literal, interpretive, critical, and creative thinking.

· Creation of vocabulary charts by students with pencil and paper(rather than using a Ditto), following teacher’s oral directions and example, improves skill for following directions in other areas.

Instructions for Use of the Vocabulary Chart
1. Review the meaning of synonyms and antonyms with students.

2. Give oral directions for students to construct a blank vocabulary chart (see example attached).

3. Pronounce and spell each new vocabulary word aloud.  Instruct students to write words beside selection numbers at top of chart and in the corresponding “Word” spaces of the chart.  Allow students to talk to each other about the new word.

4. Direct students to locate each word in the dictionary or glossary.

5. Have students copy the phonetic spelling into the parenthesis on the chart and identify the part of speech in the box.  Phonetic spellings are more meaningful since the students have heard the pronunciations.  Boxes containing parts of speech can be used later for writing sentences or unscrambling sentences.

6. Read the definitions to the students or have them read for themselves.

7. Instruct students to list two synonyms and one antonym for each word.

Example Vocabulary Chart
Text Selection: _______________________________________________________________


1.  pillage

2.  taut

3.  alien

4.  shrewd
	Part of Speech

Pronunciation


	
( p ĭ  l – ĭ j )
	
( t ô t )
	
( ā ‘ l y a n)
	
( s h r ü d )

	Words


	1.

pillage
	2.

taut
	3.

alien
	4.

shrewd

	Synonyms


	1.      rob
2.     steal
	1.     tense
2.     tight
	1.   strange
2. different
	1.    clever
2.    smart

	Antonym


	give
	loose
	friend
	stupid


verb





noun





adjective





adjective








