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Intended Benefits

· Alleviates the problem of spelling the correct homophone in a given situation.

· Encourages use of prior knowledge in creating synonyms or mnemonic devices that trigger recall of correct homophones.

· Active participation is an incentive for students to search out new homophones, make their own entries, create original mental triggers, and extend their knowledge of how and where to use them.

· May generate mini-lessons on a variety of subjects.

Creating a “Vocabuphone” Reference Book
1. Teacher compiles a list of homophones.  Author’s list contained over 300 entries.  Entries consisted of pairs, triads, and quads.

2. Divide the list into practical segments of 10 entries.  Students may later request 15-20 entries at a time.  Limit according to time and curriculum demands.

3. Each student receives a copy of one exercise (composed of 10 entries).  An overhead transparency of the exercise can also be used (see attached example).

4. Working in groups of three or four, students brainstorm possible word or symbol associations for each homophone.  Any clue that would remind them of specific usage is adequate.  Answers will vary as students apply their individual background knowledge to the task.

5. After brainstorming, students combine answers, discuss ideas, and list them on the overhead.

6. Students can adopt any of the clues on the overhead to create their own personalized mnemonic schemes for remembering 10 sets of homophone spellings.

7. Repeat this procedure each week with 10 new sets of homophones, creating a notebook for reference.  Elicit discussion regarding instances when actual use of the entries benefited their writing.

8. Supplement with mini-lessons on comprehension and differentiation as needed.

9. As entries accumulate, students may want to alphabetize their list for easier reference.  However, after a few weeks, students often begin to visualize their mnemonic schemes without frequent reference to their notebooks.

Example exercise:  Outline for list of homophones.

	 1.
	red
	read
	

	 2.
	which
	witch
	

	 3.
	so
	sew
	sow

	 4.
	meat
	meet
	

	 5.
	steal
	steel
	

	 6.
	muscle
	mussel
	

	 7.
	pain
	pane
	

	 8.
	one
	won
	

	 9.
	cent
	sent
	scent

	10.
	hall
	haul
	


Examples of Brainstorming:

· Sam knew about mussels because his grandfather lived close to the ocean.

· Fred pointed out the eat in meat and the two E’s in meet and greet.

· Joe lectured the class on muscle building and steroids.

· Lisa wanted to talk about the movie Lady in red.

· Alex recalled a recent “adventure in moving” with U-haul.
Example Mnemonic Schemes:

	 1.
	red        
             color         (N)
	read      
[image: image1.wmf]             words         (V)
	

	 2.
	which    
        question       (     )
	witch   
             lady            (N) 
	[image: image2.wmf]

	 3.
	so  
     in order that   (CJ)
	sew

        stitch - - - - -
	sow

         plant              (V)

	 4.
	meat       eat           (N)
	meet      greet         (V)
	

	 5.
	steal

           take            (V)
	steel

             iron           (N)
	

	 6.
	muscle

           body           (N)
	mussel

          shellfish       (N)
	

	 7.
	pain

           hurt           (N)
	pane

          window        (N)
	

	 8.
	one

       1   number      (N)
	won

          victory         (V)
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	 9.
	cent  ¢ent/penny    (N)
	sent    did send       (V)
	scent    smell           (N)

	10.
	hall

        passage         (N)
	haul

     U-haul, carry     (V)
	


