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Mapping

Author:
ACE Network Project, Rose Merry Kirkpatrick, coordinator

Reference:
see resources at end

Target Student:
Elementary, Middle, and High School students

Target Skill:
Vocabulary, Reading, Writing, Study Skills

Intended Benefits

· Helps students visualize, comprehend, and remember information from a written passage or an oral lecture.  

· Particularly useful to teach vocabulary, as a pre/post-reading activity, as a prewriting organizational tool, and as a study skill technique.

· Must be taught directly to students and reinforced on a regular basis.

· Teacher demonstrates the mapping strategy and supervises students’ use of it with familiar material.

Instructions and Examples of Different Mapping Strategies

· Mapping Sentences

1. Find the topic or main idea of the sentence.  Write this in a circle.

2. Look again at the information in the sentence.  Decide what information describes or relates to the main topic.  Write this in a circle.

3. Decide how the main idea and supporting details relate to each other.  Label the relationships on lines connecting the circles.

· D = Definition

· E = Example

· C = Characteristics

· S = Sequence

· R = Result (Cause/Effect)

· C/C = Compare/Contrast

4. Examples:

· Definition - “An iceberg is a large, floating mass of ice.”



· Example – “Books, teachers, and magazines are sources of information.”






· Characteristics – “Fighters sometimes have broken noses, cauliflower ears, and barrel chests.”





· Sequencing – “After the radio, the TV was developed.”




· Result (Cause/Effect) – “Because the bridge fell, the bus was detoured and Simon was late.”






· Compare/Contrast – “Smoking cigarettes is like having a time bomb in your lungs.”




· Mapping Paragraphs

1. Once students master the use of mapping with sentences, teach them to map paragraphs. 

2. Find the topic or main idea of the paragraph.  Write this in a circle.

3. Look again at the information in the paragraph.  Decide what information describes or relates to the main topic.  Write this in a circle.

4. Decide how the main idea and supporting details relate to each other.  Label the relationships on lines connecting the circles.

5. Example

· Compare/Contrast – “A bone specialist is called a physical anthropologist.  He studies skeletal remains.  Another type of bone specialist is an orthopedist.  This specialist differs from a physical anthropologist because an orthopedist studies the bones of living people.”







Mapping can take a variety of different forms.  The most appropriate form will always be the one that best matches the function, the content, and the learning style of the student.

A variety of formats for mapping are illustrated below.
· Pre-Writing Mapping Formats

· Persuasive Writing


















· Book Report Mapping Formats

· Prewriting or Actual Book Report – Example:  “The Three Bad Monsters”












· Character Web – Example:  “Where the Red Fern Grows”










· Multidimensional Book Report – Characters, Setting, Plot Sequence, Problem/Solution















· Compare/Contrast Mapping

· Example:  Civil War

	
	Civil War
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	North (Union)
	
	South (Confederacy)

	
	
	

	
	Strengths
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	1. _____________________
	
	1. _____________________

	2. _____________________
	
	2. _____________________

	3. _____________________
	
	3. _____________________

	4. _____________________
	
	4. _____________________

	
	
	

	
	Goals
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	1. _____________________
	
	1. _____________________

	2. _____________________
	
	2. _____________________

	3. _____________________
	
	3. _____________________

	
	
	

	
	Leaders
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	1. _____________________
	
	1.  _____________________

	2. _____________________
	
	2.  _____________________

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


· Example:  Venn Diagram (“Charlotte’s Web”)




· Content Mapping Formats

1. Write the central/main idea of the lecture, text, or discussion in capital letters and circle it.

2. Write important ideas or facts on a line connected to the main idea.

3. Put supporting details on more lines connected to that idea or fact.

4. This is a good way to take notes from material that is less organized.  The main rule is that all notes should be connected in a way that makes sense to the student.

5. Example:

· Basic Content Map









· Herringbone Maps – A.  Students should answer these seven questions as they read or listen to text or lecture:  1) What is the main idea?  2) Who was involved?  3) What did they do?  4) When was it done?  5) Where was it done?  6) How did they do it?   7) Why did it happen?;  B.  They may also be used to show the causal interaction of a complex event or phenomenon.















· Sequential Content Mapping Formats

· Linear String Mapping – Useful for math word problems.  Students identify and map the essential facts from a problem, identify the mathematical process, and calculate the solution.

· Example 1:  “If you eat 3 meals a day, how many meals do you eat in 7 days?”




· Example 2:  “Bob purchased a pair of jeans at a local department store.  The regular price was $25.00 but they were on sale for 20% off.  How much did he pay?"




· Mapping Resources
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Olson, P. S. (1989).  Study Skills Across the Curriculum.  Burnsville, MN:  Reading Consulting, Inc.
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Modifications for the Special Education Student in the Regular Classroom (Elementary Edition).  (1989).  [film].  Little Rock, AR:  Arkansas Special Education Resource Center (ASERC).

Project Adapt.  (1990).  Project Adapt:  A Teacher Training Manual.  Longmont, CO:  Sopris West.

Rief, S. F.  (1993).  How to Reach and Teach ADD/ADHD Children.  West Nyack, NY:  The Center for Applied Research in Education.
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Wood, J. W.  (1993).  Mainstreaming:  A Practical Approach for Teachers.  NY:  Macmillan Publishing Company.
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Explain
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Concluding Statement
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The Witch
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Title ____________________________________





Author __________________________________





Type of Book _____________________________





Book Report By ___________________________ Date ______________
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PLOT





SOLUTION





THE PROBLEM
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naïve pig, young








clever spider, grown








loyal, live in barn
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Idea or Fact





Idea or Fact





Details





Details





1





2





3





4





5





6





7





A





B





Result





Detail





Detail





Cause 1
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Cause 4





Detail





Detail








3 meals








7  days





Add


Subtract


Multiply


Divide








3x7=21








Convert 20% to .20








Subtract $25.00


-5.00 20.00








Multiply 25


x.20


5.00








20% of $25.00





Answer:


$20.00








