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Intended Benefits

· A procedure for keeping track of the quality and quantity of student responses.

· Increases student responses during discussions using K-W-L.

· Increases students’ “ownership” of their responses.

· Affords teachers many opportunities to consider the effects of background knowledge on students’ learning, ways to encourage reluctant participants, and ways to meet students’ individual needs.

· Enables teachers to discuss progress in a more knowledgeable manner.

Procedure
· K-W-L charts and all student responses are placed on large chart paper with students’ names or initials after their contributions during discussions.

· Transfer the information from each chart to forms that allow documentation and analysis of group and individual progress.

· Give a “Good” rating if an individual student responds more than once.  Give an “Average” rating if the student responds only once.  Give a “Poor” rating for a student who does not participate during any part of the discussion.

· Include a “Comments” column to note important information related to quality of responses or participation during discussion.

· Tally the number of responses to provide a picture of the GAP (Good, Average, Poor) between what students actually do and what you want them to be able to accomplish.

· Jot down summary statements and note students’ needs at the bottom of the form.  From this, you can plan better lessons for groups and pay more attention to individual students.

· Group responses can be tallied 3-4 times a year to note progress.  Individual responses can be placed in each student’s portfolio or used as part of their progress report.

