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Intended Benefits

· Uses a novel approach to reviewing material that is likely familiar to students.

· Motivates students with various levels of language facility within the same class.

· Oral language activities increase student involvement with text, foster active construction of meaning, and provide support for reading and writing activities.

· Encourages teachers to incorporate more elaborate but informal dramatic activities into repertoire of techniques.

· Varying prompts given to students permits review of symbol or theme as well as content area material.

Instructions for the Index Card Improvisation Scene
1. Give students a blank index card and place them into groups of five.

2. Give each group of five an index card, which reads:  “You can’t possibly do that!”  More variety in the activity can be ensured if unspecified conflict statements like “You have my answer.” or “Watch out, it’s dangerous!” are assigned to different groups.

3. Instruct students to produce a dramatic scene that contains their statement.  Four guidelines (below) structure the activity and the unspecified conflict statement can be developed into different settings and among different characters.

· Students have 10 minutes to write the scene and an additional 5 minutes for rehearsal.  Teacher keeps time.

· Each student must participate as a character or narrator.

· Each student writes his/her lines on one index card, which provides support to more reluctant-to-perform students.  Students are, however, encouraged to elaborate upon the written dialogue.

· Students are not allowed to use props or costumes.

4. If students ask questions about content, turn it back to the group to resolve.  You may also prompt the group by asking questions like “What is the main idea or impression that you want to give your audience?  How will the audience know this? Are there any alternatives?  What could the actors say or do that might help the audience understand the character’s motive?”

5. After 20 minutes, students present their index card scenes to the rest of the class.

6. Despite differences in content, elicit discussion regarding how each group demonstrated common elements:

· Introduction of characters and conflict

· Understanding of the conflict’s significance during the rising action

· Importance of clearly presenting the climax

· Explaining how the falling action and resolution affect the lives of the characters   

