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Intended Benefits

· Flag words signal important details in text and cause the efficient learner to automatically ask certain questions and employ specific memory strategies.

· Learners may annotate the text to extract and organize significant details.

· Includes teacher modeling of effective strategies and illustrates the hidden processes of comprehension.

· Employs both thinking and active strategies for use.

Enumerative Flag Words
· Words (markers) that indicate that something has been listed or named one by one.

· Words (markers) that indicate that the quantity of something has been determined.

· Examples:  first, second, in addition, last, several, many, few, numerous, finally.

· Some examples are not enumerative themselves but signal a need to find and enumerate one or more other concepts besides the concept presented in the statement containing the flag word.

· Thinking strategy:

· If a paragraph or sentence begins with the word first, there will be at least one more related concept or thing mentioned in a following sentence or paragraph.

· Find this additional item and continue reading to determine whether there are others.  These related items may be prefaced by other enumerative markers.

· Identify the complete set of things enumerated to explain the whole concept or the interrelationship of ideas spread out among several sentences or paragraphs.

· Active strategy:

· Form a simple numbered list of target items (key words only) in the margin of the text.

· Head the list with a label that categorizes the items enumerated.

Superlative Flag Words
· Words (markers) that indicate that the quality expressed by the adjective is possessed to the greatest or least degree by one person/thing in a comparison of persons/things (not all of which need to be mentioned in the same sentence).

· Examples:  most, least, best, worst, highest, lowest, largest.

· Thinking strategy:

· If something is said to possess the most or least of some quality, students should ask what it is being compared to:  all similar persons/things or just one other person/thing.

· Examine the sentence in which the superlative is used or examine the preceding or following sentences to determine what is being compared to what.

· Active strategy:

· Write a brief phrase (key words only) in the margin of the text to express the degree to which a specific thing is being compared to another specific thing or group of things that are similar or different.

Transitional Flag Words
· Words (markers) that indicate that there is an important link between the concept that follows this flag word and a concept that precedes it.

· Examples:  however, therefore, thus, additionally, consequently.

· Thinking strategy:

· When a sentence or clause begins with a word like however or therefore, students should ask whether the concept that follows this flag word is an exception to the conditions or ideas that came in the sentence before it.

· Students should also ask whether there could be a cause and effect relationship between the idea before the flag word and the ideas that follow it.

· Students determine how many concepts that come before the flag word are related in some way to the concept that follows it – and what those concepts are.

· Active strategy:

· Write in the margin of the text a note that paraphrases/illustrates the linked concepts.  Students may choose to use the word but instead of however to link the key words that come before and after the flag word.

· Students can substitute an arrow (() for therefore or thus to join a cause to an effect.

· For relationships marked by words like additionally, students can list, number, and label in the margin the preceding and following concepts.

Other Flag Words
· Descriptive words (markers) that indicate that there is some special or significant attribute inherent to the person/thing presented in the statement.  Concepts modified by these descriptors often appear in test questions.

· Examples:  perfect, unique, supreme, universal, alone, single, everlasting, only, other.

· Thinking strategy:

· Students apply any or all of the “who, where, what, when, why, how” questions that can be formulated from the original statement.

· Active strategy:

· Students note key words for the concept in the margin of the text.

· Students either recite this information aloud or allow someone else to quiz them orally on their notes.

