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Intended Benefits

· Elaborative interrogation is a method for learning material presented in factual prose or as factual statements.

· It is a form of “Why?” questioning that encourages students to take advantage of their prior knowledge or experience in order to make relationships between facts more understandable and memorable.

· Typical classroom questioning practices do not lead to consistent deep processing of material by students – usually only require recall of particular content.

· Generation of self-questions requires active analysis and meaningful transformation of the material by the student.

· Even attempting to answer why questions strengthens memory of the facts.

· Answering why questions is as good as constructing images to boost memory for facts, provided the questions are well focused.

· Although any question can increase arousal and effort during learning, why questions work only if they stimulate learners to tie together their past knowledge and the new information.

Example Text and “Why” Questions Generated

The grey seal lives with a group of other grey seals.  Each seal within the group lives on one special spot or rock.  The grey seal likes to live on the Maritime coast.  The grey seal eats fish that are found on the bottom of the sea.  The grey seal sleeps in shallow water.  The one big danger for the grey seal is the killer whale.

· Why does the grey seal live with a group of other seals?

· Why does the grey seal have one special spot?

· Why does the grey seal like to live on the Maritime coast?

· Why does the grey seal eat fish that are found on the bottom of the sea?

· Why does the grey seal sleep in shallow water?

· Why is the killer whale a big danger for the grey seal?

