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Intended Benefits

· A simple pictorial version of semantic mapping that uses an image to organize and convey the meaning of the text.

· Visual representations are particularly insightful for less skilled readers, who often have difficulty in organizing information from their content reading.

· Assists students, who may be familiar with the structure of narrative material, to recognize the organization of expository text structures and to more readily recall information.

· Combines the concepts of graphic organizers and visual arts to display information, which promotes reading, thinking, and memory development.

· Has an advantage over traditional word maps in that the student is not simply connecting ideas graphophonemically or even syntactically, but is also connecting them in a graphically semantic fashion.

· Activates prior knowledge, which focuses the student in accounting for the relationships among the elements and is vital to comprehension.

· Offers a concrete visual of the student’s comprehension or lack thereof.

· Completed maps are useful for initiating and stimulating discussion.  Comparison of individual student maps encourages students to be critical observers and thinkers in evaluating the material read.

· Students create a personal interpretation of the meaning in a visually ordered and relevant image, which facilitates recall.

· Couples both visual and verbal skills.

Creative Mapping

1. Model the new technique for students.  Stress that artistic ability is not the focus of the exercise, but illustration of the text’s main idea and the details that support it (see model attached).

2. Ask students to draw (or initially provide) a visual image that represents the main concept of the material.  At first, students find it easiest to settle on an image for the topic (e.g. spider).  As students become more skilled, encourage them to construct images that reflect the main idea as opposed to subject matter (e.g. how spiders help us).

3. Direct student’s attention, not only to the text, but also to within themselves, to find associations with prior knowledge.

4. Let the visual image itself stimulate critical thinking and promote rereading of the text for either literal or inferential information.  Details are placed in the most appropriate places.

Model:  “Death of the Unsinkable Titanic”

in Disasters! by Jamestown Publishers

Main Idea:
The ship passengers suffered great loss of life when the ship’s side was ripped

open by an iceberg.

Image:
A sinking ship surrounded by an iceberg, lifeboats, and a distant ship depicts

the main components mentioned in the text.

Instruction:
Students recall details from the text and their own experience and attach them

to relevant areas in the image.

Example:
The number “711” is placed under a lifeboat because this was the number of

survivors, but the phrase “over 1500” is placed on the sinking ship since this

was the approximate number of deaths.  Other information found in the article and from prior knowledge is shown in appropriate positions below.
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