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Intended Benefits

· To maximize academic achievement in students with mild MR, teachers should create a successful educational environment, which incorporates many of the following components:

	· Teacher-directed group formats
	· Appropriate pacing of lessons

	· High levels of student engagement
	· Questioning and feedback

	· Student-teacher interactions
	· Structured use of peers


· Two groups of instructional strategies that incorporate these components are student-centered methods (e.g. self-correction, self-questioning) and peer-mediated instruction (e.g. tutoring).

· CWPT involves the use of a peer to provide instruction to another student in classwide, reciprocal role arrangements.  This increases positive social interactions and improves interpersonal relationships.

· CWPT addresses the lack of class time during which students are actively engaged in activities that facilitate academic achievement.  It can also increase speech and fluency of student responding.

· CWPT is one strategy for managing the cognitive characteristics associated with mild mental retardaton (MR):

· Slow learning rate

· Failure to identify relevant features of tasks

· Difficulty responding spontaneously to newly learned material

· Difficulty regularizing learned skills to new situations

· Use of CWPT can reduce or eliminate failure due to students’ lack of opportunity to respond or practice.

Proven Applications

· To increase academic engagement and achievement in math, reading, and spelling for general education and at-risk students.

· To increase spelling achievement for general education elementary students.

· For students with mild disabilities in self-contained classrooms.

· To increase social studies comprehension for junior high students with mild disabilities in a resource room setting.

· To increase reading achievement for high-functioning students with autism and their typical peers in an inclusive, general education classroom.

Tutoring Procedures for Spelling
1. Typically, tutoring sessions are conducted four times a week for 20 minutes per day using teacher-designated spelling lists.  Session length can vary from 15-30 minutes when used as a practice activity instead of workbooks or independent seatwork.

2. All students are randomly paired by the teacher with occasional modifications made as needed (e.g. when two partners are too low achieving or behaviorally disruptive to be able to carry out the tutoring procedures accurately).  If there is an odd number of students, assign one student to be the lesson’s alternate or scorekeeper.

3. Each pair of students is then randomly assigned to one of two competing teams (e.g. red vs blue).

4. Peer partner and team assignments are changed weekly.

5. The desks of each pair are placed together during the session to facilitate transition into and from CWPT.  

6. Before beginning the CWPT session, the teacher places tutoring material packets on each desk (e.g. spelling list, point sheet, practice sheets).  Provide modified packets (e.g. shorter spelling lists, enlarged practice sheets, reading assistance from tutor) for MR students as necessary.

7. Announce the time limits and assign starting tutor/tutee roles.  During the 20-minute tutoring session, each student in a pair spends 10 minutes as tutor and 10 minutes as tutee.

8. The tutor reads the spelling word aloud.  The tutee says the letters aloud while writing the word.  The tutor monitors the tutee’s response.

9. If spelling is correct, the tutor awards 2 points and moves on to the next word.              If spelling is incorrect, the tutor spells the word and instructs the tutee to practice spelling out loud while writing the word 3 times.

If practice is correct, the tutor awards 1 point and moves on to the next word.

If practice is incorrect, the tutor awards no points and moves on to the next word.

10. Encourage students to go through the material as many times as possible within the time limits.  The more words they do, the more points they earn.

10. After 10 minutes, the tutor and tutee exchange roles and continue for another 10 minutes.  The teacher designates the time to switch with a bell, etc.

11. The teacher monitors the session by moving around the room, answering questions and providing bonus points for correct tutoring procedures (e.g. giving appropriate feedback) and cooperative behavior (e.g. staying on task, using a quiet voice).  

12. After the 20-minute session, students report the total number of points they earned to the teacher or scorekeeper who writes them on a poster under the appropriate team.  Also consider letting students accumulate extra team points during the week from correct quiz/test responses or other related activities.

13. The winning team is calculated and announced.  The losing team should be applauded for their efforts.  The winning team is reinforced with applause and special rewards or privileges, such as being first in line for recess or lunch, certificates, publishing the names from the winning team in the classroom or school newspaper.

Classwide Peer Tutoring Score Sheet

Name: ____________________________
Team: _______________________________

Date: _____________________________
Today’s Points: ________________________
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