Auditory Processes Important in Language and Learning

	Term
	Process

	
	

	Auditory analysis
	Ability to identify phonemes or morphemes embedded in words.

	Auditory association/

Auditory identification
	Ability to identify a sound with its source.

	Auditory attention
	Ability to pay attention to auditory signals, especially speech, for an extended time.

	Auditory blending
	Ability to synthesize isolated phonemes into words.

	Auditory closure
	Ability to understand the whole word or message when part is missing.

	Auditory discrimination
	Ability to discriminate among words and sounds that are acoustically similar.

Ability to differentiate among sounds of different frequency, duration, or intensity.

	Auditory figure-ground
	Ability to identify a primary speaker from a background of noise,

a.k.a. selective listening.

	Auditory memory/ Sequential memory
	Ability to store and recall auditory stimuli of different length or number in exact order.

	Binaural fusion

Binaural integration
	Ability to fuse into one sounds heard from two separate inputs (two ears).

	Binaural separation/

Dichotic listening
	Ability to attend to stimuli presented to one ear while ignoring stimuli presented to the opposite ear.

	Localization
	Ability to locate the source (from what direction) of sound.

	Temporal processing
	Ability to identify, discriminate, and sequence the time-related aspects of the acoustic/speech signal, e.g. onset of voicing (time vs dime), order of speech sounds (boots vs boost).


