Announcement and Reading Archive
I always seem to discover (or rediscover) something of interest/use every time I explore the ASHA website.  The most recent gem is the page containing over 500 handouts from the 2005 ASHA Convention. I didn't have to use my password to access this information, so anyone should be able to get to it.  Here are a few suggestions from me before you begin . . . 

Click "Session Title" to rearrange the information alphabetically (rather than by session number), however, numerous "A . . ." and "The . . ." titles prevent complete alphabetization. 

Click the handout icons (Word, Ppt, Pdf, Zipped) on the right of each session rather than the session title, which did not load anything of use for me. 

Use Ctl + F to "find" sessions by key word (e.g. AAC, autism, evidence-based, classroom, school). You can also use the search box at the top to search by speaker's name if you are looking for a specific author. 

Some documents will be only one or two page poster sessions, but they are usually crammed with information. I've printed and filed hard copies of some handouts; others I just saved to my computer. Most handouts provide very good information but some make you feel that "you had to be there." 

For Powerpoint documents, press F5 to view the information as a slide show (Esc when finished). To save paper if printing, change "Print what" from slides to handouts and choose how many per page depending on the size of the text.  Have fun!

AGS Publishing, now part of Pearson Assessments, has introduced a new electronic journal called EBP Briefs, a scholarly forum for guiding evidence-based practices in speech-language pathology.  This ejournal answers some of the biggest questions of your daily activities, supported with evidence by leaders in the field and written practically and efficiently for you to read and implement easily.  EBP Briefs will be published in electronic format on a quarterly basis, and in a hard-copy journal format annually.  Briefs in the 2006 inaugural volume include examinations of approaches used to address children’s needs in social communication, vocabulary, fluency, and phonology.

Volume 1, Number 1, April 2006:  Classroom-Based versus Pull-Out Language Intervention: An Examination of the Experimental Evidence
Volume 1, Number 2, July 2006:  Improving Communication for Children with Autism:  Does Sign Language Work?
Volume 1, Number 3, October 2006:  Evidence-Based Vocabulary Instruction for Elementary Students Via Storybook Reading
Just a reminder about the great ideas and back-to-school resources available from Reading Rockets.  Be sure to check out "Strategies to Help Kids Who Struggle" and "Techniques for Teaching Effectively" on the left.  Also, don't forget to share this with the teachers in your building, especially the new ones.
Check out the new articulation/phonology assessment tool available from Harcourt/PsychCorp, the Diagnostic Evaluation of Articulation and Phonology (DEAP)
Gillis Ward, Director of LEASSHI, shared this information from the Waukasha, WI, oral deaf program. This company makes these quiet booths for their HI classrooms which they use for individual speech and auditory work. They were actually designed as music practice booths for schools and colleges, but apparently are perfect for therapy because they are portable. On this site you will also find acoustical panels which might be an inexpensive option for schools to consider when improving classroom acoustics.  Wenger Corporation, Owatonna, MN (Toll-Free: 800-326-8373) 
Greenhouse Publications' Interactive Reading Books utilize the power of visual strategies so beginning readers can learn to associate pictures with words.  Students move and attach picture cards with hook and loop fasteners to match, identify, label, sequence and create sentences while learning to read.   They are appropriate for use in preschool and kindergarten reading, special education, early elementary, speech therapy, educational therapies, resource or inclusion classrooms, ESL studies, occupational therapy, and by parents.  Interactive books are fun and rewarding for children with and without special needs.  Greenhouse also publishes Interactive Communication Cards, which were designed to be used by individuals who are trained or will be trained in the PECS system of communication, and a Visual Schedule for the Classroom, which contains, 66 full-color, 3" x 3" pictures of school-day activities, including those of elementary and high schools.  
ASHA is pleased to present the 2006 edition of the Directory of Speech-Language Pathology Assessment Instruments. The purpose of this 400+ page directory is to provide speech-language pathologists with a comprehensive reference of assessment tools used to evaluate the speech, language, cognitive-communication, and swallowing abilities of individuals across the life span.  ASHA's Directory of Speech-Language Pathology Assessment Instruments was developed in response to frequent requests from ASHA members for information on assessments related to speech-language pathology.  Assessment instruments are categorized according to areas of practice in speech-language pathology.  Instruments that assess the impairment level and the activity/participation limitation level are included where possible.  Screening instruments are included with other tests in each category (e.g., articulation screening with articulation/phonology assessment).
For those of you who may be unaware, one of our very own Arkansas SLPs, Mary Frances Edwards, is in the midst of a very exciting adventure.  She decided to participate in a group sponsored by the Kerry County (Ireland) Down Syndrome Association, a parent group that decided to bring in therapists to provide services to their children.  To view some beautiful photos of the area in which she is working, go to http://arkansas-travelers.blogspot.com/.  In case you're not sure to whom I'm referring, Mary Frances' picture can be found about halfway down the page under the heading "Some Miscellaneous Interesting Pictures."  Send her and her friends an Arkansas 'howdy' at maryfdanal@hotmail.com. 
A new Resource Guide for math grades 3-8, literacy grades 3-8 and 11, and science grades 5 and 7 is now available for the teachers of students with significant cognitive disabilities. This Guide was developed by Arkansas teachers of special education and general education and is based on the grade level curriculum standards. It has activities arranged according to complexity and is aligned to the student learning expectations for each of the grades. This material will be useful for teachers of students with significant disabilities to use in instruction as well as in preparation of materials for the alternate portfolio. Questions regarding the material may be addressed to Tom Hicks or Charlotte Marvel. 
Improving Access to the General Curriculum for Students with Disabilities Through Collaborative Teaching is a professional development module available from the Access Center which explores the components of the definition of co-teaching, how co-teaching looks in the classroom, scheduling and planning issues, and the challenge of supervising and evaluating a co-teaching team. The module can be modified to accommodate audiences of teachers, supervisors and administrators, or a combined group of educators and administrators. 
ASHA Releases Side-by-Side Comparison Analysis of IDEA Part B Final Regulations.  ASHA has prepared a detailed analysis that focuses on select sections of the 2006 IDEA Part B final regulations which impact speech-language pathologists and audiologists practicing in a school setting.  The document is in the form of a “side-by-side comparison analysis” comprised of:  the 2006 IDEA Part B final regulations; the 1999 IDEA Part B regulations; and ASHA’s summary and impact analysis of the changes.  Additional technical assistance materials, including issue briefs on topics such as personnel qualifications, early intervening services, responsiveness-to-intervention, and cochlear implants will be developed and made available to further assist members in the implementation of these regulations. 
Forum on Strategizing Solutions to Personnel Shortages in Speech-Language Pathology.  The forum was held in Rockville, Maryland, Sept. 28 through Sept. 30, 2006. Invited participants met to brainstorm and discuss implementation of innovative solutions to address personnel shortages. The format for the meeting included presentations of successful models and partnerships and small group discussions to generate additional solutions and implementation strategies. 
Clinical Decision Making with Linguistically Diverse Learners:  A National Web-Based Training Program.  Funded by the Office of Multicultural Affairs of the American Speech-Language-Hearing Association.  Project Co-Investigators:  Kathryn Kohnert and Leslie Glaze.

We invite you to visit our Web site, http://www.clinicaldecision.umn.edu, to explore a new, web-based, interactive resource for speech language pathologists who serve linguistically diverse school aged learners. The project goal is to deliver free, on-demand, professional information for SLPs during the 2006-07 school year, including: 

· a self-study curriculum of information essential to clinical assessments and intervention with linguistically diverse learners

· links to other related resources

· “Ask a Colleague” link to a mentored, web-based, threaded discussion forum 

· four online lectures on advanced topics (e.g., hearing loss, cleft palate, autism, fluency), as they relate to linguistically diverse learners (beginning November 2006) 

We hope you will visit our site and share this resource with your colleagues.  If you have current ASHA CCCs and a minimum of three years of experience working with linguistically diverse populations, we also invite you to consider serving as a volunteer Guest Mentor for our “Ask a Colleague” discussion forum (see Guest Mentor link on the web site).  We welcome your comments and suggestions. 
Suggestions for Remediating 'sh' and 'ch'
Suggestions for Pragmatic Assessment in Adolescents
Suggestions for Targeting Pragmatics and Perspective-Taking
These are the compiled suggestions made on these topics during September 2006.  In the future, once the discussion forum is active, you'll be able to post questions or requests for help directly to our states' SLPs (rather than through me), as well as view and contribute suggestions on a variety of topics. 
Archived ASHA Article (2003) - Putting Research Into Practice:  Three-Tier Approach Holds Promise in Helping Children Read and Write by Susan Boswell.

A three-tier model that links research to practice and assessment to intervention holds promise for helping all children read and write. This model also could create collaborations among speech-language pathologists, psychologists, and teachers in implementing language-based instruction for preventing and treating reading and writing disabilities. 
Literacy brochures have been developed through the State Improvement Grant (SIG) to help parents work with their children at home to increase their literacy skills.  Focused on home-based activities at the preschool, early elementary, and late elementary levels, these brochures, titled “Ideas to Build Your Child’s Reading Skills,” are free and can be printed and shared with anyone who would like this important information. 

Also, if you missed the demonstration session at Special Show this summer, be sure to check out the Arkansas Literacy Intervention Matrix.  The Arkansas Literacy Intervention Matrix includes a) best practice, research based, curricular approaches to use with all students, including those with disabilities, to maximize total literacy success; b) probes to assist teachers in functional analysis of possible deficits in literacy, linked to c) sample lessons providing a framework to address a particular skill deficit. These lessons include Tier II, III, IV and V interventions to use for students with disabilities when they are not acquiring critical skills in these curricula and need different and/or more intensive strategies to facilitate mastery across the five essential elements of literacy.  Information for grades 5-12 is still under construction, but K-4 is available now. 
The ADE's CIR/CUIT Referral System, is a regional cadre of special education consultants who are available to provide school teams assistance for students within the primary handicapping categories of autism, mental retardation, multiple disabilities, orthopedic impairment, other health impairment, and visual impairment.  These services are free. 
Services can be requested by parents, guardians, caregivers, school personnel, or any other concerned party.  Simply click the "To request a service" link, then complete and submit the electronic form.  A CIR/CUIT resource will follow-up with you within 2 working days.  You can also navigate to the CIR/CUIT page from the Special Education website by clicking on "Direct Services to Students and Families."  
CIR/CUIT, which stands for Centralized Intake and Referral - Consultants Unified Intervention Team, is comprised of multidisciplinary professionals from the Easter Seals Outreach Program (ESO), the Behavior Intervention Consultants (BICS), Educational Services for the Visually Impaired (ESVI), and Post-school Outcome Interventions for Special Education (POISE). 
Vocabulary Power: Teaching Meaningful Words to Elementary Students:  This information was presented in a poster session during the ASHA Schools Conference in Phoenix, AZ in July 2006 by Jilana B. Alfonso, M.S., CCC-SLP, of Palm Beach County, FL. It is provided here with permission from the author.  Ideas and therapy activities are based on information from the Regional Reading Academy for SLPs sponsored by the Florida Center for Reading Research, February 2006, including Bringing Words to Life: Robust Vocabulary Instruction (Beck, McKeown, and Kucan, Guilford Press, 2002) 
Selecting Quality Children's Books: A User's Guide:  This information was presented in a poster session during the ASHA Schools Conference in Phoenix, AZ in July 2006 by Lauren Lusinger, M.S., CF-SLP, and Dee M. Lance, Ph.D., CCC-SLP. It is provided here with permission from Dr. Lance. 
Modifying Instructional Language:  This information was presented in a poster session during the ASHA Schools Conference in Phoenix, AZ in July 2006 by Mary Ann Toner, CCC-SLP, and Donna Helmer, CCC-SLP, representing the University of Arkansas at Fayetteville. It is provided here with permission from the authors. 
Listening Comprehension and Reading:  This information was presented in a poster session during the ASHA Schools Conference in Phoenix, AZ in July 2006 by Diana B. Newman, Ph.D., CCC-SLP. It is provided here with permission from this author. Please direct questions to Dr. Newman at newmand5@southernct.edu. 
An Innovative Educational Approach to Addressing Articulation Differences (Offering short-term, intensive general education services to children with single sound errors in San Diego City Schools):  This information was presented in a poster session during the ASHA Schools Conference in Phoenix, AZ in July 2006 by Jennifer Taps, M.A., CCC-SLP.  It is provided here with permission from this author. Please direct questions to Jennifer at mailto:jtaps@sandi.net. 
Just a thought . . . I think that many publishing companies (e.g. PsychCorp) that offer special, reduced, or introductory prices for their products only do so until the next catalog becomes available, which is often at the beginning of the new year.  If you've been considering the purchase of new tools or materials, you might want to check on this with the appropriate publisher and order before the end of the year.  
Or two . . . I've also just realized that SLPs buy and sell assessment and therapy materials on eBay.  Just search "speech language" to see what's available on any given day.  I've seen some nice looking materials priced unbelievably low.  This might be a good site to bookmark and check periodically for bargains.    sw
Psychologists To Study How We Put Stress Into Words:  "New research by psychologist Dr Padraic Monaghan, of the University of York, will try to answer the question.  He is leading a new project to study the mechanism of language processing that governs how stress is assigned in words.  The research findings may help in the treatment of reading difficulties and assist in learning a second language, as well as potentially helping recovery after brain injury."  [Full article]  News-Line.com, December 1, 2006
Adult ADHD:  "Politicians often are accused of 'not paying attention' and, apparently, their critics may be right. Elected officials and entertainers are surpassed only by trades people, according to a new survey, as the most likely among people in 14 various professions to exhibit signs of Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder.  The national survey was conducted for the Attention Deficit Disorder Association and released in September."  [Full Article]  ADVANCE Online, December 15, 2006.
Toddlers Learn Complex Actions:  "Parents who engage in the age-old tradition of picture book reading not only are encouraging early reading development in their children but also are teaching their toddlers about the world around them, according to a new study. This finding shows that interactions with life-like color pictures can aid in children’s learning (Developmental Psychology, November 2006)."  [Full Article]  ADVANCE Online, December 15, 2006.
Fear Center Shrinks in Socially Impaired Autistic Brain:  "The brain’s fear hub likely becomes abnormally small in the most severely socially impaired males with autism spectrum disorders researchers funded by the National Institutes of Health’s (NIH) National Institute of Mental Health (NIMH) and the National Institute on Child Health and Human Development (NICHD) have discovered (Archives of General Psychiatry, December 2006)."  [Full Article]  ADVANCE Online, December 15, 2006. 
Authentic Assessment of Functional Performance:  "In 2000 the American Speech-Language-Hearing Association documented the need for new assessment tools and models other than standardized measures by stating, 'The shift to more contextually relevant intervention has brought about a dramatic realignment in the way speech-language pathologists will need to assess performance and design instruction that links with the student's curriculum.  Dynamic assessment, responsiveness to intervention, fast mapping, play-based assessment, language sample analysis and authentic assessment are some examples of such new assessment tools and models.'"  [Full Article] ADVANCE Online, July 17, 2006. 
Use Drama in a Collaborative Approach:  "Research suggests that drama improves reading skills.  It is also well documented that special education students learn in a variety of ways.  Repetition, hands-on and visual strategies are important teaching methods."  [Full Article]  ADVANCE Print Archive, v16, n27, July 3, 2006. 
Factors to Consider in /r/ Intervention:  ". . . tongue placement and lip posture are not the only factors to consider when doing /r/ intervention.  The other factor is resonance."  [Full Article]  Letters to the Editor, ADVANCE Print Archive, v16, n13, April 17, 2006.  (Tip from Shelly:  While you're here, search "/r/ intervention" for additional comments from others.) 
The ChatterVox, a portable voice amplifier which was originally developed to assist people with voice disabilities, may be a cost effective alternative to wireless classroom amplification systems.   It consists of a rechargeable “fanny pack” amplifier and speaker unit that can boost your voice volume by as much as 18 decibels, along with a comfortable headset microphone.  Read more about the benefits to educators and students.  
Over the years, I've been asked several times about the assistive listening devices available through Radio Shack.  Until today (Thank you Division 16!) I never knew what they were called and RS staff didn't know what I was talking about when I described them.  These devices are called Amplified Listeners and range in price from $25 to $35.  Add the cost of headphones and batteries and you've got an inexpensive alternative to an auditory trainer -- at least for trial purposes.  I don't know how well they would stand up to everyday, all day use or if they are even appropriate for use in the classroom, but it's worth a look.  They would certainly facilitate listening during auditory bombardment.   sw
Therapy Tips - Collaborate with Teachers on Scheduling:  "Scheduling.  If there's a word that strikes fear into the heart of the most experienced of us, it's the s-word.  Why is this so?  We are professionals.  We know what to do and how to do it.  So why should scheduling in the schools be such a nightmare?"  [ADVANCE, Vol. 16, Issue 49, December 4, 2006]  Also see a response, Three Things That Help With Scheduling, in the Letters to the Editor.  [ADVANCE, Vol. 17, Issue 2, January 8, 2007]  Thanks to Lisa Poteet, SLP at Chicot Elementary, for sharing this information.
Is the Autism Epidemic a Myth?:  "Epidemic is a powerful word.  It generates bold headlines, congressional hearings, research dollars and dramatic, high-stakes hunts for culprits.  It's a word that has lately been attached to autism.  How else to account for the fact that a disorder that before 1990 was reported to affect just 4.7 out of every 10,000 American children now strikes 60 per 10,000, according to many estimates -- the equivalent of 1 in 166 kids?"  [Full article]  TIME, January 12, 2007.
The Arkansas Speech-Language-Hearing Association (ArkSHA) is conducting a survey to find ways to better serve members and to offer programs that will attract new members. Please take 5 minutes and follow the link below to fill out a survey about how ArkSHA might serve you better. Thanks!  Laura Smith-Olinde, President of ArkSHA, 2007.http://www.surveymonkey.com/s.asp?u=515252628362
A Hog on Ice and Other Curious Expressions by Charles Earle Funk.  Denise Nesbitt, SLP in Little Rock, recently shared information about this wonderful little book which she has used when working on figurative and nonliteral language with her students who have autism.  It gives the "expression," such as “rule the roost” or “doesn’t know beans,” describes the meaning, then provides a story and the history behind the expression. 
Curriculum-Based Intervention: Therapy or Tutoring?:  "One of the main issues currently being debated in speech-language pathology is the role of the speech-language pathologist in providing curriculum-based intervention.  Some professionals believe this type of intervention resembles tutoring to a large degree, and tutoring is not our job."  [Full Article]  ADVANCE Online, October 16, 2006.
 The most recent issue (v1, n4) of the electronic journal called EBP Briefs, a scholarly forum for guiding evidence-based practices in speech-language pathology, is now available.  The title of this issue is Social Skills Intervention for Adolescents with Autism Spectrum Disorders: A Review of the Experimental Evidence by Sloane Burgess and Lyn S. Turkstra.  "Adolescents encounter a variety of complex social situations each day that present several communication behavior challenges.  With the vast array of therapy materials and approaches available, how would a clinician determine the most recent evidence available supporting current intervention practices?"  An annual print edition of EBP Briefs is also available and contains the first four issues as well as two additional articles not available electronically.
Companies mine growth of MP3 homework:  "Students are using MP3 players more to listen to downloaded books, textbook study guides and language labs on-the-go. Books and personal stereos have always been portable, of course, but audio books are easier to carry around in MP3 form. A typical 300-page novel might take up 12 CDs, but only a tiny portion of an MP3 player's memory and prices for audiobook downloads are mostly comparable to audio CDs."  [Full article]  USA Today, February 6, 2007.
House Bill 1131 (HB1131:  An Act To Establish The Arkansas Legislative Commission on Traumatic Brain Injury; and For Other Purposes) will be presented on January 23, 2007.  The main sponsor of this bill is Representative Sandra Prater. The bill would create a commission to look into the need for a brain injury commission that would  examine service delivery gaps and identify the number of head injured persons in Arkansas.  Currently it is difficult to obtain federal monies without an accurate count of the number of head injuries that occur in the state.  We are beginning to have some idea of the number of school children with TBI, but not the adults.  With the war in Iraq and the number of soldiers returning with head injuries, this bill is even more critical than it would have been previously.  Please contact your senator and representative to let them know that you support for this very important bill.  It is especially important that the Public Health Welfare and Labor Committee members be contacted.  Thank you.  Aleecia Starkey, MSP, CCC-SLP, Consultant for Students with Traumatic Brain Injury 
ASHA’s National Center for Evidence-Based Practice in Communication Disorders (N-CEP) ". . . embarked upon a project to identify and obtain clinical practice guidelines from all over the world related to audiology and speech-language pathology. Clinical practice guidelines, when tied directly to a systematic review of scientific evidence, can be an invaluable tool in helping clinicians to make the best decisions with and for their clients.  Also included in this compendium are a limited number of systematic reviews. These reviews can be an important and time-saving resource for clinicians wishing to incorporate evidence into their clinical decision making. Each review included in the compendium has been evaluated by N-CEP staff according to some basic quality indicators."
10-minute test helps tell if your child is dyslexic:  "The Grammar and Phonology Screening (GAPS) test, developed by speech therapists and psychologists, screens young children for language disorders from the age of 3.  By testing simple grammatical and pre-reading skills, parents, teachers or assistants can check whether a child is 'school-ready' or may need more help."  [Full article]  TIMES Online, January 23, 2007.
Response-to-Intervention —The Promise and the Peril:  "At first glance, response-to-intervention (RTI) is a method to identify learning disabilities.  But, RTI could play a much larger role.  It has the ability to transform how we educate students—all students.  With RTI, students may get the support they need as soon as they show signs that they are having difficulty learning, regardless of whether or not they have a disability."  [Full article]  CEC Today, February, 7, 2007.
Response to Intervention (RTI) Web Forum:  On January 22 (rescheduled from December 12), ASHA Division 16 sponsored a live web event on RTI.  As this was a live web event, the archive contains no audio or video and, obviously, you cannot post any messages to the discussion, but a transcript of the content is available in ASHA's Forum archives.  Click here to view this information.  ASHA login and password are required.  P.S.  Sorry, gang.  I totally missed the rescheduled date for the live forum.  sw
Largest-ever Search For Autism Genes Reveals New Clues:  "The largest search for autism genes to date, funded in part by the National Institutes of Health (NIH), has implicated components of the brain's glutamate chemical messenger system and a previously overlooked site on chromosome 11. Based on 1,168 families with at least two affected members, the genome scan adds to evidence that tiny, rare variations in genes may heighten risk for autism spectrum disorders (ASD)."  [Full article]  Science Daily, February 18, 2007.
Law May Accommodate Learning Disabled:  "When Tori Boyles, of Columbia, Mo., takes a test at school, an adult often reads the questions to her because the 9-year-old has learning disabilities that make reading difficult.  That kind of accommodation generally is not allowed for the reading test that public school students take under the federal No Child Left Behind law.  Also, skipping the exam is not permitted for Tori, who has spina bifida, a condition often accompanied by learning problems."  [Full article]  Associated Press, February 10, 2007.
Using Functional Assessment and Data-Based Problem-Solving to Address Students’ Academic and Behavioral Needs:  Integrating the Grade- and Building-Level SPRINT (School Prevention, Review, and Intervention Team) Process toward Effective Outcome-Based Services for All Students:  "In an integrated service delivery system that provides comprehensive services to all students, there are times when certain students are not making the desired level of academic or behavioral progress in the regular education classroom and curriculum. . . . The SPRINT’s Central Mode of Operation:  Problem-Solving, Consultation, and Intervention." (Knoff, 2005)  [Complete document] 
Brain Wave Changes in Adolescence:  "Brain wave changes in adolescence are related to age, not sexual maturation, and may be associated with one of the brain’s major reorganization projects: synaptic pruning, a recent study finds."  [Full article]  ADVANCE Newsletter, February 22, 2007.
A gentle path to relaxation - Form of yoga helps young people with disabilities:  "'Let's begin to relax the toes, relax the feet, soften the ankles,' Shauna Frantz told her students in a calming, almost hypnotic voice.  The students, some with autism, others with developmental disabilities, obeyed her instructions as best they could, stretching their limbs on their yoga mats, their heads on colorful pillows they'd brought from home."  [Full article]  Pittsburgh Post-Gazette, February 22, 2007.  
Study says students are learning less:  " U.S. high school students are taking tougher classes, receiving better grades and, apparently, learning less than their counterparts of 15 years ago.  Those were the discouraging implications of two reports issued Thursday by the federal Department of Education, assessing the performance of students in both public and private schools."  [Full article]  Los Angeles Times, February 22, 2007.
Clue To Cause of Dyslexia:  "Brain imaging has helped researchers to locate the brain regions that might cause dyslexia."  [Full article]  Daily Telegraph (London), February 21, 2007.
Exceptional Special Educator Award (ESEA):  This is an award, sponsored by Teachers of Tomorrow, Next Success Inc., and the Arkansas Teacher Housing Development Foundation, honoring a special education teacher who is currently serving in an Arkansas public school.  Anyone may nominate a special education professional for this award.  All nominees will be recognized during the Teachers of Tomorrow Banquet in April 2007, however, the ESEA award recipient will receive a monetary award for their personal use.  Please share this announcement with your colleagues in special education.  Click here for the nomination form. 
Music Training Tunes Human Auditory System:  "A newly published study by Northwestern University researchers suggests that Mom was right when she insisted that you continue music lessons -- even after it was clear that a professional music career was not in your future.  The study, which will appear in the April issue of Nature Neuroscience, is the first to provide concrete evidence that playing a musical instrument significantly enhances the brainstem's sensitivity to speech sounds. This finding has broad implications because it applies to sound encoding skills involved not only in music but also in language."  [Full article]  Science Daily, March 13, 2007
See Jane Sing: Musical Software Improves Students' Reading:  "It began as a learn-to-sing program, but a Tampa company's software is improving students' reading comprehension at schools around the state."  [Full article]  St. Petersburg Times, March 13, 2007
Classroom Design Improves Education For Children With Autism:  "The standard of education for children with autism spectrum disorders (ASD) can be improved by better classroom design, but often not enough attention is given to their needs. Now, researchers Coventry University's Design Ergonomics Applied Research Group have developed a new environment that is engaging autistic children in schools through digital technology."  [Full article]  Science Daily, March 8, 2007
New Guidelines on Swallowing in Schools Available on ASHA’s Web site:  The “Guidelines for Speech-Language Pathologists Providing Swallowing and Feeding Services in Schools” is now available on ASHA’s Web site at www.asha.org/policy.  The document was developed by Emily Homer, Sheryl Amaral, Joan Arvedson, Randy Kurjan, Cindy O’Donoghue, and Joan Sheppard.  It was supported by Division 13 Swallowing and Swallowing Disorders (Dysphagia) and Division 16 (School-Based Issues) and was approved by the Legislative Council in February.  The guidelines address issues such as educational relevance, setting up a dysphagia team, and different models and procedures for delivering services. 
Pragmatic Communication Skills:  "Students with pragmatic communication issues often have difficulty with physical space. The speech-language pathologist and teacher will want to explore seating arrangements in the classroom that best meet individual student needs."  [ADVANCE Online, February 26, 2007]  Also see a related article titled Team Approach to Pragmatic Skills Is Crucial.  [ADVANCE, Vol. 17, Issue 8, February 19, 2007]
Summer Reading Skills Programs:  This summer the University of Arkansas School of Continuing Education and Academic Outreach is offering eight summer reading skills programs for children and adults.  These classes, taught by professional instructors from the Institute of Reading Development, will meet once each week for five weeks at Lutheran High School in Little Rock.  Tuition for each five-week program is $299.  They are offering five different programs for 4-year-olds through students entering 5th grade which will address phonics, comprehension, fluency and love of reading.  Two programs targeting comprehension, reading speed, and study skills are available for students entering 6th through 8th grade.  For adults, college-level and high school students, a class on speed reading for work, school, and recreation will be available.  To register or receive more information, call Nancy Hairston at 800-979-9151.
EARS (Educational Audiology Resource Services):  This outreach program of Arkansas Children's Hospital is designed to provide educational audiology for school districts in order to meet the requirements of IDEA.  The services provided include managing screening programs, conducting audiological assessments, assisting with amplification and classroom technical needs, recommending modifications for students with auditory processing disorders and cochlear implants, counseling parents and teachers, contributing to IEP development, and conducting focused in-service trainings.  For further information, call 501-363-4319 or email EARS@archildrens.org.  Click the title above for their brochure. 
The new DynaVox representative for the Arkansas, Western Tennessee, and Eastern Oklahoma areas is Chris Wren.   Please contact him if you need anything at all.  1-800-344-1778, ext. 7986. 
New Regulations to More Accurately Assess Students With Disabilities:  "U.S. Secretary of Education Margaret Spellings today announced new regulations under No Child Left Behind (NCLB) allowing states to test certain students with disabilities using an alternate assessment that more appropriately aligns with students' needs and yields more meaningful results for schools and parents.  Under the new regulations released today, states may develop modified academic achievement standards based on grade-level content, and alternate assessments based on those standards, for students with disabilities who are capable of achieving high standards but may not reach grade level in the same timeframe as their peers.  States may count proficient and advanced test scores on these alternate assessments for up to 2.0 percent of all students assessed when calculating adequate yearly progress (AYP) under NCLB."  [Full press release]  U.S. Department of Education, April 4, 2007
Timing and Duration of Student Participation in Special Education in the Primary Grades:  This Issue Brief from the National Center for Education Statistics (NCES) reports the timing of entry into special education and the number of grades in which students receive special education across the primary grades.  [Issue Brief]  USDOE, March 2007
New DVD already a blockbuster resource:  "It was just released in March, and already Stuttering:  Basic Clinical Skills is a winning production.  This DVD features more than two hours of demonstrations of speech management strategies for speech-language therapists working with children and adults who stutter.  It includes footage in identification, exploring stuttering, exploring change, soft starts, changing rate, voluntary stuttering, holding/tolerating the moment of stuttering, pullouts, cancellations, transfer, and disclosure.  The title may say "basic," but the detailed therapy clips and instructional commentaries by specialists in the area of stuttering are excellent for all professionals."  This DVD is available from The Stuttering Foundation for $40.00. 
 Is Stuttering Characterized by Subtypes?:  "With few exceptions, every entity in the universe can find its place within a system of classification.  These have an important role in the organization and enhancement of knowledge.  Although certain features of stuttering are relatively consistent, such as the age at onset of the disorder and the presence of certain core speech disfluencies, there are large differences in many aspects of the disorder across people who stutter, including variations in expression of symptoms and their severity."  [Full article]  The Stuttering Foundation, Summer 2007.
ASHA's Working Group on IDEA products is continuing its revision of two of ASHA's most widely requested resources, IDEA and Your Caseload and Developing Educationally Relevant IEPs, to incorporate the Part B final regulations of IDEA 2004.  The revised products, entitled IDEA Part I: Conducting Educationally Relevant Assessments and IDEA Part II: Developing Educationally Relevant IEPs, are scheduled for release later this year.
Determining Appropriate Referrals of English Language:  "The numbers of English language learners in the United States are rapidly increasing. This invaluable resource provides administrators and others with an easy-to-use guide to understanding and addressing the impact of special education referral and classification processes on English language learners. The book covers key issues such as:  how to review student data and determine if your school may have an over representation (or under representation) of English language learners in special education; strategies for improving communication with English language learners and their families; and a strategy that many schools are using, Teacher Assistance Teams."  Available from the CEC Store for under $20.
Nita Stillwell, SLP in northeast Arkansas, attended the 1st Annual Jane LeBlanc Conference at ASU on June 7-8, as well as Laura Corby’s autism presentation, and has shared a nice report of the information provided. Click here to view her comments.
Devices combat learning disabilities:  "A burgeoning number of 'assistive learning' devices -- which bypass or compensate for a learning deficit -- have revolutionized the reading and writing processes for many people with learning disabilities.  Some devices are already included in computer hardware and software.  Others must be purchased separately.  Prices are usually from $75 to $300.  [Full article]  Indianapolis Star, April 24, 2007.
Dyslexia causes brain to use wrong side for reading:  "Auckland University psychologist Karen Waldie has been carrying out a brain-mapping study that shows dyslexics try to read with the right side of their brains, not the left.  Using a new magnetic resonance imaging machine, or MRI, she has mapped the brains of dyslexics and non-dyslexics as they perform verbal and non-verbal tasks.  In the non-verbal tasks, dyslexic brains work in exactly the same way as others, however, the verbal tasks show increased blood flow to the right hemisphere of the dyslexic brain, proving that dyslexics try to read the wrong way with the right side."  [Full article]  New Zealand Herald, April 24, 2007
Supes call for wholesale changes to NCLB:  "As Congress sets about the difficult task of revamping the federal No Child Left Behind Act (NCLB), the six-year-old education law once considered a hallmark of President Bush's presidency, several school superintendents are calling for wholesale changes to the bill.  Speaking at the American Association of School Administrators' annual Legislative Advocacy Conference in Washington, D.C., on April 20, members of Public Schools for Tomorrow (PSFT), a group of current and former school administrators in favor of educational reform, said NCLB, though well-intentioned, has failed to close the achievement gap between rich and poor students and has not delivered on its promise of measurable academic gains for all children."  [Full article]  eSchool News, April 24, 2007.
A Principal's Guide to Special Education - Revised (2006):  This resource has virtually everything principals need to know about special education, from special education law to selecting and evaluating special education staff.  Topics include discipline, IDEA 2004, NCLB, evaluation of students with disabilities, inclusion, adaptations, and due process.  New and experienced principals alike will find this book invaluable. Available from the CEC Store for under $55, ISBN 0-86586-426-8. 
Determining Appropriate Referrals of English Language Learners to Special Education (2003):  The numbers of English language learners in the United States are rapidly increasing.  This invaluable resource provides administrators and others with an easy-to-use guide to understanding and addressing the impact of special education referral and classification processes on English language learners.  The book covers key issues such as: how to review student data and determine if your school may have an overrepresentation (or underrepresentation) of English language learners in special education; strategies for improving communication with English language learners and their families; and a strategy that many schools are using, Teacher Assistance Teams.  Available from the CEC Store for under $20, ISBN 086586-972-3, 72 pages.
Doyle pushes for national clearinghouse on autism, improved services:  "U.S. Rep. Mike Doyle yesterday introduced a bill that would provide $350 million to improve services for people with autism, creating a national 'clearinghouse' for research and information on treatments.  The legislation comes on the heels of a report from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention showing that about one child of 150 is affected by autism."  [Full article]  Pittsburg Post-Gazette, April 18, 2007.
Maybe It's Dyslexia, Not Laziness:  "Jake Abbott was a miserable speller, a disorganized student with poor grades who would end up in tears over his homework in third, fourth and fifth grades.  'He needs to put in that extra effort if he wants to do well,' a teacher wrote in third grade. 'Study spelling words,' was the advice after a D- in fifth grade.  You know the type.  Lazy."  [Full article]  Hartford Courant, April 17, 2007.
Emotional Eavesdropping:  "University of Washington (UW) researchers have found that 18-month-old toddlers engage in what they call 'emotional eavesdropping' by listening and watching emotional reactions directed by one adult to another and then using this emotional information to shape their own behavior.  Betty Repacholi, PhD, and Andrew Meltzoff, PhD, of the UW Institute for Learning and Brain Sciences in Seattle say the research indicates infants understand other people’s emotional states at a very young age."  [Full article]  ADVANCE Online, April 16, 2007.
New Regulations to More Accurately Assess Students With Disabilities: "U.S. Secretary of Education Margaret Spellings today announced new regulations under No Child Left Behind (NCLB) allowing states to test certain students with disabilities using an alternate assessment that more appropriately aligns with students' needs and yields more meaningful results for schools and parents. Under the new regulations released today, states may develop modified academic achievement standards based on grade-level content, and alternate assessments based on those standards, for students with disabilities who are capable of achieving high standards but may not reach grade level in the same timeframe as their peers. States may count proficient and advanced test scores on these alternate assessments for up to 2.0 percent of all students assessed when calculating adequate yearly progress (AYP) under NCLB." [Full press release] U.S. Department of Education, April 4, 2007. 

ASHA has released a summary of the final regulations under the No Child Left Behind (NCLB) Act that allows states to assess certain students with disabilities using an alternate assessment, commonly referred to as the 2% rule.
The Disorder Is Sensory;  The Diagnosis, Elusive:  Bizarre, overblown reactions to everyday sensations may be common in children with developmental disorders, such as autism, but they may also occur on their own in many otherwise healthy youngsters. Therapists and researchers are petitioning the American Psychiatric Association to include "sensory-processing disorder" in its next Diagnostic and Statistical Manual, which could bring more research and treatment funding.  [Full article]  New York Times, June 5, 2007.
Reading Program Produces:  "Several Durham elementary schoolers who once could barely read are now out-performing some of their peers through a pilot program, according to data released Monday, [June 4].  Over the past four years, teachers at nine Durham elementary schools were trained in the Reading Achievement Program, a model to develop literacy in children with learning disabilities, limited English proficiency and other challenges.  The teachers have used the training to remediate more than 150 students in second through fifth grades."  [Full article]  The News and Observer, June 5, 2007.  For more information on the Reading Achievement Program, go to www.rti.org or www.hillcenter.org.
Response to Intervention - A Practical Guide for Every Teacher:  For educators new to the RTI approach, Response to Intervention presents an overview of key concepts with guidelines for accountability practices that benefit students in inclusive classrooms.  Presenting the three tiers of RTI techniques, the authors demonstrate how general and special education teachers can use research-based interventions effectively to individualize instruction, monitor individual student progress, and implement strategies to meet the specific needs of all students.  Featuring helpful charts and reproducibles, this timely resource is sure to become a valuable guide.  Available from the CEC Store for under $30.  ISBN 1-41295-386-3.
ASHA BookTalk:  ASHA proudly announces its newest program committed to providing a fun and convenient way for you to earn ASHA Continuing Education Units (CEUs) while staying up-to-date with current developments in your field.  ASHA BookTalk is a fully customizable regular meeting – designed by you.  Pick a book relevant to your field and get together with four to ten speech-language pathologists or audiologists and talk about what you've read.  Chances are, you'll read many of these books anyway – so why not get credit for it?  Read about how ASHA BookTalk works. 
Imaging Study Provides Clues About Autism:  "In research presented May 4 at the annual International Meeting for Autism Research in Seattle, UCLA scientists demonstrated a clear link between a child’s inability to imitate expressions on the faces of other people and a lack of activity in the mirror-neuron system (MNS).  Mirror neurons fire when an individual performs an action with a goal in mind.  They also fire when one watches another individual perform that same action. Neuroscientists believe this “mirroring” is the neural mechanism by which the actions, intentions and emotions of other people can be automatically understood."  [Full article]  ADVANCE Online, May 7, 2007. 
Book Recommendation from Jill Simpson:  Born on a Blue Day is a journey into one of the most fascinating minds alive today -- guided by its owner himself.  Daniel Tammet sees numbers as shapes, colors, and textures, and he can perform extraordinary calculations in his head.  He can learn to speak new languages fluently, from scratch, in a week.  In 2004, he memorized and recited more than 22,000 digits of pi, setting a record.  He has savant syndrome, an extremely rare condition that gives him almost unimaginable mental powers, much like those portrayed by Dustin Hoffman in the film Rain Man.  Daniel has a compulsive need for order and routine -- he eats the same precise amount of cereal for breakfast every morning and cannot leave the house without counting the number of items of clothing he's wearing.  When he gets stressed or is unhappy, he closes his eyes and counts.  But in one crucial way Daniel is not at all like the Rain Man:  he is virtually unique among people who have severe autistic disorders in that he is capable of living a fully independent life.  He has emerged from the "other side" of autism with the ability to function successfully -- he is even able to explain what is happening inside his head.  Born on a Blue Day is a triumphant and uplifting story, starting from early childhood, when Daniel was incapable of making friends and prone to tantrums, to young adulthood, when he learned how to control himself and to live independently, fell in love, experienced a religious conversion to Christianity, and most recently, emerged as a celebrity.  The world's leading neuroscientists have been studying Daniel's ability to solve complicated math problems in one fell swoop by seeing shapes rather than making step-by-step calculations.  Here he explains how he does it, and how he is able to learn new languages so quickly, simply by absorbing their patterns. Fascinating and inspiring, Born on a Blue Day explores what it's like to be special and gives us an insight into what makes us all human -- our minds.
Arkansas 2-1-1:  In February, Governor Mike Beebe announced a new statewide telephone system, “Arkansas 2-1-1,” that, beginning this summer, will connect Arkansans with community-assistance programs and volunteer opportunities.  “This cooperative effort will provide Arkansans with a single, easy-to-remember number they can call to find assistance or volunteer to help provide it,” Beebe said.  The services that Arkansans will be able to access through 2-1-1 include:  

· Food banks, Meals on Wheels, clothing closets, shelters and rent and utility assistance

· Health insurance programs, medical-information lines, Medicaid and Medicare, ARKids First, maternal health, counseling and support-group services, drug-and-alcohol intervention and rehabilitation 

· Child care, after-school programs, Head Start, family-resource centers, mentoring and tutoring, recreational programs and protective service

· Adult day care, respite care, home health care and transportation

· Job training, transportation and education programs

· Volunteer opportunities and donations

For more information, go to http://www.arkansas211.org/.
Childhood Social Skills Linked to Learning Ability:  "While federal programs such as No Child Left Behind emphasize the importance of academic skills to school success and achievement, there is growing interest in how social skills develop and how they contribute to learning.  Research presented at the 2007 meeting of the Society for Research in Child Development by a team of Michigan State University researchers in April indicate that a child’s social skills at age three could predict his or her future social and academic performance."  [Full article]  ADVANCE Online, July 9, 2007
Social Skills Programs Largely Ineffective for Children with Autism:  "A meta-analysis of 55 published research studies reveals programs designed to teach social skills to children with autism are failing to meet their goals.  The study, conducted at Indiana University (IU), found that outcomes for social skills training were poor overall, but programs held in normal classroom settings were more likely to result in positive changes than programs held in other environments."  [Full article]  ADVANCE Online, June 25, 2007
Gene Restoration in Human Inner Ear Cells:  "Researchers at the University of Virginia (UVa) Health System have discovered a way to transfer genes, which they hope will restore hearing, into diseased tissue of the human inner ear.  This important step brings scientists closer to curing genetic or acquired hearing loss."  [Full article]  ADVANCE Online, June 25, 2007
Vaccine Helps Reduce Ear Infections:  "A vaccine has been shown to help reduce the number of infants and toddlers developing frequent ear infections, according to new research (Pediatrics, April 2007).  Katherine A. Poehling, MD, a pediatrician at Brenner Children’s Hospital, part of Wake Forest University Baptist Medical Center and a team of researchers followed about 27,000 children in New York and 150,000 children in Tennessee from birth to two years old who were born after the pneumococcal conjugate vaccine (PCV7) was licensed.  The researchers found that, during the time that vaccine coverage increased, the number of vaccinated children who developed frequent ear infections and/or received ear tubes declined by 16 percent in Tennessee and 25 percent in New York."  [Full article]  ADVANCE Online, June 22, 2007
Did you know that ASHA members have access to a wide variety of popular products from other publishers -- all at 10% off the list price?  Over 60 assessments, reference books, and therapy tools are available at an exclusive member discount.  I personally recommend the following items: 

· Assessment of Literacy and Language (ALL)

· Children’s Communication Checklist 2 (CCC-2) 

· Diagnostic Evaluation of Articulation and Phonology (DEAP) 

· Diagnostic Evaluation of Language Variation (DELV) Norm Referenced 

· Diagnostic Evaluation of Language Variation (DELV) Screening Test 

· Eliciting Sounds (2nd Edition), W. Secord 

Though I have not reviewed them, these items appear to be highly relevant and useful for school-based SLPs. 

· Assessment in Speech-Language Pathology: A Resource Manual 

· Basic Auditory Tests Compact Disc-2nd Edition 

· Collaborating With Interpreters and Translators AND Interpreters and Translators in Communication Disorders 

· Learning to Hear Again With a Cochlear Implant 

· Making a Difference for America's Children: Speech-Language Pathologists in Public Schools AND Making a Difference in the Era of Accountability: Update on NCLB and IDEA 2004 

· Sound Field Amplification, Applications to Speech Perception and Classroom Acoustics 

· The Child and Adolescent Stuttering Treatment and Activity Resource Guide


Back to School 2.0:  "Children in Grapevine, Ark., often board the school bus in the dark, some even packing pillows and blankets.  For students in Arkansas' rural Sheridan School District, the ride can last as long as an hour and a half, and probably seems longer thanks to rules against behavior that could distract the driver.  But lately the 15-hour weekly commute is looking up.  Thanks to a pilot program called the Aspirnaut Initiative, the bus has been outfitted with an Internet router and the children have been given either video iPods or laptops.  The machines have been loaded with educational videos such as National Geographic Society's Wild Chronicles to teach concepts such as the relationship between predator and prey."  [Full article]  BusinessWeek Online, September 6, 2007 


Overcoming Dyslexia -- Timing Of 'Connections' In Brain Is Key:  "Using new software developed to investigate how the brains of dyslexic children are organized, University of Washington researchers have found that key areas for language and working memory involved in reading are connected differently in dyslexics than in children who are good readers and spellers.   However, once the children with dyslexia received a three-week instructional program, their patterns of functional brain connectivity normalized and were similar to those of good readers when deciding if sounds went with groups of letters in words."  [Full article]  Science Daily, September 5, 2007 


Diagnoses of Executive-Function Disabilities Become More Common:  "Ellie Honan of Concord is excited about starting fourth grade this week.  That's a new feeling for her.  In previous years September was something to dread.  For Ellie, going to school meant feeling stupid . . .  Turns out Ellie has a problem with working memory, a term used to describe the ability to retain information from the top of a page to the bottom.  Working memory comes under the umbrella of executive function, a thinking skill that refers to the tasks executives tend to excel at, such as prioritizing, organizing, and mentally shifting information around.  It's a skill that develops progressively, starting in the elementary years and continuing into adulthood."  [Full Article]  Boston Globe, September 4, 2007


Creating Readers - Part I:  "A self-proclaimed 'book whisperer,' 6th grade language arts and social studies teacher Donalyn Miller says she has yet to meet a child she couldn’t turn into a reader.  And her methods have also produced more than anecdotal results:  Last year, her students received a 100 percent passing rate on the reading portion of the Texas Assessment of Knowledge and Skills, with 90 percent receiving a 'recommended' score.  In this first installment, Miller explains some of her secret techniques.  In Part II, look for her thoughts on encouraging boys to read; and in Part III, she will share 'Thirteen Books You Have to Read Before You Turn Thirteen,' a list compiled by one of her former students."  [Full article]  Teacher Magazine, September 5, 2007


What Do I Do When ... The Answer Book on Special Education Law - Fifth Edition (2007) by John Norlin, Esq. is now available from LRP Publications.  "Designed for both educators and attorneys, The Answer Book on Special Education Law – Fifth Edition provides . . . easily referenced, conclusive solutions to more than 500 questions on district responsibilities under special education law.  The Fifth Edition incorporates the 2006 IDEA Part B regulations, relying on the latest legal requirements to give you more assured answers to your most difficult special education questions.  Plus, you learn how NCLB affects special education students and their parents, as well as districts and school personnel." 


Study - 8.7% of U.S. Kids Have ADHD:  "Nearly 9 percent of American children have attention-deficit/hyperactivity disorder (ADHD), but only 32 percent of them are getting the medication they need.  That's the sobering conclusion of a landmark new study, the first of its kind based on what doctors consider the 'gold standard' of diagnostic criteria -- the Diagnostic and Statistical Manual for Mental Disorders, Fourth Edition."  [Full article]  HealthDay News, September 3, 2007

Related Story - Easy Nondrug Help Aids ADHD Kids:  "For a year, a kitchen timer went everywhere 3-year-old Eddie Fitzgerald did — home, playground, day care.  Counting down the time before he had to switch activities, fun ones or not so fun, helped the Pennsylvania youngster control outbursts spurred by attention deficit hyperactivity disorder, known as ADHD.  New research suggests simple techniques that give more structure to a preschooler's day can offer a nondrug alternative to help the tiniest sufferers of ADHD."  [Full article]  Associated Press, September 3, 2007
Understanding Intervention for (C)APD - As Easy As A-B-C:  "For many speech-language-hearing professionals, intervention for (central) auditory processing disorders remains a challenge due to the complex nature and impact of these disorders.  Poor (central) auditory processing may manifest behaviorally in a variety of ways, including deficient academic performance, impaired communication, and altered sense of self. This diversity in scope and severity implies not only that the assessment and intervention processes will involve a team of professionals, each contributing uniquely to the overall understanding of the (C)APD, but also that the elements of the intervention process itself will likely vary from simple to extensive.  Although (C)APD may be a complex problem, intervention need not be complicated.  [Full article]  ASHA Leader, August 14, 2007
Childhood Apraxia of Speech (CAS) Documents Approved:  "A new ASHA position statement and technical report on childhood apraxia of speech stipulates that SLPs may make the primary diagnosis and implement treatment programs for CAS.  The position statement also clarifies the role of SLPs in diagnosing and treating CAS.  For the full text of these documents, visit http://www.asha.org/members/deskref-journals and search 'Childhood Apraxia of Speech'."  ASHA Leader, May 8, 2007
Behavior Assessment Battery (BAB) for School-Age Children Who Stutter:  The BAB is a multi-dimensional set of inter-related, evidence-based, self-report tests that provide normative data for children between the ages of six and fifteen.  The test procedures include: 

· The Speech Situation Checklists (SSC-ER and SSC-SD) – for evaluating a child's emotional reaction to, and speech disruption in a range of speech situations 

· The Behavior Checklist (BCL) – reveals the particular coping responses that a child uses to deal with dysfluency 

· The Communication Attitude Test (CAT) – for measuring a child’s attitude about his or her speech 

See also:  The KiddyCAT, a companion test to the Behavior Assessment Battery, is designed for use with children under the age of six.  It enables effective assessment of the speech-associated attitude of preschool and kindergarten children.  The instructions and the test items are specifically formulated at the linguistic level of this age group.  The KiddyCAT is accompanied by a resource manual, a quick-access scoring key, and the methodology for data interpretation.

Both items are available from Plural Publishing, Inc.
Learning Through Inference -- Best Word Strategy for Toddlers:  "Toddlers learn new words more easily when they figure out word meanings for themselves, research by a Johns Hopkins undergraduate student suggests.  Meredith Brinster's original research, suggesting that learning words by inference is more powerful for 3-year-olds than just being told their meaning, is intriguing and may have important implications for the future of teaching, her faculty adviser said."  [Full article]  ADVANCE Online, August 20, 2007 
Baby DVDs May Hinder Language Development:  "Despite marketing claims, parents who want to give their infants a boost in learning language probably should limit the amount of time they expose their children to DVDs and videos such as Baby Einstein and Brainy Baby.  Rather than helping babies, the overuse of such productions actually may slow down infants 8 to 16 months of age when it comes to acquiring vocabulary, according to a new study."  [Full article]  ADVANCE Online, August 6, 2007
Listening Computer Revs Up Reading Skills:  "Jorge peers through his glasses at a story about a mouse – a story unfolding not on the pages of a book but on a computer screen. Crowned with a sophisticated headset, he isn't distracted by his surroundings as he reads aloud into a microphone.  When the computer hears him say "squinted" instead of "squeaked," it highlights the word, waits a few seconds for him to try again, and then gives the right pronunciation.  Jorge is taking summer classes in Chelsea, Mass., before starting third grade. Twice a week he comes to the computer lab for half an hour to work on his oral reading.  With a few clicks, he can listen to a professional voice tell the tale, listen to his own recording, pull up explanations of words he doesn't know, and answer quiz questions.  It also shows him his progress on accuracy, understanding, and speed."  [Full article]  Christian Science Monitor, August 02, 2007
Executive Function Affects Academic Test Scores:  "Children from low-income backgrounds tend to do poorly on high-stakes achievement tests like the Massachusetts Comprehensive Assessment System (MCAS).  A pilot study led by Deborah Waber, PhD, in the Department of Psychiatry at Children's Hospital Boston, suggests their low scores may arise from developmental issues—particularly in 'executive' functions like organization, planning and control over thoughts and actions."  [Full article]  ADVANCE Online, July 23, 2007
ASHA’s Medicaid/IDEA Side-by-Side Now Available: Speech-language pathologists and audiologists now have a new resource at their fingertips to help understand the differences between federal Medicaid and Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) regulations. This new web-based resource, ASHA’s Medicaid/IDEA Side-by-Side, will provide easy to access information on such areas as provider qualifications, supervision requirements, documentation requirements, and patient confidentiality.  In addition, the Side-by-Side offers links to relevant resources on ASHA’s website.  ASHA’s Medicaid/IDEA Side-by-Side was developed in response to member requests for additional information about the federal programs as well as frustrations expressed by school-based members regarding the lack of clarity about these two federal programs’ requirements.  The document was designed to be a quick reference for ASHA members and an educational tool for school administrators when referencing speech-language pathology and audiology services.  For additional information about the analysis or policy related questions, please contact Ingrida Lusis, ASHA’s Director of Health Care Regulatory Advocacy. 
AGS Publishing, now part of Pearson Assessments, introduced in April 2006 a new electronic journal called EBP Briefs, a scholarly forum for guiding evidence-based practices in speech-language pathology. This ejournal answers some of the biggest questions of your daily activities, supported with evidence by leaders in the field and written practically and efficiently for you to read and implement easily.  EBP Briefs is published in electronic format on a quarterly basis, and in a hard-copy journal format annually.  The 2006 annual journal is now available and contains the first four issues as well as two additional articles not available electronically:  "Intervention for Preschool Children With Moderate-Severe Phonological Impairment" and "Evidence-Based Reviews of Cognitive Rehabilitation for Individuals With Traumatic Brain Injury:  What Clinical Questions Do They Answer?".  The complete, six-issue journal is available for order as item number 97005 for $24.00.

The first three briefs from the 2007 volume (2) are listed below.

Volume 2, Number 1, March 2007:  Parent-Implemented Interactive Language Intervention:  Can It Be Used Effectively?
Volume 2, Number 2, July 2007:  English Literacy Development for English Language Learners:  Does Spanish Instruction Promote or Hinder? 

Volume 2, Number 3, September 2007:  Self-Regulated Strategy Development for Written Expression:  Is it Effective for Adolescents? 
90% of Schools in Iowa Meet Student Goals -- A Change in Measuring Progress Helps Them Reach Math and Reading Standards:  "More Iowa schools met goals for student achievement this year, but about 128 of them earned the recognition because progress is now calculated differently in Iowa and nine other states, officials estimated.  The State Report Card for No Child Left Behind released on Friday by the Iowa Department of Education showed that out of Iowa's 1,491 public schools, 90.7 percent met reading and math goals last year. That's far more than the 83 percent that met goals the previous year.  One reason for the jump is that data now compare students' progress as they move through school to show improvement, instead of just looking at 'snapshot' data and comparing this year's fourth-grade class to last year's fourth-grade class, which could have very different demographics, for example."  [Full article]  DesMoines Register (online), October 13, 2007
Chewing Gum and OME:  "Next to the common cold, middle ear infections are the most frequent childhood illness, and three out of four children have at least one episode by age 3.  Attempts to reduce the frequency and severity of otitis media (OM) include antibiotics, immunizations, vaccines, surgery, numerous homeopathic remedies, and daily monitoring of home and child care conditions.  Hygienic and smoke-free environments are considered critical to preventing such infections, and parents are advised to bottle-feed infants in an upright rather than reclining position to help prevent milk from entering the Eustachian tube.  Despite such efforts, millions of doctor visits and billions of dollars spent each year testify to the many worried parents whose children suffer from the symptoms of acute otitis media (AOM).  . . . . .  Are there alternative non-antibiotic treatments that are effective in reducing the occurrence of OM in children?  Some researchers recommend chewing gum."  [Full article]  ADVANCE Online, October 8, 2007 
IDEA Issue Brief on Uses of Special Education Funds Available:  ASHA has prepared an IDEA issue brief on “Uses of Special Education Funds” to further assist members in the implementation of the 2006 Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) Part B final regulations.  To access this document and other IDEA Part B issue briefs, please visit http://www.asha.org/about/legislation-advocacy/federal/idea/default.htm. 
2007 Nation's Math and Reading Report Card Released:  The reading and mathematics subject assessments from the National Assessment of Educational Progress, the NAEP Report Cards, have been released for 2007.  These assessments were given earlier this year to about 700,000 4th- and 8th-grade students across the country.  The results are for all 50 states, the District of Columbia, and the Department of Defense school system. 

Overall Findings from 2005 to 2007 - Grade 4: 

· Both reading and mathematics scores increased since 2005. 

· In both subjects, there was an increase in the percentage of students performing at or above Basic level and at or above Proficient. 

· In both subjects, African-American, Asian, Hispanic, Pacific Islander, and White fourth-grade students attained higher scores than their peers in 2005. 

· The gap in scores between White and African-American students narrowed in reading, but not in mathematics. 

Overall Findings from 2005 to 2007 - Grade 8: 

· At grade 8, there was also an increase in scores for both subjects. 

· In both subjects, a higher percentage of students performed at or above Basic level. 

· The percentage of students performing at or above Proficient increased in mathematics only. 

· Scores rose for White and African-American students in both subjects, and for Hispanics in mathematics. 

· The gap between African-American and White scores narrowed in mathematics. 

The National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP), commonly known as the Nation's Report Card, is the yardstick used to measure learning in each state across the country.  Using two components, the long-term trend assessment (released every four years) and the main and state-by-state assessment (now released every two years), the Nation's Report Card measures what American students know and can do in various subject areas.  The NAEP is carried out by the National Center for Education Statistics (NCES) within the Institute of Education Sciences in the U.S. Department of Education.  It is overseen by the National Assessment Governing Board (NAGB), a bipartisan group of governors, state legislators, local and state school officials, educators, business representatives, and members of the general public.  For more details on the math and reading results for the fourth and eighth grades, please visit http://www.nationsreportcard.gov.
Digital Picture Books Help Children Develop Narrative Skills:  "From Polaroids on poster board to digital photos in handmade storybooks, the research project by Eileen Gravani, PhD, and Jacqueline Meyer, MHS, CCC-SLP, of SUNY Cortland, regarding the impact of storybooks on narrative skills in preschoolers has been completed.  And the results are in.  'Our main finding is that using digital picture books is a way to help children develop longer, more complex sentences,' Dr. Gravani told ADVANCE."  [Full article]  ADVANCE Online, October 1, 2007
Schools may be putting too many kids in special ed:  "More than 33,000 New Hampshire students annually are identified as having some sort of educational disability, which is far too many, experts say.  Early intervention is the key to helping more students — potentially thousands — leave special education and enter mainstream curriculums, say educators in Franklin, Dover and Wolfeboro.  . . . . . 'Our goal is to provide as many services up front (early on) as we can,' she added.  Jackie Adams, former director of special education in Dover, said too many students are being identified as disabled when what they need is more intensive instruction earlier.  'There are too many kids falling through the gaps and into special education programs,' she said.  She said the Dover School District, along with some others around the state, have embraced a strategy called 'Response to Intervention,' or RTI.  The goal of RTI, which typically occurs from kindergarten through grade three, is to ensure that students who have difficulty learning or didn't get enough attention early in their educations aren't prematurely identified as disabled."  [Full article]  Foster's Daily Democrat, September 16, 2007 
The Scope of Practice in Speech-Language Pathology Document is now available on the ASHA website.  The manner of display is quite user friendly. The link is http://www.asha.org/docs/html/SP2007-00283.html. It is also searchable from the ASHA homepage. 

The Scope of Practice in Speech-Language Pathology document includes a statement of purpose, a framework for research and clinical practice, qualifications of the speech-language pathologist, professional roles and activities, and practice settings. The speech-language pathologist is the professional who engages in clinical services, prevention, advocacy, education, administration, and research in the areas of communication and swallowing across the life span from infancy through geriatrics. Given the diversity of the client population, ASHA policy requires that these activities are conducted in a manner that takes into consideration the impact of culture and linguistic exposure/acquisition and uses the best available evidence for practice to ensure optimal outcomes for persons with communication and/or swallowing disorders or differences. 

As part of the review process for updating the Scope of Practice in Speech-Language Pathology, the committee made changes to the previous scope of practice document that reflected recent advances in knowledge, understanding, and research in the discipline. These changes included acknowledging roles and responsibilities that were not mentioned in previous iterations of the Scope of Practice (e.g., funding issues, marketing of services, focus on emergency responsiveness, communication wellness). The revised document also was framed squarely on two guiding principles: evidence-based practice and cultural and linguistic diversity. 
School-Based SLPs Included in New Student Loan Forgiveness Program:  The U.S. House of Representatives has passed H.R. 2669, the College Cost Reduction Act of 2007, which would reauthorize the Higher Education Act (HEA).  The bill would eliminate nearly $19 billion in student loan lender subsidies and use the money to increase the maximum Pell Grant amount by $500 over five years and finance a series of measures aimed at making college loans more affordable. 

The bill would create a new loan forgiveness program for new borrowers (as of October 1, 2007) who are employed in certain public-sector jobs in areas of national need, including speech-language pathology, law enforcement, public safety, emergency management, public health, early childhood and bilingual education, nursing, social work and child welfare, public interest legal services, and library science.  According to the report that accompanied the bill, this program would allow, “for each year of full-time employment, a borrower would have up to $1,000 of his or her loans forgiven, up to a lifetime maximum of $5,000.” 

The future prognosis for the bill and the loan forgiveness program is unclear.  The Senate’s version of this bill does not contain the loan forgiveness program.  Further, while the Bush Administration “supports reducing excess subsidies in the student loan programs and increasing aid to the neediest students,” in a recently released statement on H.R. 2669, his senior advisors recommend that President Bush “veto the bill because it fails to target aid to the neediest students currently in college and creates new mandatory Federal programs and policies that are poorly designed and would have significant long-term costs to the taxpayer."  

For further information or questions about the bill or the proposed loan forgiveness program, please contact Neil Snyder, ASHA’s Director of Federal Advocacy, via e-mail at nsnyder@asha.org or by phone at 800-498-2071, ext. 4257. 
Proposed Medicaid Rules for Public Comment:  In accordance with federal and state law, the Division of Medical Services of the Arkansas Department of Human Services must advertise and make available for public comment proposed new and amended rules and other documents, such as certain initial waiver requests and waiver renewals.  The proposed rules and other documents in this section have been advertised by public notice in the Arkansas Democrat-Gazette and are available, during the public comment period, for downloading from the following site or by written request as instructed.  The documents are in Microsoft Word or Excel format.  Go to:  https://www.medicaid.state.ar.us/InternetSolution/general/comment/comment.aspx.
Toys For Special Needs Children:  "Plush toys are usually the gift du jour for children with special needs, because many family and friends aren’t sure what else to get.  But giving purposeful and fun toys to children with special needs is getting easier.  Toys “R” Us, for instance, provides an annual 'Toy Guide for Differently Abled Kids,' complete with symbols that indicate the skill-building benefits of each toy.  The booklet is a collaboration between the retailer and the nonprofit National Lekotek Center, which also provides a list of toys on its website, www.ableplay.com.  The Toys “R” Us list is available online at www.toysrus.com/differentlyabled.  [Full article]  Boston Herald, November 20, 2007 
First-Ever Gold-Standard Study of Adolescent Reading Intervention - Study Shows Improved Teacher Retention Rates As Teachers Witness Student Success:  "The Florida Center for Reading Research (FCRR) and The Learning Systems Institute at Florida State University have released the preliminary findings of the most rigorous randomized research study on effective reading intervention for underachieving high-school students.  The results indicate that students placed in the READ 180 program outperformed their peers in other reading intervention programs and a control group.  READ 180 is published by Scholastic Education, a division of Scholastic, the global children's publishing, education and media company."  [Full article]  eSchool News, November 16, 2007
Caselite Software, Inc.® specializes in online therapy scheduling for Speech-Language Pathologists working in the schools.  In a time where caseloads continue to grow, Caselite provides an affordable way to efficiently schedule therapy.  As a result, Speech-Language Pathologists can focus on tailoring their schedule to the individual needs of the students, rather than spending all their energy finding times that work.  Caselite Software takes the pain out of scheduling.  Click here to view the new Caselite Introductory video.  Click here to view the Caselite District Subscription video.
Free Online Publication:  The Journal of Stuttering Therapy, Advocacy & Research (JSTAR) is a free online quarterly publication offering practical therapy ideas and original research on the nature and advocacy of stuttering and stuttering-related issues.  JSTAR welcomes submissions and contributions from professionals, people who stutter, and other interested parties in the form of original articles & research, theories on clinical and therapeutic practice, methodologies and experiences for the advocacy of stuttering and the stuttering population, and other issues pertaining to stuttering and stuttering treatment.  Full text articles are encoded in pdf format.
Arkansas Speech Pathology & Audiology CEU Opportunities - A new website has been developed as a service to the Speech-Language Pathologists and Audiologists in the state of Arkansas who are looking for continuing education opportunities.  The address is http://www.freewebs.com/arkslpaudceu/index.htm.  The goal is to provide listings of webinars, online CEU's, DVD's, teleconferences, and live seminars.  If you know of an upcoming activity that is not listed, please email Mary Cherepski, MS, CCC-SLP, at St. Vincent Infirmary Medical Center, speechpathology@stvincenthealth.com.
CE Approved by ADE:  Future Horizons (continuing education provider) has been given an ADE approval code (Thanks, Denise!).  So, for any of you who need credit for attending the Tony Attwood conference at UCA last September, send an email to Annette@fhautism.com and request a new Certificate of Attendance.  Include your full name and a fax number or a mailing address.  Also, write "Arkansas Conference" in the subject line of your email.
LinguiSystem Online Continuing Education:  Did you know LinguiSystems offers (almost) free online continuing education courses? An SLP practicing in another country, but trying to maintain her Ark teaching certification, recently shared this with me (Thanks Mary Frances!!). Courses appear practical and offer useful strategies. View or download the online courses from home or work, complete each course and/or assessment in one sitting or sign in and out as often as you like to complete it.  For Source®Courses, you must purchase and read an offered book, then take the test online. Go to:  http://www.linguisystems.com/ceu_intro.php 
Phonemic Inventories:  ASHA's Office of Multicultural Affairs has compiled information on the phonemic systems for the following languages:  Arabic, Cantonese, English, Korean, Mandarin, Spanish, and Vietnamese.  To download these PDF documents, go to:  http://www.asha.org/about/leadership-projects/multicultural/Phono.htm.  Please remember that dialectal differences exist for each language and should be considered when using the phonemic charts.  Speech-language pathologists can use this information to: 

· Identify sounds in a client's phonological system for languages other than English. 

· Determine phonemic influences of a client's native language on English. 

· Identify sounds from the client's first language that may not exist in English or identify sounds in English that do not exist in someone's native language. 

· Recognize that even if there are similar sounds across two languages, they may not be used the same way. For example, in some languages a sound may only be used at the ends of words and not as a word-initial sound.

If you have any questions please contact the Office of Multicultural Affairs at multicultural@asha.org.
New Online Tool Aids Literacy Programs:  "Unveiled last month, the Verizon Literacy Program Self-Assessment Tool (VLP-SAT) evaluates the efficacy of literacy programs.  Schools, libraries, and other organizations that aim to improve students' reading skills have a new online tool to help them evaluate how well their literacy programs work.  Developed by the National Center for Family Literacy (NCFL) with funding from the Verizon Foundation, VLP-SAT is available free of charge to all literacy programs from one location, the Verizon Foundation's Thinkfinity.org."  [Full article]  eSchool News,  November 6, 2007
Timing Connections in Brain Key to Dyslexia Treatment:  "Using new software developed to investigate how the brains of dyslexic children are organized, researchers from the University of Washington in Seattle have found that key areas for language and working memory involved in reading are connected differently in children with dyslexia than in children who are good readers and spellers.  However, once the children with dyslexia received a three-week instructional program, their patterns of functional brain connectivity normalized and were similar to those of good readers when deciding if sounds went with groups of letters in words.  [Full article]  ADVANCE Online, November 19, 2007
Reading Tests May Misread Children:  "Screening tests widely used to identify children with reading problems are being misapplied, landing students in the wrong instructional level and delaying treatment for their true difficulties, says new research from National-Louis University in Chicago and the University of Maryland in College Park.  The researchers find that oral reading tests fail to distinguish between children who can’t understand words on a page and those who have language problems that make it difficult to prove their reading competence verbally.  Children with these so-called 'word-finding' difficulties can’t manage to say out loud what they read on the page.  The study recommends silent reading tests and limited use of oral ones.  [Full article]  ADVANCE Online, November 19, 2007
CEC Publishes Position on Response to Intervention:  "The Council for Exceptional Children (CEC) recently published its position on Response to Intervention (RTI), which outlines non-negotiable guarantees related to special education and the role of special educators when implementing RTI.  In its position, CEC insists that RTI must be a school-wide initiative, of which special education is an integral part, and that RTI must not delay the referral of a child who is suspected of having a disability for a comprehensive evaluation.  'RTI is an important process in working with students who experience difficulties learning,' says CEC President Mary Ruth Coleman. 'As we implement RTI, strong collaboration between general and special education is critical to ensure that children with disabilities are promptly identified and served.'"  [Full article]  CEC Press Release, October 18, 2007
The Legal Meaning of Specific Learning Disabilities (2006) by Perry Zirkel:  "Students with 'specific learning disability' (SLD) account for half of all the students deemed eligible under the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA).  The 2004 Amendments to the Act and its currently proposed regulations include significant changes with regard to the 'severe discrepancy' and 'response to intervention' (RTI) criteria for SLD eligibility.  In the current atmosphere of professional ferment and legal advocacy, this monograph provides what is not available in the literature to date, a comprehensive and objective synthesis of the various applicable sources of law, including the various pertinent U.S. Department of Education policy interpretations and the more than 80 published hearing/review officer and court decisions under the IDEA."  Available from the CEC Store for under $25, ISBN 0-86586-425-X.
Differing Brain Activity for Creative and Noncreative Thinkers:  "A new study comparing the brain activity of creative and noncreative problem solvers reveals a distinct pattern of brain activity - even at rest - in people who tend to solve problems with a sudden creative insight compared to people who tend to solve problems methodically."  [Full article]  ADVANCE Online, March 3, 2008.
Secondhand Smoke Increases Teen Test Failure:  "Teens exposed to secondhand smoke at home are at increased risk of test failure in school, suggests a new study.  'Our retrospective study suggests that in adolescents, secondhand smoke exposure could interfere with academic test performance,' said lead author Bradley Collins, PhD, assistant professor of public health and director of the Health Behavior Research Clinic at Temple University in Philadelphia, PA.  [Full article]  ADVANCE Online, March 3, 2008.
Infant Hearing Test Results May Predict SIDS:  "A recent study found that babies in a Rhode Island study group who died of Sudden Infant Death Syndrome (SIDS) universally shared the same distinctive difference in their newborn hearing test results for the right inner ear, when compared to infants who did not have SIDS.  This is the first time doctors might be able to identify newborns at risk for SIDS by a simple, affordable and routine hearing test administered shortly after birth.  [Full article]  ADVANCE Online, March 3, 2008.
Daytime Sleep Helps Improve Memory Consolidation:  "A 90-minute daytime nap helps speed up the process of long term memory consolidation, a recent study found.  'We still don't know the exact mechanism of the memory process that occurs during sleep, but the results of this research suggest the possibility that it is possible to speed up memory consolidation, and in the future, we may be able to do it artificially,' said researcher Avi Karni, MD, PhD."  [Full article]  ADVANCE Online, February 25, 2008. 
Use of Ear Tubes for Ear Infections Inconsistent with Expert Guidelines:  "A new study suggests that children who typically receive an operation to insert ear tubes because of ear infections or fluid in the ear may not need it, according to clinical practice guidelines."  [Full article]  ADVANCE Online, February 25, 2008.
Accelerated Head Growth Is Early Autism Predictor:  "Children with autism have normal-size heads at birth but develop accelerated head growth between six and nine months of age, a period that precedes the onset of many behaviors that enable physicians to diagnose the developmental disorder, according to research from the University of Washington Autism Center in Seattle."  [Full article]  ADVANCE Online, March 28, 2008. 
Professional Development Materials:  ASHA has two new language and literacy products for professional development:  Social Communication in Preschoolers and School-Age Children:  Assessment and Intervention by Geralyn R. Timler, PhD, CCC-SLP, and Emergent Literacy Intervention:  Evidence-Based Practice by Laura Justice, PhD, CCC-SLP.  Both programs cost $74 for ASHA members and provide 2 hours (0.2 CEUs) of continuing professional education. 
TSHA Publication:  In an effort to establish guidelines for the assessment and intervention of speech and language disorders in culturally and linguistically diverse individuals, the Texas Speech-Language-Hearing Association (TSHA) Task Force on Cultural and Linguistic Diversity (CLD) has published a nice document titled "Linguistically Diverse Populations:  Considerations and Resources for Assessment and Intervention."  Although this document was not designed for use by Arkansas practitioners, it is suggested here as a resource for enhancing the quality of speech and language services to linguistically diverse populations.  The TSHA website also hosts the CLD Corner, which was created to respond to questions on cultural and linguistic diversity.  Questions are answered by members of the TSHA Task Force on CLD.
Medicaid Rate:  An increase in the Medicaid rate of reimbursement for therapy has been submitted to CMS. If approved it will be retroactive to January 1, 2008. The proposed rate would increase therapy reimbursement from $72.52 per hour (4 units) to $87.02 per hour (4 units).  We do not know when the rate will be approved.  CMS has at least 90 days and if there are any revisions/questions it could be longer
Free Syntax Assessment CD:  Laureate Learning Systems is offering a new Syntax Tests CD which provides a convenient and engaging way to assess understanding of 33 basic syntactic forms that are essential to sentence comprehension and production.  It will help determine whether your clients could benefit from two of Laureates’ research based programs:  "LanguageLinks®:  Syntax Assessment & Intervention" and "Prepositions!".  To request your free Syntax Tests CD, call 800-562-6801 or go to http://www.laureatelearning.net/professionals602/custserv/request.php.
Autism Breakthrough - Girl's Writings Explain Her Behavior and Feelings:  "Carly Fleischmann has severe autism and is unable to speak a word.  But thanks to years of expensive and intensive therapy, this 13-year-old has made a remarkable breakthrough.  Two years ago, working with pictures and symbols on a computer keyboard, she started typing and spelling out words.  The computer became her voice."  [Full Article]  ABC News, February 19, 2008.  Also, watch a video (ad plays before story clip) of Charles Gibson's story and read Carly's answers to viewer questions.  Thanks for sharing, Ann-Marie!
Teaching Boys and Girls Separately:  "On an unseasonably cold day last November in Foley, Ala., Colby Royster and Michael Peterson, two students in William Bender’s fourth-grade public-school class, informed me that the class corn snake could eat a rat faster than the class boa constrictor.  Bender teaches 26 fourth graders, all boys.  Down the hall and around the corner, Michelle Gay teaches 26 fourth-grade girls.  The boys like being on their own, they say, because girls don’t appreciate their jokes and think boys are too messy, and are also scared of snakes.  The walls of the boys’ classroom are painted blue, the light bulbs emit a cool white light and the thermostat is set to 69 degrees.  In the girls’ room, by contrast, the walls are yellow, the light bulbs emit a warm yellow light and the temperature is kept six degrees warmer, as per the instructions of Leonard Sax, a family physician turned author and advocate who this May will quit his medical practice to devote himself full time to promoting single-sex public education."  [Full Article]  New York Times Magazine, March 2, 2008 
RTI Credited with Shrinking Georgia's Special Ed Population:  Educators in one Georgia district say early intervention has reduced its special-education population in the past five years, a trend reflected across the state.  Georgia school boards may have been quicker to adopt Response to Intervention and similar techniques, which were not adopted elsewhere until after the IDEA reauthorization in 2004, educators say.  [Full Article]  The Brunswick News, Online Edition, March 3, 2008
Anxiety Relief for Autism, ADHD:  "Children with autism and ADHD may soon get anxiety relief from a novel 'deep-pressure' vest developed by a doctoral student at the University of Massachusetts Amherst.  The vest, which can also be used for adults with mental illness, delivers a 'portable hug' called deep pressure touch stimulation (DPTS).  'People with developmental disorders and mental illness are often overwhelmed in everyday environments such as school and the workplace, and solutions available to families and mental health professionals are limited,' said Brian Mullen, a doctoral student of mechanical engineering.  'This is an alternative therapy that can safely and discreetly provide the treatment they need to function in mainstream society.'"  [Full Article]  ADVANCE Online, June 9, 2008
Spider-Man Boosts Literacy:  "A first-grade teacher in Oregon's habit of incorporating comic books into classroom reading lessons was found by a researcher to improve reading and writing in English-language learners.  Jason Ranker, PhD, an assistant professor in the Graduate School of Education at Portland State University in Oregon, whose research interests include visual literacy and marginalized learners, joined sixteen bilingual students one to two mornings each week to observe how their teacher developed sophisticated literacy skills by reading comic books to her class."  [Full Article]  ADVANCE Online, April 7, 2008
Children Better Prepared for School If Parents Read Aloud at Home:  "Young children whose parents read aloud to them have better language and literacy skills when they go to school, according to a new review.  Children who have been read aloud to are also more likely to develop a love of reading, which can be even more important than the head start in language and literacy.  And the advantages they gain persist, with children who start out as poor readers in their first year of school likely to remain so.  In addition, describing pictures in the book, explaining the meaning of the story, and encouraging the child to talk about what has been read to them and to ask questions can improve their understanding of the world and their social skills."  [Full Article]  ADVANCE Online, June 23, 2008
Sensory Treatment Promising Results for Children with Autism:  "Parents of children with autism are increasingly turning to sensory integration treatment to help their children deal with the disorder, and they're seeing good results.  In 2007, 71 percent of parents who pursued alternatives to traditional treatment used sensory integration methods, and 91 percent found these methods helpful.  A new study from Temple University researchers, presented in April at the American Occupational Therapy Association 2008 conference, found that children with autistic spectrum disorders who underwent sensory integration therapy exhibited fewer autistic mannerisms compared to children who received standard treatments.  Such mannerisms, including repetitive hand movements or actions, making noises, jumping or having highly restricted interests, often interfere with paying attention and learning."  [Full Article]  ADVANCE Online, June 23, 2008
Mobile Technologies and Written Language:  "Instant messaging.  Blogs.  Wikis.  Social networking sites.  Cell phones.  All of these allow us to communicate with each other - wherever, whenever.  Many people speculate that online and mobile technologies have widely impacted written language, especially that of teenagers and young adults.  Naomi Baron, PhD, a professor of linguistics at American University and author of a book on the subject, says that surprisingly, this probably isn't so."  [Full Article]  ADVANCE Online, June 23, 2008
Palatal Surgery Linked to Better Speech, Resonance Outcomes:  "A new study has found that the timing of palatal surgery and size of lexicon, or vocabulary, in children are important factors to consider in determining the most beneficial management of children with cleft palate.  The research results support that of others, which shows that children who undergo surgery at an early age have larger consonant inventories and more accurate production of nasals and liquids than do those who undergo surgery later.  What distinguishes this report from others, however, is the combination of this information with the observation that 'early age' defined in the context of onset of babbling is what determines better speech and resonance outcomes."  [Full Article]  ADVANCE Online, June 2, 2008
Aggressive Behavior in Children Predicted by Early Neglect:  "Children who are neglected before their second birthday display higher levels of aggressive behavior between ages 4 and 8, according to a University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill study.  Early child neglect may be as important as child abuse for predicting aggressive behavior, researchers say.  Neglect accounts for nearly two-thirds of all child maltreatment cases reported in the United States each year, according to the Administration for Children and Families.  'The lack of attention devoted to the problem of neglect - the so-called 'neglect of neglect' - is a long-standing concern in the child welfare field,' said study co-author Jon Hussey, PhD, research assistant professor of maternal and child health in the UNC School of Public Health and a fellow at the Carolina Population Center. 'Despite being more common than abuse, we know relatively little about the impact of neglect on children.'"  [Full Article]  ADVANCE Online, May 19, 2008
Sleep Problems Common in Children with ADHD:  "Children with attention deficit/hyperactivity disorder (ADHD) appear more likely to experience sleep problems compared with children without the condition, according to a recent report by Australian researchers.  Sleep problems in these children may be associated with poorer child psychosocial quality of life, child daily functioning, caregiver mental health and family functioning."  [Full article]  ADVANCE Online, June 2, 2008
Increased Risk of Eating Disorders in Adolescent Girls with ADHD:  "Girls with attention deficit hyperactivity disorder (ADHD) stand a substantially greater risk of developing eating disorders in adolescence than girls without ADHD, a recent study has found.  'Adolescent girls with ADHD frequently develop body-image dissatisfaction and may go through repeating cycles of binge eating and purging behaviors that are common in bulimia nervosa,' said University of Virginia psychologist Amori Yee Mikami, PhD, who led the study."  [Full Article]  ADVANCE Online, May 19, 2008
Cooperative Classrooms for Adolescents Lead to Better Friendships, Higher Achievement:  "Students competing for resources in the classroom while discounting each others' success are less likely to earn top grades than students who work together toward goals and share their success, according to an analysis of 80 years of research.  Competitive environments can disrupt children's ability to form social relationships, which in turn may hurt their academic potential, according to researchers at the University of Minnesota -Twin Cities.  Cary J. Roseth, PhD, David W. Johnson, PhD, and Roger T. Johnson, PhD, reviewed the last eight decades of research on how social relationships affect individual behavior and achievement."  [Full Article]  ADVANCE Online, May 5, 2008
Prenatal Drug Exposure Effects May Last into Adolescence:  "Although behavioral studies clearly indicate that exposure to drugs, alcohol and tobacco in utero is bad for a baby's developing brain, specific anatomic brain effects have been hard to tease out in humans.  Often users don't limit themselves to one substance, and demographic factors like poverty can also influence brain development.  Now, an NIH-funded study using magnetic resonance imaging (MRI) brain scans, led by Children's Hospital Boston neurologist Michael Rivkin, MD, suggests that prenatal exposure to cocaine, alcohol, marijuana or tobacco (alone or in combination) may have effects on brain structure that persist into early adolescence."  [Full Article]  ADVANCE Online, May 5, 2008
Hybrid Hearing Device Tested:  "A new hybrid hearing aid/cochlear implant device designed for patients who can benefit from both currently is being evaluated as part of a multisite, national study.  The cross-breed device, called the DUET Electric-Acoustic System, or EAS, already is used in Europe, but is not yet approved for use in the U.S.  It targets patients for whom hearing aids don't adequately distinguish sounds, but still have some remaining natural hearing.  Initial studies on the hybrid device suggest there is a synergistic effect achieved by maintaining the natural hearing and coupling it with the cochlear implant, particularly for distinguishing speech in noisy environments.  The device both amplifies low frequencies and electronically stimulates middle and high frequencies."  [Full Article]  ADVANCE Online, April 28, 2008
Where You Live Matters:  The non-profit organization Every Child Matters Education Fund has released a report titled Geography Matters:  Child Well-Being in the States.  We all know the life chances of children are vastly improved when they are the top priority of supportive families and communities.  While all states provide a basic network of social programs to assist vulnerable children and families, a huge gap exists on a wide variety of child well-being indicators.  The state they live in should not adversely influence the life and death of children—but it does.  Such inequalities affect all Americans, rich and poor alike, and weaken both our economy and our democracy.  Click here to see how Arkansas rated or visit the Every Child Matters website.  
Response to Intervention (RTI), an educational framework that promises to raise achievement through modification of lesson plans based on frequent progress monitoring, is one of the most-discussed education topics today.  If you are having these discussions in your district, and are examining progress monitoring solutions, you might want to review progress monitoring tools from Pearson. 

Group Reading Assessment and Diagnostic Evaluation (GRADE), PreK-Adult, is a scientifically-researched, comprehensive reading assessment that determines developmentally what skills students have mastered and where they need instruction or intervention. 

HOW CAN GRADE BE USED FOR RTI? 

1. Diagnostic:  Reports analyze strengths and weaknesses, error analysis, and recommend intervention.

2. Progress monitoring:  With parallel forms, students can be tested up to four times a year, growth can be measured from Fall to Spring or from year to year or grade to grade.

3. Placement and planning:  Results can be used to place students in appropriate instructional groups, enrichment programs, or develop IEPs. 

4. Special and regular education:  With on-level and out-of-level norms, teachers can monitor progress by testing children below, above, or at grade level.


Grandfather Builds Web Browser for Autistic Grandson:  "John LeSieur is in the software business, so he took particular interest when computers seemed mostly useless to his 6-year-old grandson, Zackary.  The boy has autism, and the whirlwind of options presented by PCs so confounded him that he threw the mouse in frustration."  [Full article]  USA Today, June 3, 2008.  The free ZAC Browser website can be found at www.zacbrowser.com.  (Judy, Thanks for sharing this information!)
Reading First Impact Study - Interim Report:  The Institute of Education Sciences (IES), U.S. Department of Education, released its interim report on the Reading First Impact Study, a congressionally mandated evaluation of the federal government’s $1 billion-per-year initiative to help all children read at or above grade level by the end of third grade.  This interim report presents the impacts of Reading First on classroom reading instruction and student reading comprehension during the 2004-05 and 2005-06 school years in 17 school districts across 12 states and one statewide program (18 sites).  The report examines program impacts on students’ reading comprehension and teachers’ use of scientifically based reading instruction.  

Key findings include: 

· On average, across the 18 participating sites, estimated impacts on student reading comprehension test scores were not statistically significant. 

· On average, Reading First increased instructional time spent on the five essential components of reading instruction promoted by the program (phonemic awareness, phonics, vocabulary, fluency, and comprehension). 

· Average impacts on reading comprehension and classroom instruction did not change systematically over time as sites gained experience with Reading First. 

· Study sites that received their Reading First grants later in the federal funding process (between January and August 2004) experienced positive and statistically significant impacts both on the time first and second grade teachers spent on the five essential components of reading instruction and on first and second grade reading comprehension.  Time spent on the five essential components was not assessed for third grade, and impacts on third grade reading comprehension were not statistically significant.  In contrast, there were no statistically significant impacts on either time spent on the five components of reading instruction or on reading comprehension scores at any grade level among study sites that received their Reading First grants earlier in the federal funding process (between April and December 2003). 

Some critics are concluding that the Reading First program fails to boost reading skills.  A final report on the impacts from 2004-2007 (three school years with Reading First funding) and on the relationships between changes in instructional practice and student reading comprehension is expected early 2009. 

The No Child Left Behind Act of 2001 created the Reading First program to provide assistance to states and districts to use research-based reading programs for students in kindergarten through third grade, as well as related instructional materials, assessments, and teacher professional development.  The purpose of the program is to increase the proportion of students reading at/above grade level, help students obtain adequate mastery of the essential components of early reading, and ensure that all students can read at or above grade level by the end of third grade.  The law also required an independent, rigorous evaluation of the program. 

For the full report please visit http://ies.ed.gov/ncee/pdf/20084019.pdf or for more information contact Catherine D. Clarke, ASHA’s Director of Education and Regulatory Advocacy, at cclarke@asha.org or by phone at 800-498-2071, ext. 5611. 
Share the Learning:  Earn your CEUs together and save money.  There are two ways:  

1. ASHA Web/Telephone Seminars and Replays:  Choose from over 25 seminars or replays.  Register as a group and invite as many people as you wish.  Watch and listen together on one connection.  Everyone will earn CEUs.

2. Multimedia Self-Study Programs:  Choose from over 50 programs (Shelly has a few for loan.)   Purchase one full kit for presentation purposes.  Purchase additional manuals and tests for your colleagues.  (Each manual contains one CEU test.)  The cost of a manual varies according to the format, quantity ordered, and number of CEUs.  Each participant completes and submits the test to earn CEUs.

Order online or call ASHA Product Sales at 888-498-6699.  Join the subscriber list for new product announcements and special discounts by sending a blank e-mail to join-marketing@lists.asha.org. 
ED Releases Proposed NCLB Regulations:  The U.S. Department of Education (ED) released proposed regulations that would make changes to the No Child Left Behind Act, including requirements for a uniform formula to calculate high school graduation rates, improved parental notification for Supplemental Education Services (SES), and public school choice.  The notice appeared in the April 23, 2008 Federal Register, and public comments on the proposal are due by June 23, 2008.  ASHA is reviewing the proposed regulations to determine its impact on the professions of speech-language pathology and audiology and will submit comments on issues of concern to its members.  The proposed regulations would clarify the current Title 1 (NCLB) regulations in the areas of assessment, accountability, supplemental educational services (SES), and public school choice.  Specifically, the proposed regulations address a number of issues including the following key areas: 

· Establishing a uniform and accurate method that states must use to calculate high school graduation rates and setting high school graduation rate goals for AYP purposes. 

· Permitting the inclusion of measures of individual student academic growth in a state's definition of Adequate Yearly Progress. 

· Ensuring that parents receive the information they need to exercise their public school choice and SES options. 

· Providing information to the public about participation in SES and public school choice. 


Early Intervention documents from ASHA:  Four new documents on early intervention in speech-language pathology, which were developed by ASHA's Ad Hoc Committee on the Role of the Speech-Language Pathologist in Early Intervention, have been approved by ASHA's Board of Directors and are now posted on ASHA's website. 

· Roles and Responsibilities of Speech-Language Pathologists in Early Intervention: Position Statement 
· Roles and Responsibilities of Speech-Language Pathologists in Early Intervention: Technical Report 
· Roles and Responsibilities of Speech-Language Pathologists in Early Intervention: Guidelines 

· Core Knowledge and Skills in Early Intervention Speech-Language Pathology Practice 

An article describing these documents appeared in the March 25, 2008 issue of The ASHA Leader.  The guidelines received a rating of "strongly recommended" using the AGREE (Appraisal of Guidelines for Research and Evaluation) criteria, an international framework for evaluating the quality of guidelines. The AGREE criteria are described on ASHA's Web site.  For more information, contact Diane Paul at dpaul@asha.org. 
New ADE Program:  The Arkansas Department of Education (ADE), Special Education Unit, in cooperation with the Dawson Education Service Cooperative (ESC), is pleased to announce the formation of the Arkansas Local Education Agency Resource Network (AR LEARN).  In large measure, AR LEARN replaces the functions of the former Arkansas Special Education Resource Center (ASERC). ASERC operations were discontinued on June 30, 2007. 

AR LEARN will offer a statewide professional development and technical assistance program designed to build the capacity of local special education personnel and, to the extent appropriate, that of general education professionals also.  The mission of the Arkansas Local Education Agency Resource Network is to promote sound, research-based building and classroom educational practices to achieve the educational results required by the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA), the No Child Left Behind Act (NCLB) and the Arkansas Department of Education. 

AR LEARN programs are designed to be responsive to statewide needs, as well as the training and technical assistance needs of individual school districts.  Survey data have identified classroom programming for children with autism, general education/special education co-teaching, classroom management techniques, Response to Intervention for struggling learners, and special education data collection and analysis as possible classes and topics targeting local special education needs. 

AR LEARN is a service of the Dawson ESC.  Professional development credit will be awarded by the Dawson ESC for any training attended.  For more information, visit the AR LEARN Web site at http://www.arlearn.org. 
Tests Added to Medicaid's Approved Test List:  As of the Open Meeting held on November 7, the following tests have been added (but not yet promulgated) to the Medicaid Approved Test List.  This message will be updated with additional information from the Open Meeting once the minutes have been approved.

KSPT: Kaufman Speech Praxis Test 

CAAP: Clinical Assessment of Articulation and Phonology 

ALL: Assessment of Literacy and Language 

PAT-2: Phonological Awareness Test - 2 

LCT-2: Listening Comprehension Test - 2 

TOWL-3: Test of Written Language - 3 

TORC-3: Test of Reading Comprehension -3
ASHA Podcasts/Network News series:  Every three or four weeks, ASHA will be featuring a new interview with a person that is making news in the professions of Speech-Language Pathology and Audiology.  You can listen to an individual episode or subscribe to the feed and receive new files automatically through an aggregator program, like iTunes. 
United Healthcare Children's Foundation:  UHCF awards grants of as much as $5000 to help insured families pay for unmet serious health needs.  Parents or legal guardians can apply for grants online at http://www.uhccf.org/apply.html.  The grants can cover treatment, services or equipment not fully paid for by the parents' insurance such as speech therapy, physical therapy, prescriptions, wheelchairs or eyeglasses.  To be eligible, children must be 16 or younger and families must meet economic guidelines, live in the United States and be covered by a commercial health insurance plan.  
ASHA School Services - Selected FAQs:
What is ASHA's position on using the most recent version of a test?  ASHA does not have an official position or policy on this issue. However, best practice indicates using the most recent version of an assessment tool or test available. Revisions are typically made to reflect changes in research, improve validity and reliability or to include populations that may not have been included the in previous version. If the most recent version is not available to you, contact the publisher to learn about the changes in the revised edition. The information obtained from the publisher may be useful to advocate and gain support for purchasing the most current version.

What are the guidelines for best practice when working with multicultural populations in the school setting?  ASHA has a variety of resources available which addresses bilingual assessment, use of translators, second language acquisition, and communication difference vs. communication disorder. 

ASHA's position statement, Clinical Management of Communicatively Handicapped Minority Language Populations discusses appropriate use of translators and interpreters. Read this document to learn more about working with bilingual students who are limited in both languages. 

Related Resources 

Speech-Language Pathology in Culturally and Linguistically Diverse Populations - learn about assessment and intervention with culturally and linguistically diverse students. 
Serving Culturally and Linguistically Diverse Populations - There is a wide variety of culturally and linguistically diverse populations in the United States. Speech-language pathologists and audiologists are expected to be skilled in working with all of these populations. It is important to be aware of the cultural/linguistic background of your client in order to provide appropriate services. 

Communication Difference vs. Disorder – In the school setting proper diagnosis and identification are essential for students who have communication differences vs. those who have a disorder. 

Acquiring English as a Second Language: What's Normal and What's Not - Find out more about the typical patterns of second language learning and how that may influence the child in the classroom setting. 

Are you culturally competent? - Use this self-help tool to determine your level of cultural competence.

Can a school district deny speech-language pathology services to a student with a "mild" articulation disorder if the district decides that the disability does not "adversely affect educational performance?"   State and/or local school education agencies may apply different interpretations to "adversely affects educational performance," however, they cannot deny a child with a speech or language impairment services under IDEA just because they do not have a discrepancy in age/grade performance in an academic subject-matter area. If acquisition of adequate and appropriate communication skills are a required part of your school's academic standards and curriculum and considered to be a basic skill necessary for all children attending school, then children with a speech or language impairment have a disorder that adversely affects educational performance. Also see ASHA's Adversely Affects Educational Performance resource page for more information.

What is the role of the school-based SLP in serving students with dysphagia?  SLPs may be asked to assess and provide speech-language services for students with dysphagia. As noted in the Discussion Section of IDEA 2004 Part B final regulations, students may be eligible for dysphagia services under the disability category of "Other Health Impaired (OHI)." Recent ASHA surveys indicate that 10% of school-based SLPs now provide services to children with dysphagia. School districts are forming dysphagia management teams that include school nurses, SLPs, occupational therapists, physical therapists, and other school personnel. Some of the activities teams engage in include interpreting medical records, organizing continuing education, developing educational materials and writing feeding treatment plans. For more information see ASHA's professional consultation packet, Dysphagia Services in Schools.
ARtIC LAB™ - A Bilingual Response to Intervention (RtI) Program for Articulation:  This 20-hour, evidence-based program for elementary school students (Grades 1-5) whom exhibit mild articulation deficits in English or Spanish provides sound placement instructions, intensive drill work, and sound generalization activities prior to referral for speech-language pathology services.  It is appropriate for: 

· English-speaking students with only one to two of the following sounds in error:  /r, s, l, S, tS/. 

· Spanish-speaking students with only one to two of the following sounds in error:  /r, s, tS/. 

Field-tested in a culturally diverse school district in the Houston, Texas area, ARtIC LAB™ can reduce the size of your caseload as well as meet IDEA 2004 requirements to assess a student's responsiveness to intervention prior to referral to special education.  During one semester of intervention, 89 students received 20 hours of intervention over a ten-week period.  Of these 89 students, only two cases resulted in referrals to special education and testing for speech therapy.  Review more information about this new product from Super Duper.
Social Language Development Test - Elementary: This new product (May 2008) from LinguiSystems is a standardized tool that assesses the social interaction skills of students.  Test results give you eligibility criteria for language therapy based on a social language disorder and  identify a place to begin therapy.  Four subtests, Making Inferences, Interpersonal Negotiations, Multiple Interpretations, and Supporting Peers, examine the social language skills students need to take another person’s perspective, predict consequences, and use social grace to get along with peers.  Review more information about this new product from LinguiSystems.
The Bridge of Vocabulary:  This new product by Judy K. Montgomery, PhD, offers the only explicit vocabulary intervention program tied to evidence-based research and curriculum standards and developed for both general and special educators.  It enables you to meet guidelines set by the No Child Left Behind Act of 2001 (NCLB) and the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act of 2004 (IDEA), which require that teachers and specialists use evidence-based teaching practices to ensure their students receive high-quality instruction and intervention.  Brief, focused, and flexible, The Bridge of Vocabulary is ideally suited for all three tiers of the RTI model.  This highly relevant resource directly links specific vocabulary intervention with a research-based strategy and presents a systematic, intensive approach to help you foster vocabulary and language growth.  Written for multiple users, The Bridge of Vocabulary facilitates collaboration among SLPs, classroom teachers, reading teachers, and other education professionals - an important evidence-based practice.  Review more information about this product from Pearson.
AIMSweb Progress Monitoring and Response to Intervention System:  AIMSweb® is a scientifically based, formative assessment system that "informs" the teaching and learning process by providing continuous student performance data and reporting improvement to parents, teachers, and administrators to enable evidence-based evaluation and data-driven instruction.   AIMSweb provides its users the assessment materials and ability to organize and report Curriculum-Based Measurement (CBM) - standardized measures of basic skills - including reading, early literacy, early numeracy, mathematics, spelling, and written expression.  AIMSweb also has the capacity to organize and report early developmental skills and user defined measures.  AIMSweb reports CBM or DIBELS student progress in a 3-Tier Problem-Solving model, including Response-to-Intervention (RTI), through web-based data management and reporting applications to provide a proactive and preventive solution for universal screening and progress monitoring for general education, strategic assessment for remedial programs or at risk, and intensive progress monitoring, including IEP goals for students with severe achievement problems.  Review more information about this product from Pearson.
Flip Video -- Cool Therapy Tool?:  Check out this revolutionary family of camcorders that enables you to instantly capture and share video.  The simple-to-use, highly compact Flip™ is the world’s first camcorder with on-board software to enable seamless video uploading to video sharing sites.  Flip Video camcorders are now fully compatible with Mac video applications, including QuickTime, iMovie, and iDVD.  In addition to the highly popular Flip Ultra, which retails for $149.99, Pure Digital Technologies, a pioneer in developing simple, affordable digital imaging solutions for the mass market, recently launched the stylish, compact Flip Mino camcorder to rave reviews.  The 3 oz. Mino, which retails for $179.99, features an internal rechargeable battery and 2GB of on-board flash memory for 60 minutes of high quality video.  For more information, go to The Flip Video website at http://www.theflip.com/.

UPDATED!  Since posting the information above, I've had a chance to play around with a Flip Video camcorder and wanted to share my opinion.  There has also been some discussion about it on the ASHA Division 16 listserv, excerpts of which I have pasted below.

Shelly Wier says . . . "I used Outreach's Flip Video during my Tai Chi class at UCA last night.  This morning it took me only 30 minutes to load the software, which is in the camera, and my three video clips into the computer, and create a DVD to take home for practice.  The only difficulty I encountered was due to the physical design of my computer's tower, which protrudes around the USB port area and prevents me from plugging in the Flip.  (I had to use another computer.)  However, our tech guy says there is a USB extender/adaptor that would allow me access and I plan to look for one tonight.  This device is about 4x2x1 inches in size, so viewing your clips with students on its tiny screen isn't practical, but they load so quickly into the computer that it could definitely be used for immediate feedback to students.  I think the tabletop tri-pod would be a nice accessory."

Karen from Nebraska says . . . "I have to tell you all that the discussion about the Flip Video camera convinced me to purchase one.  I used it yesterday to video a fluency evaluation.  I watched the video today and it was awesome.  I was able to watch and transcribe.  I will go back and make comments on any secondary characteristics.  I plan on using portions to help explain to parents what stuttering is!  I plan on recording new students to have a baseline then record students periodically.  I also plan on recording all artic kiddos to demonstrate progress.  I may even make some videos for home training.  I love the size and convenience of this camera.  I will buy a small tripod also.  The ease of using the software that is built into the camera is awesome.  I love how easy it is to take stills from the video also.  I feel it is money well spent! 

Jennifer in Wisconsin says . . . "have been thrilled with the results!  Students LOVE it, respond to it, etc.  I am using it with half my caseload for multiple purposes (self-evaluation, social skills modeling, artic practice, etc.).  Can't say enough good things about it as a therapy tool" . . . but has concerns about consent, privacy, storage, etc.  "I don't keep ANY of the videos.  We use them and when we're done, I delete them.  I play them on my computer, but they are not saved there.  Just part of therapy so kids can watch and perhaps critique themselves if appropriate."

Joyce in Wisconsin says . . . "I haven't had any complaints, but last year I sent a letter to my parents asking for permission to make these little videos for portfolio purposes.  For the most part when I share with the kids as immediate feedback, I don't keep them so there shouldn't be any issue with using them if you are only sharing with the students as feedback.  I wanted to share with parents/teachers at meetings to document progress, so that is when I asked for permission."

Shelley in Connecticut says . . . "I would use it in the session and then erase it.  I do the same with most audio recordings."

Kathy in New Jersey says . . . "Does your district have a video/photographing policy?  In the district where I live and the one where I work, both have permission forms that parents sign to allow videoing/photographing.  Check the wording of that policy.  You may be able to continue "Flip" videoing under this policy."

Kathy in Virginia says . . . "When we write the IEP, 'audio/video' is written as one of the ways of collecting data.  This provides us with the parent permission.  I DO save the videos (not all), although I've only been doing so for a year.  I DO go back and watch with the student(s), if needed, or to show them how much progress has been made.  My suggestion - meet with the Administrator about it and explain the pros & value of the data collected."
Report on Schools Conference:  For those of you who did not have the opportunity to attend this summer's ASHA Schools Conference at Disney World, the current (Sept. 23) issue of the ASHA Leader provides a great summary, including a couple of articles written by the presenters of the topic at the conference.  If you would like to obtain the handouts from the conference, you can purchase a copy of the Schools 2008 Anthology at Shop ASHA.  
The Naglieri Nonverbal Ability Test, Second Edition (NNAT2):  The NNAT2 uses progressive matrices to allow for a culturally neutral evaluation of students' nonverbal reasoning and general problem-solving ability, regardless of the individual student's primary language, education, culture or socioeconomic background.  Online assessments allow for automated capture, real time scoring and reporting, real time normative analysis, and no physical commitment on the part of the school administration and instructors to store, distribute, organize and ship thousands of booklets. Online items are presented one item per page, facilitating students' focus on the task.  Use NNAT2 to evaluate: 

1.  General ability in the entire student population 

2.  Students of limited English skills from diverse cultural backgrounds 

3.  Gifted and talented students 

4.  Non-English speakers, intermediate English speakers, and students learning the English 

5.  Students with limited motor skills, hearing and minimal color vision impairments 

6.  Students whose socioeconomic circumstances have limited the acquisition of knowledge and verbal skills 

For more information on the Naglieri Nonverbal Ability Test, Second Edition, please click this link: http://pearsonassess.com/hai/Images/site/Products/NNAT2/NNAT2flyer_FNL.pdf
Hanen 2009 Preschool Calendar Available:  This calendar has the following features 1) fun, practical ideas based on a monthly research theme for educators and parents alike, 2) four contexts for the weekly ideas each month -- Daily Activities, Pretend Play, Reading Books, On The Go, 3) a beautiful, pull-out poster which contains a chart summarizing the critical building blocks for language and literacy development in the preschool period, and 4) is available in English, French, and Spanish.  Order yours now at www.hanen.org/calendar.
Best Buddies ®:  This nonprofit 501(c)(3) organization is dedicated to enhancing the lives of people with intellectual disabilities by providing opportunities for one-to-one friendships and integrated employment.  Founded in 1989 by Anthony Kennedy Shriver, Best Buddies is a vibrant, international organization that has grown from one original chapter to more than 1,300 middle school, high school, and college campuses across the country and internationally.  Best Buddies programs engage participants in each of the 50 United States.  We have accredited international programs on six continents with additional country programs under active development.  Our six formal programs – Best Buddies Middle Schools, High Schools, Colleges, Citizens, e -Buddies® and Jobs – will positively impact more than 350,000 individuals this year.  Best Buddies also is systematically implementing our 2010 initiative that will witness the organization's continued significant growth, both domestically and overseas.  Best Buddies volunteers annually contribute services to the community that equate to more than $70 million USD.  Even though Best Buddies has advanced tremendously in our short existence, many areas of the country and many regions of the world still lack programs to help people with intellectual disabilities become part of mainstream society.  Our goal is to continue expanding nationwide and at the local community level, while more broadly engaging the global community through our programs.
North Carolina Telepractice Success:  In one short year, the Telespeech Therapy Program originating at the University of North Carolina at Greensboro and serving rural school children has gone from receiving "cease and desist" orders from the state licensing board to receiving an earmark grant of more than $66,000 from the U.S. Department of Education.  Persistence and education led to this project's success.  If you are thinking of starting a telepractice program, begin by reviewing ASHA's technical report, Speech-Language Pathologists Providing Clinical Services via Telepractice.  ASHA Access Schools, September 28, 2008
ED Releases Final Regulations on NCLB Title I:  The Office of Elementary and Secondary Education, U.S. Department of Education (ED), has released final regulations for Title I of the No Child Left Behind (NCLB) Act.  The final regulations impact assessment, accountability, public school choice, and supplemental educational services.  With the assistance of a member advisory group, ASHA is reviewing the final regulations, to determine its impact on the professions and on students with communication disorders.  An analysis of these regulations will soon be available at ASHA's IDEA Action Center at http://www.asha.org/about/legislation-advocacy/federal/idea.  The final regulations establish new requirements governing the provision of supplemental educational services (SES) and public school choice, to make sure that parents and students are informed of their options in a timely and effective manner.  The regulations also contain provisions to ensure that LEAs make effective use of funds to provide public school choice and SES.  An additional change to the NCLB regulations is in how states, local education agencies (LEAs), and schools will be held accountable for graduating students from high school.  In the final rule, ED establishes a uniform and more accurate measure of calculating a graduation rate that is comparable across states.  The notice appeared in the October 29, 2008 Federal Register at http://edocket.access.gpo.gov/2008/pdf/E8-25270.pdf.  For further information, please contact Catherine D. Clarke, ASHA's Director of Education and Regulatory Advocacy, via e-mail at cclarke@asha.org or by phone at 800-498-2071, ext. 5611.  ASHA Headlines, November 6, 2008
Actress Claire Danes to Play Temple Grandin:  "After many years of negotiations, HBO is going to air a film about Temple Grandin's life.  High school was especially harsh for Grandin, who was called 'tape recorder' by other kids because she repeated things over and over.  She also was hypersensitive to all sorts of sensory stimulation.  She eventually graduated with degrees from several universities, going on to write influential essays on animal welfare and designing humane slaughterhouses.  Grandin appears regularly on the news talk show circuit and was the subject of a BBC documentary titled "The Woman Who Thinks Like a Cow' and Errol Morris' 'First Person:  Stairway to Heaven.'  It's been nine years in the making, and the producer has a son with autism.  Claire will play Grandin from teenager to adulthood."  Website source:  Trusera, September 4, 2008 
5-Minute Kids Program:  This is a program for delivering services to students with speech sound disorders by scheduling short, individual drill sessions.  This program requires little planning for the professional and minimal time out of the classroom for the student. The child receives therapy in the hallway for designated number of 5 to 10 minute sessions, based on therapy needs.  Over the last 5 years, data has shown that this model is more effective than traditional group therapy in achieving speech and language goals.  The 5 Minute Kids program . . . 
· Offers ideas for intensive drill activities for articulation and phonology students

· Increases instructional time in the regular education classroom

· Provides opportunities for individualizing goals and services

· Organizes data materials efficiently

· Can be used with Response to Intervention (RtI) services

UPDATE!  Also see "Speech Production Disorders:  Intensive Scheduling Improves Outcomes" on the Relevant Readings page of this website, and read about Donna Ridley's Two-Week Intensive Daily Speech Therapy at http://donna-ridley-slp.com/intensive.html and the Woodbourne Speech and Language Center's Summer Intensive Speech Therapy Program at http://www.woodbournespeech.com/programs/summer-intensive/.

Positive comments about this program from Arkansas SLPs!

"I wanted to let you know I and the other SLP in our district implemented this program this year and we LOVE it!  We have seen great progress with our artic students.  Not only do we as SLPs love it, so do the kids and classroom teachers because the kids are not gone from their class very long.  We are only implementing it with our students with just a few sound errors, like /s/ and /r/."
"I agree with Judy [Montgomery] ...and I know that it would be excellent RTI."
"This sounds wonderful.  It definitely would help with our caseloads."
Record Keeping Component Added To Caselite Software:  Record Keeping is available now and comes standard with all subscriptions, district & personal, without any additional charges.  Click here to view a short video demonstration.  If you are interested in purchasing Caselite scheduling software, now is a great time to take advantage of an incredible promotion available until the end of the year.  For a limited-time only, order a multi-year commitment Caselite District subscription and receive FREE upgrades to Premier Support and Training!  Caselite knows that it really takes 2-3 years to successfully adopt any new technology.  When you commit to a multi-year subscription, you will be rewarded with thousands of dollars in additional savings and receive the best support and training available.
CEC's RTI Blog:  The Council for Exceptional Children is pleased to bring you their RTI (Response to Intervention) Blog.  Leading experts on RTI will share their thoughts and insights on RTI, its implementation, and how it is affecting educational practice.  You are encouraged to join the conversation with your comments and questions.
Early Intervention Speech Therapy Blog:  A new blog site by Stephanie Bruno Dowling, M.S. CCC-SLP, will serve as an open forum for Early Intervention.  The site will highlight a wide variety of information related to the subject and will include, but will not be limited to, the following:  personal reflections, details, and insights regarding therapeutic experiences, interviews with field experts and parents involved in the early intervention process, information on numerous syndromes, diseases and disorders as they relate to early childhood speech development, as well as books, websites and other resources helpful for therapists and parents living and working in early intervention.  In addition, this blog will be an informational source to empower both parents and therapists.  Their vital feedback, comments and questions will be welcomed and encouraged.  The blog is updated every Tuesday and Friday.  The latest entries have dealt with parent empowerment and feeding. 
Personnel Shortage Web Site Launched:  A website developed by the National Coalition on Personnel Shortages in Special Education and Related Services (NCPSSERS) is designed for professionals interested in providing assistance to students with academic, physical, emotional, and behavioral needs.  The site includes current data on supply and demand across the special education and student services professions, certification and licensure requirements, model job descriptions, advocacy materials, and related resources.  ASHA Access Schools, July 21, 2008
Home Language Survey:  "Families whose native language is not English have been arriving in Arkansas seeking employment opportunities in agriculture-related and other industries.  School-age children from these families are relatively new to most of our school districts, and the educational programs necessary to meet their needs in many school districts are relatively new.  Over the last seven years the population of language-minority children enrolled in Arkansas public schools has increased over 120%.  A yearly survey, the Home Language Survey, of all school districts is conducted to determine the number, distribution, grade-level, specific language background and degree of English proficiency of language-minority students.  Click here to view the results of the 2007-2008 survey.
Medicaid Therapy Rate Increase Approved:  As you may know, Medicaid has been working toward increasing reimbursement rates for OT, PT, and SLP services for the past 10 months.  After much work with different committees, the increase has been approved.  The new rates will go into effect on claims paid on or after October 13th.  The rates are also retroactive back to the service date of January 1, 2008.  This means that the new rates are available for the services delivered and billed after January 1, 2008.  EDS will be responsible for making adjustments to make up for the additional reimbursement for the claims dating back to January 1.  This adjustment will be calculated immediately and payment should occur in the next couple of months. 

New Rates: 

	Individual Therapy
	$ 21.76 per 15 minute unit 

	Group Therapy
	$   5.94 per 15 minute unit

	Individual Therapy by Assistant
	$ 17.40 per 15 minute unit 

	Group Therapy by Assistant
	$   4.75 per 15 minute unit 

	Evaluation
	$ 49.44 per 30 minute unit


More information on the increase will be available in the Medicaid in the Schools (MITS) section of the Arkansas Special Education website soon:  http://arksped.k12.ar.us/sections/medicaid.html. 
National Center on Response to Intervention:  Be sure to check out the resources provided by the new National Center on Response to Intervention.  The Center’s mission is to provide technical assistance to states and districts and to build the capacity of states to assist districts in implementing proven models for RTI/EIS.  The Center's work is organized into four service areas:  

· Knowledge production activities that include a rigorous technical review to determine which tools, practices, and implementation strategies are deemed scientifically valid and appropriate for TA&D

· Expert trainings and follow-up activities (both face-to-face and at a distance) to drive implementation supports for RTI/EIS on a broad scale

· Information dissemination activities that will involve forming partnerships and reaching out to target stakeholders via ongoing communication, including web-based telecommunication

· A rigorous Center evaluation, with formative assessments to help improve the delivery of our services in states and districts across the country. 


Federal Loan Forgiveness For School SLPs And Audiologists:  Congress passes a bill that would encourage acceptance of school-based positions.  "School-based speech-language pathologists (SLPs) and audiologists are among the professionals targeted by a new 'loan forgiveness for service in areas of national need' program that is part of legislation that was passed by Congress recently.  The bill, the Higher Education Amendments and College Opportunity Act of 2008 (H.R. 4137), would reauthorize and revise programs under the Higher Education Act (HEA).  President Bush is expected to sign the measure into law soon.  This bill reflects the need for increasing the number of SLPs and audiologists working in schools.  The new loan forgiveness program under the HEA would encourage audiology and SLP graduates to accept positions in school-based settings.  Up to $2,000 per year, not to exceed five years, and $10,000 in additional outstanding loans, could be forgiven."  [Full Article]  ASHA SLP Advocate, August 1, 2008
Understanding Funding:  The School Funding Advocacy section was developed by ASHA's School Finance Committee in an effort to help ASHA members better identify and understand the complex and multiple funding processes involved in public school-based services from federal, state, and local perspectives.   For information on IDEA Funding, Medicaid Funding, Grants and Other Funding Sources, and Managing Funds, go to the School Funding Advocacy page of ASHA's website:  http://www.asha.org/about/legislation-advocacy/schoolfundadv/default.
Medicaid Provider Information for School-Employed Therapists:  Beginning in late summer of 2008, Medicaid will require that all school-district-employed speech, occupational, and physical therapists have their own Medicaid provider number.  School districts are now required to enter an individual provider number for each employee providing billable therapy services.  The district will still be considered the provider, which includes being the pay-to entity as well as accountable for any recoupments based on retrospective reviews.  Medicaid is making this change to comply with Federal regulations, which must identify who is actually providing the service for which they are paying.  It is recommended that the employees start the process of getting their own numbers now versus waiting until the beginning of next school year. 
Recommended steps to getting the provider number: 

1. Employed therapists must first apply for an NPI number.  This can be done by going to the NPI section of this website, http://arksped.k12.ar.us/sections/medicaid.html.  Then select the link that reads "NPI Instructions for School Therapy Employees and Private Providers".  [FYI:  This website also contains links to the Commissioner's Memo (LS-07-067), an NPI Overview, NPI Instructions for School Districts - Educational Service Cooperatives, and NPI Billing Tips.]

2. NPI Instructions for School Districts - Educational Service Cooperatives pdf

3. Complete a provider enrollment application.  The application can be obtained by going to the application section of this website and selecting the link for the application. 

4. Send in the application to the Provider Enrollment Unit at EDS. 

5. EDS will send a letter once the application is process, report the pertinent information to the district so that they can be ready to bill. 

Information for Assistants and Grandfathered SLPs:  Medicaid will not require assistants and grandfathered SLPs to get a Medicaid number.  Instead they will require these individuals to register for a Practitioner Identification Number.  This number will be a unique identifier within the EDS/Arkansas Medicaid system that will help with tracking the provider that is delivering a service.  The forms to get this number should be available on August 15th.  Individuals will have until October 4th, 2008 to get them completed and sent in.  More information will be made available at a later date.
2008 Revised Special Education Rules and Regulations:  Now available online at the same online location - http://arksped.k12.ar.us/sections/rulesandregulations.html.  To navigate from the main ADE website:  http://arkansased.org/, go to the Quick Links menu on the left and select Special Education:  http://arksped.k12.ar.us/.  At the top of this page, in tiny print, click on Policy: http://arksped.k12.ar.us/sections/policy.html.  On this page, select Rules and Regulations: http://arksped.k12.ar.us/sections/rulesandregulations.html.  At a minimum, be sure to review the following sections: 

· 17.00 Program Standards 

· Part 1, J: Speech Language Impairment (5-21) 

· Part 2, H: Speech Language Impairment (3-5) 

· Part 3: Program Guidelines 


Marshalla Oral Sensorimotor Test™ (MOST):  This new tool by Pamela Marshalla, MA, CCC-SLP, is a comprehensive and quick assessment of intra- and extra-oral musculature and sensation.  It places a numerical value on the movement skills related to speech production.  Identify strengths and weaknesses in jaw, lip, and tongue function through 21 probes that measure motor function, respiration, phonation, resonance, sensation, and tone.  It is optimal for children with neurological deficits, developmental disorders, or motor speech disorders.  Review more information about this new product from Super Duper.
Plural Language and Language Development 2009:  Check out these new or bestselling titles from Plural Publishing.

Language Development by LouAnn Gerken, PhD (November 2008)

Increasing Language Skills of Students from Low Income Backgrounds:  Practical Strategies for Professionals by Celeste Roseberry-McKibbin, PhD

Language Disorders In Bilingual Children and Adults by Kathryn Kohnert, PhD, CCC

Milestones:  Normal Speech and Language Development Across the Lifespan by John W. Oller, Jr., PhD, Stephen Oller, PhD, and Linda C. Badon, PhD, CCC-SLP

Treatment Protocols For Language Disorders in Children - Two Volume Set, Volume I: Essential Morphologic Skills, Volume II: Social Communication by M. N. Hegde, PhD
Pediatric Basics (Feeding):  Karen Bright, Speech Pathology Coordinator at Arkansas Children's Hospital, recently shared with me this issue of The Journal of Pediatric Nutrition and Development (No. 100, Fall 2002) and I thought I'd pass it along for all you early childhood SLPs out there.  Click here for the PDF file.  Here's what's inside:

· Learning from the Best: Will Wonders Never Cease?

· Putting Research Into Practice: Feeding Strategies for Older Infants and Toddlers

· Feeding Problems During Weaning and Beyond

· Oral-Motor Milestones During Infancy

· Preventing and Treating “Food Jags”

· Understanding Why Children Won’t Eat and How to Help

· When You’re Still Learning …There’s More To Food Than Just Eating

· Pediatric Feeding Evaluation


Better Carry-over Through Teacher and Parent Training:  "Speech-language pathologists want to provide the people who are important in a young child's life with the knowledge and training they need to help that child develop the best possible language, social, and literacy skills.  But when the limitations of traditional speech and language therapy become challenging to that mission, what do you do?  Sometimes the best places to go to give children an extra boost are right in front of you: the home, the school and the child care environment.  At one time 'it was revolutionary to think that somebody else could do what speech-language pathologists do; now it seems that enhancing the skills of others to promote speech and language is the accepted practice in our field,' said Helene Freidman, MA, CCC-SLP, clinical supervisor at KenCrest Children and Family Services in Philadelphia, PA. 'I came to realize that I needed to involve the people who were with the children more often.'"  [Full article]  ADVANCE Online, November 11, 2008
Plural Speech and Speech Science 2009:  Check out these new or bestselling titles from Plural Publishing.

· Speech Practice Material:  From Sounds to Dialogues by Jack E. Thomas, CCC-SLP, BC-ANCDS (November 2008) 

· Speech Sounds:  A Pictorial Guide to Typical and Atypical Speech by Sharynne McLeod, PhD and Sadanand Singh, PhD  (November 2008)

· Seeing Speech:  A Quick Guide to Speech Sounds by Sharynne McLeod, PhD and Sadanand Singh, PhD  (November 2008)

· Speech and Voice Science by Alison Behrman, PhD, CCC-SLP

· Speech Development Guide for Children with Hearing Loss by Frederick Berg, PhD

· Developmental Speech Disorders by Barbara L. Davis and Lisa M. Bedore (CD ROM)

· Milestones:  Normal Speech and Language Development Across the Lifespan by John W. Oller, Jr., PhD, Stephen Oller, PhD, and Linda C. Badon, PhD, CCC-SLP


A Guide to School Services in Speech-Language Pathology:  "This [bestselling] book [by Trici Schraeder, M.S., CCC-SLP] is ideal for the speech-language pathologist who is seeking an overview of current issues in school-based services and practical solutions that have worked.  Cutting edge service delivery models are described.  The concept of a workload analysis approach to caseload standards in schools is introduced and implementation strategies are offered.  Concrete, real life, success stories are shared.  Strategies for proactive behavior management, conflict resolution, professional collaboration, conferencing and counseling, cultural competency, writing IEP goals (post IDEA ’04), informal assessment procedures, and creating testing accommodations are offered.  Real life scenarios based on experiences shared by public school speech-language pathologists gives the reader concrete examples upon which to scaffold these complex professional concepts.  The Oral Language Curriculum Standards Inventory is a must-have authentic assessment tool in this era of inclusive practices.  Click here to review chapter content.  Click here to view sample pages.
Gender Difference in Language Acquisition:  "Girls who don't share a common language may have more difficulty adjusting socially than boys, according to new research looking at language acquisition among young children from Michigan State University in East Lansing.  A study of 3- to 6-year-olds attending an international school in Beijing found that in general, girls had more social adjustment problems than boys.  The students, representing 16 nationalities, were immersed in both Chinese and English, meaning each child was learning at least one new language.  The study found that girls who did not understand teachers or classmates at the 3e International School tended to act out or withdraw more than their male peers.  Students at the 'dual immersion' school are taught in Mandarin during the morning and English in the afternoon.  The study, which continues this year, also found that young children overall have a more difficult time learning a second language than many people believe."  [Full article]  ADVANCE Online, November 4, 2008
Device for Oral Nourishment:  "As if things weren't tough enough for premature babies who have tubes down their throats and noses to survive, once the tubes are removed, they are often unable to take nourishment orally - that is, suck.  But 20 tube-fed preterm infants with respiratory distress syndrome treated with the NTrainer, a therapeutic device patented by the University of Kansas in Kansas City, rapidly learned to suck far better and transitioned to oral feeding faster than a control group of babies with the syndrome.  The NTrainer device powers a Soothie silicone pacifier with a computer-controlled air pump to transform the nipple into a dynamically patterned pulsing touch stimulus on the surface of the infant's lips and tongue.  Modeled extensively on the burst-pause suck dynamics of healthy preterm infants, the NTrainer device essentially teaches babies the correct pattern to produce the 'non-nutritive suck,' what they normally do in the womb beginning as early as the second trimester of development.  The NTrainer system is being developed for market by KC BioMediX Inc. of Shawnee.  The NTrainer system received U.S. Food and Drug Adminstration approval in February [2008].  The first set of NTrainer production units will be available for the neonatal intensive care market in January [2009]."  [Full article]  ADVANCE Online, October 14, 2008
How ADHD Stimulants Work in the Brain:  "Stimulant medications such as Ritalin have been prescribed for decades to treat attention deficit hyperactivity disorder (ADHD), and their popularity as 'cognition enhancers' has recently surged among the healthy, as well.  What's now starting to catch up is knowledge of what these drugs actually do in the brain.  A new study from University of Wisconsin-Madison psychology researchers David Devilbiss, PhD, and Craig Berridge, PhD, report that Ritalin fine-tunes the functioning of neurons in the prefrontal cortex (PFC) - a brain region involved in attention, decision-making and impulse control - while having few effects outside it.  Because of the potential for addiction and abuse, controversy has swirled for years around the use of stimulants to treat ADHD, especially in children.  By helping pinpoint Ritalin's action in the brain, the study should give drug developers a better road map to follow as they search for safer alternatives."  [Full article]  ADVANCE Online, September 30, 2008
Late-Talking Toddlers:  "The world's largest study to date on language emergence has shown that 80 percent of children with language delays at age 2 will catch up by age 7. B ut this also means that for one in five late-talking toddlers, language delays persist (JSLHR, April 2008)."  [Full article]  ADVANCE Online, September 3, 2008
Teen Texting Expert Insists on Being Letter-Perfect:  "William Glass III, 14, sends text messages like a middle-aged, technology-clueless English teacher.  Properly spelled words.  Correct punctuation.  Precise capitalization.  Lengthy paragraphs.  No shortened words.  OMG!?! R U Serious?  'I don't know, I guess I just never started using the abbreviations, so I'm used to typing things out,' Glass texted.  'Also, everyone understands words, but everyone might not understand the abbreviations.'  Even though Glass shuns shorthand, he embraces speed.  At a pace that veteran secretaries might envy, Glass sends as many as 800 texts a month, his thumbs quickly flying across his phone's Qwerty, or mini-keyboard.  That speed and respect for the English language landed the St. Mary's County teenager in the LG National Texting Championship in New York last month."  [Full article]  Washington Post, August 10, 2008
New Surgical Tool for Chronic Ear Infections:  "One of the most common surgeries performed on pediatric patients could become faster and safer thanks to a new surgical tool developed by a team of University of Virginia (UVa) engineers.  Led by Shayn Peirce-Cottler, PhD, an assistant professor of biomedical engineering at the UVa School of Engineering and Applied Science, and Bradley Kesser, MD, an ENT surgeon at the UVa. Health System, undergraduate researchers developed the novel device that combines three of the tools used in the surgical implantation of ear ventilation tubes.  The new tool currently is in clinical trials and has shown promising results."  [Full article]  ADVANCE Online, July 29, 2008
Increasing Language Skills of Students from Low Income Backgrounds - Practical Strategies for Professionals:  This text by Celeste Roseberry-McKibbon, PhD, and published by Plural Publishing in July 2007 is designed to help speech-language pathologists, educationists, and other professionals to understand the growing statistical reality and culture of poverty, and its implications for children’s developing language, and to provide strategies that are most effective in supporting these children and their families.  Click here to read more about this book, its contents, and find ordering information.
Study Shows Remedial Instruction Rewires Dyslexic Brains, Provides Lasting Results:  "A new Carnegie Mellon University brain imaging study of dyslexic students and other poor readers shows that the brain can permanently rewire itself and overcome reading deficits, if students are given 100 hours of intensive remedial instruction. The study, published in the August issue of the journal Neuropsychologia, shows that the remedial instruction resulted in an increase in brain activity in several cortical regions associated with reading, and that neural gains became further solidified during the year following instruction.  'This study demonstrates how remedial instruction can use the plasticity of the human brain to gain an educational improvement,' said neuroscientist Marcel Just, director of Carnegie Mellon's Center for Cognitive Brain Imaging (CCBI) and senior author of the study. 'Focused instruction can help underperforming brain areas to increase their proficiency.'"  [Full article]  Science Daily, August 7, 2008
One Minute Literacy Lessons:  "Back to school - it's a hectic time full of shopping, preparation and new routines.  But just because children are headed back to school doesn't mean that parents should stop teaching their children.  And just because life is hectic doesn't mean you can't make time to improve their literacy skills.  Sharon Darling, PhD, president and founder of the National Center for Family Literacy encourages parents to take a minute - literally - to engage their children in learning activities while they go about their daily routine.  'A minute buys enough time to complete a task, take a deep breath, or prepare a response to a child's question that caught you by surprise,' Dr. Darling said. 'But a minute also can be used to increase vocabulary, expand reading skills, and add an extra dose of fun to an otherwise routine day.'"  See full article for suggested activities.  [Full article]  ADVANCE Online, August 26, 2008
Faulty Brain Connections:  "Recent evidence shows that the brains of adults with autism are 'wired' differently from people without the disorder, and this abnormal pattern of connectivity may be responsible for the social impairments that are characteristic of autism.  Using functional magnetic resonance imaging, a team of researchers affiliated with the University of Washington Autism Center in Seattle, also found that the most severely socially impaired subjects in the study exhibited the most abnormal pattern of connectivity among a network of brain regions involved in face processing.  'This study shows that these brain regions are failing to work together efficiently,' said Natalia Kleinhans, PhD, a research assistant professor of radiology and lead author of the paper.  [Full article]  ADVANCE Online, August 26, 2008 
Chronic Ear Infections Linked to Taste Damage:  "Ear infections are a painful rite of passage for many children but new research suggests the damage caused by chronic ear infections could be linked to people's preference for fatty foods, which increases their risk of being overweight as they age.  Scientists from around the country presented their findings on this unexpected connection at the American Psychological Association Annual Convention in Boston on August 14.  'Middle ear infection is a common childhood disease and obesity is a growing problem worldwide,' said Linda Bartoshuk, PhD, an otoloaryngologist at the University of Florida College of Dentistry. 'Any potential association between these two public health issues is of considerable interest.'"  [Full article]  ADVANCE Online, August 26, 2008 
Rules of Grammar:  "The mind apparently has a consistent way of ordering an event that defies the order in which subjects, verbs, and objects typically appear in languages, according to research at the University of Chicago.  'Not surprisingly, speakers of different languages describe events using the word orders prescribed by their language.  The surprise is that when the same speakers are asked to 'speak' with their hands and not their mouths, they ignore these orders - they all use exactly the same order when they gesture,' said Susan Goldin-Meadow, PhD, the Bearsdley Rum Distinguished Service Professor in Psychology and lead author of the paper, 'The Natural Order of Events:  How Speakers of Different Languages Represent Events Nonverbally.'"  [Full article]  ADVANCE Online, August 19, 2008
Working Memory In Toddlers:  "Which is easier to remember: 4432879960 or 443-297-9960?  The latter, of course. Adults seem to know automatically, in fact, that long strings of numbers are more easily recalled when divided into smaller 'bite-sized chunks,' which is why we break up our telephone and Social Security numbers in this way.  Now researchers at The Johns Hopkins University in Baltimore, MD, have discovered that children as young as 14 months old can - and do - use the same technique to increase their working memories, indicating that 'chunking' information in this way is not a learned strategy, but is, instead, a fundamental aspect of the human mind."  [Full article]  ADVANCE Online, August 12, 2008
Tongue-Driven Assistive Technology:  "A new assistive technology developed by engineers at the Georgia Institute of Technology in Atlanta could help individuals with severe disabilities lead more independent lives.  The system allows individuals with disabilities to operate a computer, control a powered wheelchair and interact with their environments simply by moving their tongues."  [Full article]  ADVANCE Online, July 15, 2008
Video Game Use Among People With Disabilities:  "Tens of millions of disabled consumers have gravitated to 'casual' video games as a source of relief or distraction from their infirmities, as well as a sense of accomplishment or belonging, according to a new survey.  According to the survey, conducted by Information Solutions Group on behalf of PopCap Games of Seattle, WA, more than one in five (20.5 percent) players of casual video games have a physical, mental or developmental disability.  Compared to the casual gamer population as a whole (which industry estimates peg at 300 million to 400 million players worldwide), those with disabilities play more frequently, for more hours per week, and for longer periods of time per gaming session.  They also report that they experience more significant benefits from playing and view their game-playing activity as a more important factor in their lives than do non-disabled consumers.  A total of 13,296 casual game players responded to the survey, with 2,728 respondents (20.5 percent) identifying themselves as 'mildly' (22 percent), 'moderately' (54 percent) or 'severely' (24 percent) disabled.  Of those, 46 percent indicated that their primary disability was physical, 29 percent said it was mental, and 25 percent stated they had a developmental or learning disability."  [Full article]  ADVANCE Online, July 8, 2008
Is EF the New IQ?  Why the ability to resist distraction, a skill scientists call "executive function," may be more important to academic success than traditional measures of intelligence:  "Most people can recall a kid from grade school who couldn't stay seated, who talked out of turn and fidgeted constantly, whose backpack overflowed with crumpled handouts and who always had to ask other kids what the homework assignment was.  Those kids weren't bad kids, but they seemed to have absolutely no self-control, no internal disciplinarian to put a brake on their impulses, to keep their attention focused.  Not surprisingly, they were almost always lousy students as well.  This kind of student has been tagged with a variety of labels over the years: antisocial personality, conduct disorder, stupid.  But recent advances in psychology and brain science are now suggesting that a child's ability to inhibit distracting thoughts and stay focused may be a fundamental cognitive skill, one that plays a big part in academic success from preschool on.  Indeed, this and closely related skills may be more important than traditional IQ in predicting a child's school performance."  [Full Article]  Newsweek, June 4, 2008.  Also see "Improving Academic Achievement - Executive Function Could Hold the Secret" on the Open Education website.
Message from Arkansas' Tango Representative:  We would like to introduce you to the “Tango,” a startlingly innovative speech-generating device, which is revolutionizing communication for children, teens, and adults who cannot speak due physical, neurological, or cognitive challenges.  We invite you to visit our website, www.Blink-Twice.com, to try out our onscreen emulator, so that you can see for yourself why this ground-breaking speech-generating device has become so popular so fast in the AAC community.  Imagine a communication device that is already preprogrammed with a linguistic structure you can build within and upon, that also contains a built-in camera for adding real pictures on the spot.  Add to it our Tango Lab software and you are creating communication boards faster than any other device on the market (and we know how important saving time is to you).  Now imagine that it uses a real human voice for phrase-based responses (child, teen and adult digitally-recorded voices) as opposed to those weak synthesized computer voices on other AAC devices.  You can even record and “morph” your own voice to the age of the user.  

The Tango offers multiple ways to communicate.  Use the Tango’s Core Words, an adjustable collection of the most common words (as well as phrase combinations for the more advanced user), great for building novel sentences, and perfect for literacy exercises.  Combine Core Words with the Tango’s Lists, full of topic-specific words on everything from primary and object verbs to different chapters in Social Studies class.  If you need to work on spelling, press the Spelling button for a full keyboard and spell out the word.  Use the Tango’s word prediction function if you need extra help.  Most importantly, you can also speak complete, natural-sounding prerecorded phrases, perfect for the quickest communication in situations from participating in the classroom to eating dinner with the family.  All of the Tango’s over 2,500 phrases were recorded by a real person, so they’re full of emotion and personality.  Getting and maintaining the attention of listeners is a challenge for AAC users--our real voice phrases help users engage others more effectively. 

And the best part?  Nearly everything on the Tango is fully customizable, from the Home Screen down to the button image and label.  Create and edit content right on the Tango, or use Tango Lab, a great piece of software for your computer when you want to edit multiple sets or buttons in one sitting.  But don’t forget to use the Tango’s built-in camera to really personalize content.  The Tango’s computer integration features also allow you use it as an alternative keyboard, and its seamless hookup lets you simply plug in and go on Windows and Macintosh systems.  Create sentences in a word processor, write an email, or answer questions for homework.  The Tango has so much to offer.  Its technology, ease of access, illustrations and voices are unlike any other device.  It’s durable, light (2.35 lbs), and an independent study by the National Institute of Health (NIH) has even shown that its sleek design raises others’ expectations of the individuals using it. 

Check it out… Call or write to Kim Hull, one of your Arkansas representatives.  Kim's e-mail is khull@blink-twice.com and her phone number is 646-747-0818.  Kim can schedule a loaner device for you to try, training for you and your peers, or even local trainings that allow you to earn CEU’s as you discover the Tango.  Communication is complex.  But finding the most effective AAC device doesn’t have to be.  Try the Tango and see why others are embracing the amazing power of simplicity.  Click here for a color flyer (pdf).  Thank you for your time and consideration. 
New Support Services from Blink Twice:  With decreased attendance at national conferences, Blink Twice recognizes that the current economy restricts many of our clients from traveling as they have in the past.  In order to keep everyone current on the latest in our field we have decided to increase our service and support!  Please take a look at the many ways we can provide you with everything that is new at Blink Twice in the comfort of your home or office! 

· Live On Site Virtual Session – Imagine providing your team or group with a training right in the comfort of your office or regular meeting location!  Our virtual sessions allow us to come to you live and right through your computer!  We can tailor these sessions to your individual needs and can send a wide array of materials and equipment for support. Simply email Josh Witt to let us know when you would like a session!

· Live Trainings – Offered several times a month these interactive trainings are presented by one of the Speech Language Pathologists from our education team.  Attend as many of these trainings as you like as they are FREE and provide a wide range of topics.  To register click here! 

· Archived Training Sessions – Due to popular demand we are now offering archives of our National Training sessions!  Offered by experts from the field of augmentative communication and the Tango these sessions will take you from introduction to implementation and are an amazing resource.  Click here to see more! 
· How-to Videos - You are going to find that the Tango is incredibly simple and user-friendly.  But, rather than reading how neat it is, just view our amazing "How-To" videos.  You'll see that the Tango is not only super quick, but also super fun to learn, and even master.  Click here to see more! 

· User videos - We asked parents to participate in our video project. And the response was incredible. Watch amazing videos of kids and their Tangos and see how the Tango is changing the lives of kids and their families. It's real life, real communication.  Click here to see more! 

For an example of the above mentioned archives click on the following and watch our Pati King-Debaun:  Tango to Literacy and Assessment Assistant and our Tango To Communication:  An Overview.  The beauty of these trainings is that you can view them at any time and from any computer with internet access! This will allow you and your team to start today at your convenience. .
Barton Tutor Training for Parents and Volunteers:   The Barton Reading & Spelling System is a one-on-one Orton-Gillingham-based multisensory, systematic, phonics tutoring system that can greatly improve the spelling, reading, and writing skills of children, teenagers or adults who struggle due to dyslexia or a learning disability.  If you can’t find or afford a private tutor, or if you love the idea of teaching students in a one-on-one setting, consider becoming a tutor yourself.  Becoming a Barton tutor does not require a college degree or even a high school diploma.  You do not have to have any teaching experience – as long as you can pass our five-minute Tutor Screening.  The Barton System is clear and easy enough for people with no experience.  It is designed for: 

· Parents – whether home schooling or not 

· Volunteer tutors in adult literacy programs 

· Volunteer tutors in early intervention programs 

· New professional tutors 

Yet, it is complete enough for professionals, such as: 

· Learning Specialists at private schools 

· Reading & Resource Specialists 

· Educational Therapists 

· Speech-Language Therapists 

· Tutors in private practice 

Click here for more information about How to Become a Barton System Tutor. .
New ASHA CE Programs:  

· Social Skills Development in School-Age Children with High-Functioning Autism Spectrum Disorders  This program presents information on the changes in pragmatic language ability that typically occur during the elementary and secondary school years in children aged 5–16.  Learn how SLPs can contribute to social skill development in students with ASD, in both direct instruction and collaborative modalities.  Methods of assessing social skills, including parent and teacher questionnaires, standard tests, and observational methods, are reviewed, and a probe for pragmatic assessment introduced.  Throughout, the role of peer involvement in social skill intervention is emphasized, with the goal of maximizing the social participation of children with high-functioning ASD.

· Implementing RTI in the Schools Get the guidance you need to implement response to intervention (RTI) in your school district.  RTI is a multi-tiered approach to helping struggling learners early and effectively so they avoid failure and succeed in school.  This web workshop presents five lessons from leading experts in RTI, focusing on the basics of RTI, caseload/workload issues, disproportionality of culturally and linguistically diverse children in special education, the use of RTI for learning disability (LD) identification, a communication framework for IEP teams using RTI, and the use of RTI by SLPs at the secondary level.  Practical advice, case studies, and observations by leading practitioners in RTI are provided to enhance your learning. 

Speak Freely - Essential Speech Skills for School-Age Children Who Stutter:  This treatment program helps speech-language pathologists develop practical and effective clinical tools for working with school-age stutterers aged 7-18.  It provides detailed instruction and materials that facilitate the development of specific stuttering modification and fluency-enhancing strategies.  It consists of a therapist handbook, instructional DVD, 2 audio CDs, and student workbook.  For more information, go to the Center for Stuttering Therapy, email markallen@cfst.com, or call 847-475-4757.
Selective Mutism Conference Now Available on DVD:  The 6.0 hour presentation "Understanding and Treating Selective Mutism and Development of School-Based Accommodations/Interventions (IEPs and 504 Plans)," presented by Dr. Elisa Shipon-Blum, is now available for continuing professional development as a 4 disc set of DVDs which also includes charts, strategies, handouts and bonus videos.  For more information, go to the Selective Mutism Anxiety Research and Treatment (SMART) Center, email smartcenter@selectivemutism.org, or call 215-887-5748.
Analysis of 2008 NCLB Title 1 Final Regulations Available:  ASHA has prepared a detailed analysis on select sections of the 2008 NCLB Title 1 final regulations.  These final regulations became effective November 28, 2008 and amend current Title 1 regulations in the areas of assessment, accountability, public school choice, and supplemental educational services.  The regulations were published in the October 29, 2008 Federal Register and can be found at http://edocket.access.gpo.gov/2008/pdf/E8-25270.pdf. 

With input from a member advisory group, ASHA identified the following issues as significant to the professions of speech-language pathology and audiology: 

· Assessments 

· Disaggregation of data 

· High school graduation rates 

· Growth Models 

· National Technical Advisory Council 

· School Improvement and Supplemental Educational Services (SES) 

· Other Issues - public school choice; highly qualified teacher 

Members can access the full analysis at ASHA’s NCLB Web site at http://www.asha.org/about/legislation-advocacy/federal/nclb/.  For additional information, please contact Catherine D. Clarke, ASHA’s Director of Education and Regulatory Advocacy, via e-mail at cclarke@asha.org or by phone at 800-498-2071, ext. 5611. 
Frequently Asked Questions - American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009:  This document provides many of the common questions and answers that the Arkansas Department of Education has received concerning the ARRA.  Please note that as further guidance from the federal and state government is collected, answers may have to be adjusted.  Click here.
ASHA Launches Stimulus Package Resource Website:  ASHA has launched a Web resource on the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 (ARRA) that is intended to help educate ASHA members on the timing, type, quantity, and restrictions of ARRA funds.  ASHA has developed resources and analysis on the broad categories of ARRA funds related to education, health care, as well as research and academia.  ARRA (Public Law 111-5), also known as the "Stimulus Package", was signed into law by President Obama in February with a $787 billion mix of tax breaks and spending measures intended to help preserve jobs, create new jobs, and stimulate economic activity.  The new law provides funding for education, health care, research, and infrastructure needs with $44 billion in funds for states and schools now available and being released between April 1 and July 1, 2009.  For further information or questions about ARRA, please contact or Neil Snyder at nsnyder@asha.org or 800-498-2071, ext. 5614; or Catherine Clarke at cclarke@asha.org or 800-498-2071, ext. 5611.


$2.5 Million Funding Comes Through for Public School SLPs:  On June 8, 2009 the Arkansas State Board of Education and the ADE met to review the 2009-2010 budget and found a surplus fund balance.  Commissioner Ken James recommended, and it was agreed, that the surplus be used to pay the $5000 stipend to qualified public school SLPs.  Over the summer, ADE will be writing rules and regulations to guide the payment of the stipend.  If there are more than the projected 500 SLPs, ADE will have to review these rules and regulations and possibly prorate the payment per SLP to ensure all qualifying SLPs receive a stipend.

Payments will be made by the ADE* during Spring 2010 once the rules and regulations have been finalized.  A 1099 form will be sent to SLPs who qualify for this stipend since this is taxable income and taxes are not withheld from the payment.  (*With the dispersal of the ARRA funds, it has been suggested that school districts may use some of that money to provide a district-level stipend to their NBPTS-certified teachers and CCC-SLPs.  ADE has provided a grid with recommendations regarding how the money can be distributed.  Salary bonuses are included under the IDEA column since SLPs are considered Special Education Providers.)

John Kunkel, DOE Associate Director of Finance, has informed ArkSHA that these are "one time funds."  House Bill 1149, a bill to fund recruitment and retention bonuses for speech pathologists employed in public schools, would have appropriated funds only for the first year of the biennium.  A new bill will need to be introduced and passed in the Fiscal Session of the 87th General Assembly, which will begin in February 2010.  Lobbying efforts with the Executive Branch and members of the Legislature should continue after a short break.  

FYI:  Within the current ArkSHA membership, school-based SLPs are outnumbered by SLPs who serve in other settings, yet huge expenditures have been made for these legislative efforts.  More than ever, you are encouraged to JOIN ARKSHA, get involved, and support these efforts, as well as other actions made on behalf of all SLPs and Audiologists in Arkansas!  

UPDATE!  Remember, this salary stipend is good for only ONE year, now that the ADE does an annual budget rather than a two year budget.  ArkSHA will continue to seek permanent appropriation in January.  We need to hire a lobbyist and get busy.  We need to begin a list of those legislators who will be termed limited and who the new contacts need to be. 
ArkSHA would like to thank those who have given their support during this process.  Particular thanks to Rep. Eddie Cheatham, Sen. Shane Broadway, Sen. Tracy Steele, Sen. Jimmy Jeffries, Martha Perry, Marcia Harding, and the Arkansas Education Association (AEA).  As a matter of fact, the call to inform us of this accomplishment came from Richard Hutchinson, Government Relations Director for AEA.  Mr. Hutchinson has been instrumental in assisting ArkSHA since we began this legislative process in 2005 with the 85th General Assembly.  Lastly, none of this would be possible without the vision set forth by former State Representative Betty Pickett.  ArkSHA thanks her for stepping forward to represent us and get Act 1187 enacted.

Thanks also to members of ArkSHA's Ad Hoc Committee on Salary Supplement, both past and present, for their hard work and dedication to this issue:  Carol Fleming (Chair), Kay Hall (former Chair), Mara Cole, Cecelia Corley, Dorothy Farris, Kathy Humphreys, Brandi Nixon, Monica Scott, Angie 
New Digs for MITS:  On June 12 Medicaid in the Schools (MITS) moved from their home of 3 years to a new set of offices in downtown Little Rock.  Please make note that the  new address is:  MITS, 620 West 3rd, Suite 303, Little Rock, AR 72201.  Other than the toll free number, they were unable to keep their phone numbers.  The new phone number is 501-375-MITS (6487); New fax number is 501-375-6488.  Also, the office of Bonnie Boaz with Arkansas Transition Services moved to same address listed above. 
LENA Digital Language Processor (DLP):  More Words = Enhanced Language Development.  Studies have proven that the sheer quantity of words your child hears every day from birth to age 4 directly impacts his or her language development, especially for children who may already have language development disorders and delays.  LENA (Language ENvironment Analysis) provides accurate and critical information about your child’s language environment.  The Developmental Snapshot allows you to measure and track your child’s development on a monthly basis so you can track your child’s progress and always know how well he or she is doing.  The LENA Digital Language Processor (DLP) can capture up to 16 hours of your child's language environment.  It's compact size allows it to fit snugly into the front pocket of your child’s LENA clothing.  Using optimal acoustic quality, it collects the sounds and words that your child says and hears.  The LENA software analyzes this data, generating easy-to-read reports so you can track your child’s development.  These reports let you see adult word count, as well as conversational turns.  LENA can help you: 
· Easily monitor and measure your child's language environment and development. 

· Track your child’s language developmental age compared to his or her chronological age 

· Report the number of adult words your child hears and conversational turns between you and your child - to help give clarity to conversations with your clinician or pediatrician. 

· Monitor and measure intentional and directional conversations with your child. 

· Get real time information - hourly, daily, weekly, or monthly - and take control of your child's language development. 


Blink Twice Merges with DynaVox:  In just three years, the Tango has become an important part of the AAC landscape, bringing insight and energy to the field, and new communication opportunities to so many.  On June 6, those opportunities got bigger than ever because Blink Twice merged with DynaVox and the Tango is become part of the DynaVox family of products.  Our cool, user-friendly approach to communication, especially for children and teens, is going to the next level.  So is our ability to support the Tango's influence in classrooms across the country.  And by sharing our mission with DynaVox, we will be able to be involved with more products, more choices, more support, and more partnership than ever.  You'll be able to order the Tango in so many states where we didn't have funding - and be supported by the best funding team in the industry.  You'll have over 100 local representatives to focus on your needs.  You'll have world class customer support for any of your questions.  And you'll experience the broad benefits of a merged company committed to unsurpassed choice, innovation, and partnerships.  Now we can share this journey on a broader scale. With not only you, but with a team of people who embrace not only our commitment and passion, but yours. 
ASHA's New Search Engine:  The ASHA Web site has a new search engine.  Improvements include better relevancy of search results and the ability to narrow search results by source, type of document, year, and more!  Visit the Search Tips page to get the most out of using the new search engine.  
Caselite Scheduling Software:  Caselite Software, Inc.® specializes in online therapy scheduling for Speech-Language Pathologists working in the schools.  In a time where caseloads continue to grow, Caselite provides an affordable way to efficiently schedule therapy.  As a result, SLPs (and now other disciplines as well) can focus on tailoring their schedule to the individual needs of the students, rather than spending all their energy finding times that work.  Caselite . . .
· Schedules individual and group therapy sessions in mere seconds. 

· Groups students based on their therapy needs, grade and availability. 

· Enables custom group design, so providers have even more control grouping their students (track-based groups, specialized groups, phoneme-based groups, etc.). 

· Accommodates suggestions from others for therapy times. 

· Reserves time for appointments, such as meetings, planning periods, evaluations, and even a well-deserved lunch. 

· Helps meet district policies and government regulations by scheduling students at appropriate times and fulfilling frequency-of-service requirements. 

· Displays schedules from the student, teacher or administration perspective. 

· Maintains confidentiality of student information. 

· Provides flexibility to adapt for student turnover and administrative changes. 

· Keeps records with quick-click attendance, and calculates attendance statistics at the student, practitioner and district levels. 

· Fosters advocacy and visibility at the district level by providing leaders with schedule-based workload analysis reports (metrics, charts, graphs, etc.).


ASHA Approves Dues Increase:  The ASHA Board of Directors has approved a $25 increase in annual dues for 2010.  Online dues renewal is fast, easy and secure.  For those who plan to have their dues and fees paid by a third party (e.g., your employer), please review the FAQ on third party payments for specific information that will assist ASHA in processing your payment quickly and accurately.  If you renew online through November 30, 2009, you will be entitled to a 20% discount on all ASHA Professional Development programs purchased through ASHA's online store by December 11, 2009.  The promo code for your 20% savings will be e-mailed to you within three days following your online renewal.  Renew now using your VISA or MasterCard.  You will need your eight digit ASHA account number.  A recent study shows that those who renew online receive their ASHA cards soonest! 
HBO Clinic:  Dr. Gary Villines has opened the first free-standing hyperbaric oxygen facility in the state, the HBO Clinic.  Research has found that hyperbaric-oxygen therapy can be effective in the treatment of certain speech disorders -- primarily, expressive and receptive aphasia associated with stroke and traumatic brain injury.  The HBO Clinic is located at the intersection of Rodney Parham and Markham Street.  If you would like more information, you can call 501-353-2130 or visit their website at www.thehboclinic.com. 
Free Tango Tune-up:  As part of the DynaVox Mayer-Johnson commitment to quality and customer service, they are welcoming current Tango device owners to the DynaVox family with a free Tango tune-up.  Your free tune-up will include: 
· Upgrade of the AC charger port 

· Access and instructions to the latest UpTempo software release

· Thorough cleaning of your Tango 

· A complete device inspection 

After your tune-up is completed, the device will be eligible for enrollment in a 1 or 2 year DynaCare Certified Guarantee.  They will be scheduling tune-ups on a first-come, first-served basis with priority given to each state based on staged intervals.  You'll find complete details and the upgrade dates for your region at www.dynavoxtechn.com. 
Inside the Teenage Brain:  PBS's FRONTLINE chronicles how scientists are exploring the recesses of the brain and finding some new explanations for why adolescents behave the way they do.  In this 6-part video, find out more about your child's brain:  their inexplicable behavior, brain wiring, mood swings, feelings of being misunderstood, and sleep patterns.  Also, get some valuable lessons for parents.  Click here to watch.
Teacher Voice Strain:  According to a new study, teachers are 32 times more likely to experience voice problems.  Researchers at the National Center for Voice and Speech equipped teachers with a voice dosimeter, a device that captures pitch and loudness 33 times per second.  Based on 20 million of these samples, which were collected over a 14-day period, researchers found that femle teachers sed their voices about 10% more than male teachers when teaching.  All teachers spoke 50% more and at a higher pitch and volume at work than at home.  For more information, visit http://www.ncvs.org/research/occupational-health.html.
SLPs Have a Top Job:  CNN Money Magazine ranks speech-language pathology as 27th in its top 100 jobs, a list based on factors including salary, job growth, and quality of life.  According to data collected by CNN and PayScale.com, the need for SLPs is expected to grow by 11% through 2016.  To see all survey results, go to http://money.cnn.com/magazines/moneymag/bestjobs/2009/index.html.
LinguiSystem's Research on Request:  Get FREE research to help you identify and treat any speech or language disorder by clicking here and keying in your request.  You’ll hear back from their online researchers within 72 hours.  They’ll have citations of research articles so all you have to do is look up the original citation.
Speak Freely e-Seminar Available:  Speak Freely offers a user-friendly, well integrated progression of therapeutic procedures that will help children manage stuttering and increase speech fluency.  SLPs interested learning more about Speak Freely:  Essential Speech Skills for School-Age Children Who Stutter can now access Dr. Mark Allen's two hour e-seminar course, hosted by SpeechPathology.com.  This online workshop provides detailed training regarding the stuttering modification and fluency-enhancing strategies included in the Speak Freely materials.
New Self-Study Programs from ASHA:  Assessment and Intervention for Internationally Adopted Children - Each year over 20,000 children are adopted from abroad into the United States.  More than 50% are eventually referred for speech and language services, but SLPs can find it difficult to make appropriate diagnostic and intervention decisions because newly adopted children lack proficiency in any language.  This program reviews evidence-based information on typical and atypical language acquisition patterns in internationally adopted children, along with assessment and intervention guidelines.  Children adopted before age 2 are the primary focus, but information about older children is also provided.

Roles and Responsibilities of Speech-Language Pathologists in Autism Spectrum Disorders - Speech-language pathologists play a critical role in screening, diagnosing, and enhancing the social communication development and quality of life of children, adolescents, and adults with autism spectrum disorders (ASD). This program emphasizes the importance of family involvement and collaboration with a variety of professionals and communication partners, the facilitation of peer-mediated learning, the continuity of services across environments, and the importance of matching service delivery to meaningful outcomes.

