REVISED SPRING 2009

Checklist for Identifying 

Student’s Strengths and Weaknesses in Communication Skills
Contains mainly 3rd & 4th Nine Weeks Fourth Grade Student Learning Expectations
Including Additional SLEs and Developmental Milestones
Student:____________________________     Teacher:_________________________

Please indicate “S” for strength and “W” for weakness. Not every item needs to be addressed; use your discretion.
Receptive Language/ Listening
___  Demonstrates active listening behaviors (O.V.2.4.1)
___  Listens and evaluates information (OV.2.4.2)
___  Listens to understand, organize, and remember directions for doing tasks and assignments

           (OV.2.4.3)
___  Identifies and infers the purpose, content, organization, and delivery of verbal 

communication and nonverbal cues (OV.2.4.5)
Oral Communication: Articulation & Expressive Language (Speaking, Syntax, Semantics, Pragmatics)

___  Speech is completely intelligible and socially useful (Child Development Institute)
___  Articulates clearly: has mastered all speech sounds (Child Development Institute)

___  Demonstrates few lapses in grammatical constrictions-tense, pronouns, & plurals 

(Child Development Institute)

___  Is able to carry on a conversation at an adult level (Child Development Institute)

___  Communicates ideas and information with clarity (OV.1.4.6)
___  Gives precise directions and instructions for more complex activities and tasks (OV.1.4.7)
___  Tells and retells stories in a formal storytelling format using descriptive language, story

 
elements, and voice to create interest and mood (OV.1.4.10)

___  Participates in a variety of speaking activities, including book reports (OV.1.4.11)
___  Asks and answers relevant questions and make contributions in small or large group 

           discussions (OV.1.4.12)
___  Demonstrates social amenities in speech and appropriate situations (Child Development Institute)
___   Demonstrates and responds appropriately to facial expressions (Coucouvanis) 

___   Uses good eye contact (Coucouvanis)

___   Uses appropriate voice volume and tone (Coucouvanis)

___   Asks for help appropriately (Coucouvanis)

___   Asks appropriate questions (Coucouvanis)

___   Communicates needs, feelings, and interests in the classroom (Coucouvanis)

___   Demonstrates age appropriate ability to wait (Coucouvanis)
___   Shares, takes turns, and plays fairly (Coucouvanis)
___   Shows age appropriate flexibility (Coucouvanis)

___   Is cooperative (Coucouvanis)
___   Stays on topic giving relevant information (Coucouvanis)
Writing/ Reading Comprehension/ Vocabulary/ Fluency/ Research/Inquiry Process:

___  Writes informational text of at least three paragraphs on one topic using three sources of 


information (W.5.4.5)
___  Reads grade level texts with accuracy of 90% or above (R.11.4.11)
___  Reads grade level text fluently at approximately 118 words per minute (R.11.4.12)
___  Identifies figurative language in reading (R.11.4.4)
___  Generates questions that reflect active engagement in the text (R.9.4.5)
___  Uses inferences to expand understanding of content knowledge (R.9.4.9)
___  Summarizes content of selection, identifying important ideas & providing details for each

            important idea (R.9.4.12)
___  Uses graphic organizers, including main idea/detail maps and outlines to make meaning


of the reading selection (R.10.4.6)
___  Uses context clues to determine the precise meaning of new words (R.11.4.1)
___  Explains words with multiple meanings (R.11.4.3)
___  Decodes multi-syllabic words using more advanced syllable patterns (R.11.4.6)
___  Reads familiar grade level texts using appropriate rhythm, pace, phrasing, punctuation, and

 intonation (R.11.4.13)
___  Formulates questions about a specific topic (IR.12.4.1)
___  Locates information in reference materials by using organizational features (IR.12.4.2)
___  Makes generalizations and draw conclusions based on the research of the topic (IR.12.4.6)

___  Develops notes, learning logs, etc. to identify and support main ideas from text (IR.12.4.7)

___  Reads to learn (Shaywitz)

___  Reads for pleasure and for information (Shaywitz)

COMMENTS:
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SOURCES:

English Language Arts Curriculum Frameworks Pacing Guide: Northwest Arkansas Instructional Alignment May, 2008 (work in progress)

Arkansas State Department of Education State Benchmarks (English Language Arts Curriculum, 2003)

Sally Shaywitz, M.D., Overcoming Dyslexia, 2003

Super Skills: A Social Skills Group Program... by Judith Coucouvanis, 2005 p. 346-347
